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Q.1
Describe the support given by the Catholic Church to Irish immigrants in Scotland.

SOURCE A is by Steven Edie who wrote about his youth in Paisley during the 1920s.

SOURCE A

Father and his friends spent every Saturday night in the Catholic Working Men’s Club attached to the Chapel.  It was a place where Catholic men could meet and have a drink under the watchful eye of the priest.  The ‘old country’ was always at the centre of conversation.  Many of the men had never been to Ireland but that did not stop them being experts on Irish politics or shedding a sentimental tear when an Irish ballad was sung. 


Q.2
Evaluate the usefulness of SOURCE A as evidence about the Irish immigrant community in Scotland.
(You may want to comment on who wrote it, when they wrote it, why they wrote it, what they say or what has been missed out.)
SOURCE B is from a letter to the ‘Scotsman’ newspaper in 1871.

SOURCE B

The sole purpose of Catholic schools is to promote the Popish religion.  Anyone who doubts this need only look at the influence of the priests who set up the schools, manage them and even teach in them.  The arts, literature, mathematics, and the sciences all take second place to religious instruction.

SOURCE C is from the Report of the Committee on Council Education in Scotland, 1878.

SOURCE C

Many people are ignorant of the truth and still believe that in Catholic Schools religious education is everything.  Nothing could be further from the truth the ordinary school subjects have great importance.  Every priest wants to see that Catholic children get an education that will enable them to get on in life.


Q.3
Compare the opinions in SOURCE B and SOURCE C about Catholic schools.

(Compare the sources overall and/or in detail.)
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