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Q.1
Explain the reasons why British involvement in the Atlantic slave trade increased during the 18th century?
SOURCE A is from ‘Human Cargo’ by Nigel Cuthbertson. (Published 1967)
SOURCE A

The slave trade was not new to Africa nor were Africans forced to take part. West African kingdoms and tribes fought to get a share of the trade and their raids penetrated deep into Africa. European merchants did not have the resources needed to capture the tens of millions of captives who were enslaved.  They could not have done it without the active and willing help of Africans. The slave trade was a partnership between African sellers and European buyers.

SOURCE B is from an article in the magazine ‘The Afro-Caribbean Review’, 1992.

SOURCE B

The responsibility for the slave trade lies squarely on Europe.  The Europeans designed the death boats in which the slaves were shipped.  Europeans also made the branding irons, the neck-hold irons, the shackles for the legs and the arms.  This most cruel, wicked, barbaric, and inhuman trade was invented by white men.

Q.2
Compare the opinions in SOURCE A and SOURCE B about responsibility for the slave trade.
(Compare the sources overall and/or in detail.)
SOURCE C is part of a letter to his brother in 1768 by Thomas Bridewell who owned a sugar plantation on the West Indian island of Trinidad.

SOURCE C

Plantation owners prefer African slaves.  They are easily bought from traders on the West African coast and are more able to resist European diseases than Caribbean natives or imported white slaves.  Many Africans are farmers who know a great deal about growing crops in tropical conditions; others are skilled ironworkers, miners and carpenters.
Q.3
Evaluate the usefulness of SOURCE C as evidence of the reasons for the growth of the trade in African slaves.
(You may want to comment on who wrote it, when they wrote it, why they wrote it, what they say or what has been missed out.)
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