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SOURCE A describes Scottish views about Irish immigration in the nineteenth century.

SOURCE A


Irish immigration was believed to be the cause of many of the social problems of Scottish society in the nineteenth century.  Slum housing, disease, and overcrowding were blamed on the ‘filthy habits of the Irish’.  Newspapers claimed that rising crime and drunkenness in the West of Scotland was due to the Irish immigrants who settled in the area.

Q.1
How fully does SOURCE A describe Scots opposition to Irish immigration in the nineteenth century?          (Use SOURCE A and recall)
SOURCE B is from the Scots author and journalist George Malcolm Thomson's book ‘Caledonia: or the Future of the Scots’ (Published 1927).

SOURCE B


The Scots are being replaced in their own country by a foreign race who are destroying the culture and religion of Scotland.  Today every fifth baby born in Scotland is a little Irish Catholic.  In 1924, 28 per cent of the children born in Glasgow saw the world through the windows of an Irish Catholic home.  Most significant of all, one-third of the crimes committed in Scotland are the work of Irishmen. 
Q.2
Evaluate the usefulness of SOURCE B as evidence of Scottish attitudes to Irish immigrants in the 1920s.
(You may want to comment on who wrote it, when they wrote it, why they wrote it, what they say or what has been missed out.)

Q.3
Explain the reasons why Irish immigrants became accepted as part of Scottish society by the 1930s.
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