ANSWER FILE: THE ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE 1770-1807– NATIONAL 5


THE TRIANGULAR TRADE





                                             5/2

ANSWER 1 

 (1 mark for each developed point)
The trade followed a triangular route– the three points were Britain/West Africa/West Indies. (1)

The three stages were known as the Outward Passage/the Middle Passage/ the Home Passage. (1)

A voyage on the triangular route could take a year or more. (1)

The Outward Passage - Ships would load goods in Britain and sail to West Africa to trade for slaves. (1)

The Middle Passage - Slaves would then be shipped to the West Indies and sold.  (1)

The Home Passage - The ship would load West Indian produce to sell when it returned to Britain. (1)

African rulers provided the slaves in exchange for British goods – guns/cloth/metals/brandy. (1)

Slaves suffered terrible conditions on the voyage to the West Indies and many died.  (1)

In the West Indies, slaves were exchanged for sugar/coffee/ tobacco and rum.

Bristol, Liverpool, and London were the main ports involved in the slave trade.  (1)

ANSWER 2 
(Source – Own Knowledge)
There were plenty of slaves in Africa – Liverpool merchants sold 305,000. (1)

African rulers sold slaves at £12 – often for cheap British made goods. (1)

West Indian planters paid £60 - a good profit on each slave. (1)
West Indian sugar, coffee, tobacco, cotton could be sold at a big profit in Britain. (1)

Ships working on the triangular trade made a profit at each stage of the voyage. (1)
British traders also sold slaves to plantations in North and South America. (1)

The cost of fitting out ships and paying sailors was small compared to the money that could be made. (1)

Ships would cram as many slaves as possible into the hold and spend very little on food for them. (1)
There was a growing demand for slaves in the West Indies and prices increased during the 18th century. (1)
ANSWER 3

WHO –It is by merchant giving written orders to a slave ship captain. (1)

WHEN -It is a primary source from 1771 during the time of the slave trade. (1)

WHY -To make sure the captain understands what he has to do. (1)

WHAT - Good detail - You are to take on board from Mr. Paul Bridson trade goods ...then set sail for Guinea/ leave when you have got 350 slaves and then proceed to Barbados/ On your return to Liverpool, fully load the ship with the island produce at the best prices you can get. (1)
WEAKNESS - The source is limited and does not mention:-
The journey times for each stage of the triangle. (1)

The very large profits from slave trading were more than could be made from any other trade. (1)

How the slaves were obtained in Africa

Conditions for slaves on board ships were horrific and the slaves were treated with great cruelty.  (1)

Slave auctions in the Caribbean Islands, (1)
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