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SOURCE A is from a school history book.

SOURCE A

Irish immigrants moved to Scotland to escape poverty.  Most had been farmers scraping a living by growing potatoes on small plots of land.  Even in good years, they could hardly grow enough to feed their families.  In the 1840s, the great famine increased the flow of Irish immigrants to Scotland.  If they remained in Ireland, they faced starvation and death.

SOURCE B is by the historian Ian Kirby ‘Irish Migration in the Nineteenth Century’, Published in 1983.

SOURCE B

Scotland was attractive to many Irish migrants because of the historical links between the two countries.  For many years, gangs of Irish labourers provided seasonal labour on Scottish farms.  Thousands of Irish navvies had also worked in the building of Scottish canals.  In the nineteenth century, the new industries offered steady work and higher wages than they could get in Ireland.


Q.1
Compare the views in SOURCE A and SOURCE B about the reasons for Irish migration to Scotland in the nineteenth century.

(Compare the sources overall and/or in detail.)
SOURCE B is from a Glasgow newspaper of 1874.

SOURCE C


In the last twenty years the Gorbals district of the city has been almost totally taken over by the Irish.  House after house is inhabited by a McGinty, or an O’Reilly or an O’Connell. Every week brothers and sisters, cousins and elderly parents arrive in the city to join their more fortunate relatives.  Few ever return to their native land.


Q.2
Evaluate the usefulness of SOURCE B as evidence about Irish migration to Scotland in the nineteenth century.
(You may want to comment on who wrote it, when they wrote it, why they wrote it, what they say or what has been missed out.)

Q.3
Explain the reasons why many Irish people settled in Scotland during the nineteenth century?
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