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LITHUANIAN IMMIGRATION TO SCOTLAND
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SOURCE A is by the historian Murdoch Rodgers. (History Today Volume: 35 Issue: 7 1985) 
SOURCE A

It is certainly true that many Lithuanian Immigrants who arrived in Scotland had been persuaded by agents of major iron and steel companies such as Bairds and Dixons to come to Scotland to dig for coal in company owned coal mines. The companies even put up the money for their fares. The promise of secure work at much higher wages than they could hope for in Lithuania persuaded thousands of men to bring their families to Scotland. For this reason communities of Lithuanians grew up around the coal mines of Lanarkshire.

Q.1
How fully does SOURCE A explain why many Lithuanians decided to come to Scotland in the late 19th and early 20th century?     (Use SOURCE A and recall)

SOURCE B is an extract of evidence given by Robert Lumsden, a miner with the Wishaw Coal Company, to the Royal Commission on Alien Immigration 1903.

When there were so many British workmen out of work while the foreigners were all working there was a very strong feeling that something should be done to stop the competition. In a colliery where I worked if there was a British miner and a Pole (Lithuanian) miner wanting employment at that time the manager always gave employment to the Pole miner. They have never seen a mine before they came here and there is no mine in the country they come from. They go down the mine: they do not understand the instructions of an English speaking deputy or fireman and are a serious danger to themselves and to our own people

Q.2
Evaluate the usefulness of SOURCE B as evidence of the attitude of Scots towards Lithuanian immigrants?

(You may want to comment on who wrote it, when they wrote it, why they wrote it, what they say or what has been missed out.)
.


Q.3
Explain the reasons why a distinct Scots-Lithuanian identity gradually disappeared in the early twentieth century.
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