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ANSWER 1   

(1 mark for each developed point)
Slaves were kept in a hold below deck.  

The men were chained and packed close together. 
Men had to lie flat on their backs, as there was no room to sit up. 
By the end of the eighteenth century most slave ships used a ‘tight pack’, which was worse for slaves. 
Slave hold often had no ventilation and became hot and stuffy with the heat from so many bodies. 
There were no toilets – only a few buckets between hundreds of slaves.  
Disease such as dysentery and smallpox often broke out in these hot, filthy conditions. 
Most ships had a doctor but medical care was very poor and sick slaves were thrown overboard.  
Cheap European food and seasickness made slaves ill – vomiting diarrhea – terrible smell. 
Slaves were branded with hot irons punished with whips, thumbscrews/force-fed using jaw openers. 
Slaves were forced to dance on deck to give them some exercise and fresh air. 
Female slaves were often raped and sexually abused by the crew. 
ANSWER 2 
WHO – It is a primary source by a former slave ship captain who would have personal experience of conditions for slaves during the middle passage. (1)

WHEN – It is a primary source 1788 during the time of the slave trade. (1)

WHY - Describe his experiences as a slave trader and inform the public of the horrors of the middle passage. (1)

WHAT - Good detail- The hardships and suffering….are impossible to imagine/ The exclusion of fresh air is among the most intolerable/ I often went down among them until their room became so extremely hot I could only stand it for a very short time/ The air, made poisonous by the sweat from their bodies and being repeatedly breathed, soon produces fevers and infections, which kill great numbers of them. (1)
WEAKNESS - The source is limited and does not mention:

Sick slaves were often thrown overboard. (1)

The punishment and abuse of slaves on board ship was very cruel. (1)

The food provided often made slaves sick

Forced dancing on deck to keep slaves fit for sale. (1)

Slaves were chained and kept in cramped conditions.  (1) 

ANSWER 3 
The Sources disagree about the treatment of African slaves during the middle passage. (1)

The Sources disagree about the conditions slaves were kept in. (1)
Source A - 
claims slaves were kept in a hot stuffy hold where disease soon spread.

Source B -
claims slaves were looked after and care was taken over their health and welfare. (1)

The Sources disagree about how slaves were treated. (1)
Source A -
the hardships and suffering of the Negroes is impossible to imagine. 

Source B -
we allowed more freedom and were tender to them. (1)


The Sources disagree about the cleanliness of slave ships. (1)
Source A -
Exclusion of fresh air/intolerable heat/air made poisonous by sweat of their bodies. 

Source B - 
they did wash from time to time because it looked sweeter and more agreeable. (1)

The Sources disagree about how slaves were affected by conditions on board ship. (1)
Source A -
poison air… produces fevers and infections, which kill great numbers. 

Source B - 
they entertained themselves on deck singing, dancing and sporting which pleased them highly. (1)
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