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SOURCE A is a speech, made in December 1923, by a British member of the Disarmament Commission working in Germany

SOURCE A
Inflation is destroying German society. It has impoverished the middle classes and the workers are forced to beg. It is not only savings that have disappeared; the people who saved have themselves gone under. Inflation has undermined democratic politicians and real power is now in the hands of a few wealthy businessmen. In no other country are industrialists so politically powerful.

Q.1 
Evaluate the usefulness of SOURCE A as evidence of the effects of inflation in Germany in 1923.
(You may want to comment on who wrote it, when they wrote it, why they wrote it, what they say or what has been missed out.)
SOURCE B is from a report by the German Health Minister in 1923.

SOURCE B
The shocking decline in health conditions affects the whole of Germany. Especially hard hit are the middle class, those living on small sums given annually, the widows and the pensioners who, with their modest incomes cannot afford today’s prices. Death rates are increasing, particularly deaths from hunger.

Q.2
How fully do SOURCES A and SOURCE B describe the effects of inflation on the German people.
        
 (Use SOURCES A and B and recall)

Q.3
To what extent did inflation undermine support for the Weimar Republic?
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