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EFFECTS OF THE SLAVE TRADE: AFRICA                      5/6

SOURCE A is from ‘The Slave Traders’ by George Donahue (1962).
SOURCE A

African kings and traders were content with wearing the cheap clothes and beads offered to them by the white men.  They admired themselves in worthless mirrors while drinking brandy bought with the freedom of their captives. The history of Africa may have been different had its rulers and traders demanded useful goods for building the economy rather than guns, trinkets and booze. 


Q.1
Explain the reasons why the role of African rulers was important in the slave trade.



(Use SOURCE A and recall)
SOURCE B is from evidence given to the Parliamentary Select Committee on the slave trade in 1804. It is by Archibald Dalzell a former slave agent in West Africa.

SOURCE B
When agents complained about the lack of slaves the king promised to go to war in two or three day’s time. Sure enough at the end of that period eighty warriors marched off all dressed in skins and with their faces painted in order to make them look fierce. They attack and set fire to villages and seize the inhabitants. Any who are too old to sell are butchered.
Q.2
Evaluate the usefulness of SOURCE B as evidence about slave raids in Africa.
(You may want to comment on who wrote it, when they wrote it, why they wrote it, what they say or what has been missed out.)

Q.3 
To what extent did the slave trade damage West African societies?
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