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Q.1
Describe the hardships of life in the West Indies for African slaves?

SOURCE A was written in ‘A Carribean Journal’, 1802 by Sarah Walcott the wife of a Barbados plantation owner.

SOURCE A

It is very common in several of the islands, for the slaves to be branded with the initial letters of their master’s name; and a load of heavy iron hooks hung about their necks. Indeed on the most trifling occasion they are loaded with chains. Instruments of torture- the iron muzzle, thumbscrews and whips - are sometimes applied for the slightest fault. 


Q.2
Evaluate the usefulness of SOURCE A as evidence of the methods used to control slaves in the West Indies.   

(You may want to comment on who wrote it, when they wrote it, why they wrote it, what they say or what has been missed out.)
SOURCE B is from ‘A History of the Atlantic Slave Trade’ by E Harriman (Published 1948).

SOURCE B

New slaves took a long time to become used to plantation life and many failed to survive long enough to become used to their new living conditions and climate. The average life expectancy for an enslaved African in the British West Indies was only seven years. Some planters estimated that slaves could be worked to death after only four years. By that time they had made a profit on their investment.

Q.3
How fully does SOURCE B explain the reasons why the lifespan of African slaves in the West Indies was so short?


(Use SOURCE B and recall)
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