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SOURCE A describes the work done by Irish immigrants in Scotland during the nineteenth century.

SOURCE A


Uneducated Irish immigrants, with no local connections could not compete with the Scots for skilled work.  It was in the less skilled positions that immigrants found work.  In the Glasgow area jobs in construction, transport, dockside labour, food distribution and domestic service attracted the Irish.

Q.1
Explain the reasons why most Irish immigrants to Scotland worked in low paid jobs?  


(Use SOURCE A and recall)
SOURCE B is evidence given in 1834 to a Parliamentary Committee by the owner of a Scottish cotton mill.

SOURCE B


The Irish are useful labourers and their services are of great value to us.  At present, we could not do without them.  In this part of the country the Scots do not take to labouring work.  They would rather go to trades.  Even the handloom weavers, whose wages are very low, do not attempt to be labourers or bring up their children to it.

Q.2
Evaluate the usefulness of SOURCE B as evidence about the importance of Irish immigrant workers in Scotland during the nineteenth century.
(You may want to comment on who wrote it, when they wrote it, why they wrote it, what they say or what has been missed out.)

Q.3
To what extent did Irish immigrants contribute to the growth of the Scottish economy in the nineteenth century?  
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