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SOURCE A is from the New Statistical Account of Scotland, Isle of Skye 1840.

SOURCE A
The population was rapidly increasing, while earning a living grew more difficult for each family. Poverty was spreading rapidly among the people. The causes were the fall in the price of cattle, the failure of the herring fisheries, the ending of kelp manufacture, and the lack of paid employment.

SOURCE B is from Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury Accounts and Papers, 1837.

SOURCE B

Robert Graham had been inspecting the West Highlands where he found most communities to be "in a state of extreme poverty.”  The long-term problems were thought to have been caused by the bad management of the Highlands, which had allowed too great an increase in population, the failure of the kelp and fishing industries and the ending of public works such as the Highland roads and Caledonian Canal.


Q.1
Compare the accounts in SOURCE A and SOURCE B about the problems of the Highlands in the nineteenth century.


(Compare the sources overall and/or in detail.)

Q.2
Describe the Highland Clearances that took place between 1830 and 1890.

SOURCE C is an account of a highland clearance by Catherine MacPhee whose family was evicted from their croft in 1848.

SOURCE C

Women had to put the children in carts beside their husbands who were tied up and unable to help them. Helpless men were tied up on the pier and then thrown like cargo into the hold of the ship. They all left for the streets of Glasgow or the frozen wastes of Canada. Many of them died of hunger or fever going across the ocean. Only God knows the evil work of that day.


Q.3
Evaluate the usefulness of SOURCE C as evidence about the highland Clearances of the nineteenth century.
(You may want to comment on who wrote it, when they wrote it, why they wrote it, what they say or what has been missed out.)
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