MIGRATION AND EMPIRE 1830-1939 - NATIONAL 5


IRISH IMMIGRANTS: LIVING CONDITIONS
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SOURCE A is part of the evidence given by a Glasgow Landlord to the Parliamentary Inquiry into the Condition of the Irish Poor, 1862.

SOURCE A
The Irish have no thought for cleanliness. The closes and alleys are covered in the most disgusting filth due to the careless disposal of household waste. No attempt is made to clean or maintain the living quarters and waste materials are allowed to lie for days, or even weeks, before they are removed.


Q.1
Evaluate the usefulness of SOURCE A as evidence about the living conditions of Irish immigrants in Glasgow during the nineteenth century.


(You may want to comment on who wrote it, when they wrote it, why they wrote it, what they say or what has been missed out.)
SOURCE B describes the housing conditions of railway navvies in the nineteenth century. 

SOURCE B

The employers of Irish navvies did not provide their workers with accommodation. Some slept in huts of damp turf, too low to stand up in; the roof was made of small sticks, covered with straw. It mattered not to them that the rain beat through the roof, and that the wind swept through the holes.


Q.2
Explain the reasons why the living conditions of railway navvies were so bad?

(Use SOURCE B and recall)
Q.3
Describe the housing problems of Irish immigrants in Scottish cities during the nineteenth century.
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