MIGRATION AND EMPIRE 1830-1939 - NATIONAL 5


IRELAND: POVERTY AND MIGRATION

                  5/1

SOURCE A describes the problems facing Catholics in Ireland before anti-catholic Laws were abolished in 1829.

SOURCE A

Until 1829 Catholics could not buy or inherit land from a Protestant and were not even allowed to educate their children.  When a Catholic died, his land had to be divided amongst his sons.  Between 1800 and 1850, the population of Ireland increased from five million to eight million.  More and more people were forced to make a bare living on smaller and smaller plots of land.

Q.1
Explain the reasons why Catholics in Ireland suffered from poverty in the early nineteenth century?
(Use SOURCE A and recall)
SOURCE B is from the 1851 Census Commission investigation into the deaths caused by famine in Ireland during the 1840s.

SOURCE B

Percentage of Famine Related Deaths in Ireland 1842-1850

	1842
	5.1 %

	1843
	5.2 %

	1844
	5.6 %

	1845
	6.4 %

	1846
	9.1 %

	1847
	18.5 %

	1848
	15.4 %

	1849
	17.9 %

	1850
	12.2 %



Q.2
Evaluate the usefulness of SOURCE B as evidence about the effects of the Irish famine.
(You may want to comment on who wrote it, when they wrote it, why they wrote it, what they say or what has been missed out.)
Q.3
Describe the ‘push factors’ that led to large-scale emigration from Ireland during the nineteenth century.
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