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Q.1
Explain the reasons why the middle passage was such a terrible experience for African slaves.
SOURCE A is from the book ‘Journal of a Slave Trader’ (Published 1788) by John Newton who had been a captain of a slave ship and became an anti slavery campaigner.

SOURCE A

The hardships and suffering of the Negroes during the passage are impossible to imagine. The exclusion of fresh air is among the most intolerable. I often went down among them until their room became so extremely hot I could only stand it for a very short time. The air, made poisonous by the sweat from their bodies and being repeatedly breathed, soon produces fevers and infections, which kill great numbers of them.

Q.2
Evaluate the usefulness of SOURCE A as evidence of conditions for slaves during the middle passage.
(You may want to comment on who wrote it, when they wrote it, why they wrote it, what they say or what has been missed out.)
SOURCE B is by James Barbot, a sailor aboard the English slave ship Don Carlos.
SOURCE B

We allowed them much more freedom, and were more tender to them than most other Europeans, We took care they did wash from time to time, to prevent vermin, and because it looked sweeter and more agreeable. In the evening, they entertained themselves on the deck, some talking together, others dancing, singing, and sporting after their manner, which pleased them highly.

Q.3 
Compare the accounts in SOURCE A and SOURCE B about the treatment of slaves during the Middle Passage.
(Compare the sources overall and/or in detail.)
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