	St. Patrick’s Primary School
Broomhill Street 
Greenock  PA15 4HL
Telephone: (01475) 715696
Head Teacher:  Mrs K Doherty
http://stpatricks.inverclyde.sch.uk
instpatricks@glowscotland.onmicrosoft.com

	[image: ]
	Directorate for Education, Communities 
and Organisational Development
Clyde Square
Greenock PA15 4LY
Telephone: (01475) 712850
Corporate Director: Ruth Binks
admin.education@inverclyde.gov.uk


[image: August]
23rd August 2023
Dear Parents and Carers,
[image: ]I hope you all had a great summer and managed to spend some quality time with your children and families during the school holidays.  
Welcome to the first Newsletter of the year.  Newsletters are emailed to parents/carers monthly or so to keep you up-to-date with important information and events, as well as to share our successes and challenges throughout the year.  You’ll appreciate that there’s lots of information to share at the start of the year so this is quite a long newsletter – get a cuppa and get comfy!  Apologies to our P2-P7 families who are familiar with our routines and procedures but I have made some changes to some routines, particularly to morning and home time routines, so it’s worth having a read over. 
Please find the following at the end of the Newsletter for your information:
· 
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· Dates for Your Diary
· General Information and Procedures
· Letter from Education Services re safety in PE
· Attendance Matters! Leaflet
· Map of the School Grounds

[image: ]We had a fabulous first day back on Friday!  Thanks so much to all of our families for bringing / sending our children to school looking so fabulous in their school uniforms.  They were all so smart and handsome!  Our staff were busy taking photographs to capture as much as we could of the first day and we will post these on Twitter as soon as all photo permissions have been returned and checked.  It was an absolute joy to watch our children in the playground catching up with their friends.  I was especially proud of how well our P7 pupils played and looked after our new P1s and infant classes!  We have such kind and caring children in St Patrick’s – kindness was truly at the heart of everything I saw on Friday!  A good sign for a very successful year ahead!  
As well as welcoming 40 new P1s this year to St Patrick’s, we have also welcomed 21 new pupils across the school.  We are very lucky to be so popular.  The number of classes in the school has increased from 10 to 11.  Our new pupils were made to feel very welcome by their fellow St Patrick’s pupils and I was very proud to witness the care taken by our whole school to ensure our new pupils were as comfortable as they could be on their first day at St Patrick’s. 
Staff News
[image: ]We welcome new members of staff to the St Patrick’s team this session.  We are delighted to welcome four teachers, new to our school.  Miss Nelis (P3), Miss McCormick (P3/4), Mrs McDade (P5/6) and Miss Arkley who will be supporting learning in various classes throughout the school. We are also delighted to welcome Mrs Porter to our Pupil Support Assistant team.
I expect Mrs Ogilby to be absent from work in Term 1.  Mrs Ogilby is recovering from a wee procedure and should be fit and well to return to us in October.  She is missing our children very much!  Until Mrs Ogilby returns in October, Mrs O’Neill will be our acting Depute Head Teacher.  Mrs O’Neill’s remit will include ensuring that children with Additional Support Needs are progressing as well as they can.  Whilst Mrs O’Neill is acting DHT, Mrs Elder will be our acting Principal Teacher.  From next week, Miss Arkley will take over the teaching of P1/2 for Mrs Elder.
[image: ]School Playground Entry in the Mornings – Change to Routine 
Children can only gain entry into the playgrounds using 2 gates; the gate that leads to the infant playground (Broomhill Street entrance – see map), or the gate at the P4-P7 playground (Prospecthill Street entrance – see map).  Children will no longer be able to access the P4-P7 playground from the canteen gate entrance (see light blue oval shape on the map).  Prior to covid children were never allowed to use this gate for entry but during covid we’d introduced it as a way of ensuring distancing measures were followed, so we’re just returning to a pre-covid arrangement.  I feel this is safer and so we will no longer allow children access to the playground using the canteen gate.  Using Pathway 1 and Pathway 2 means children don’t have to cross the school carpark and so we will encourage children to use these pathways.  I would prefer children not to use Pathway 3 so they don’t have to cross the car park.
Wet Days
[image: wet days]Please note that pupils will be able to come into their classrooms on wet days in the morning from 8.45am.  Children are not permitted entry to the school building before 8:45am as staff are not available before 8:45am. 
· Pupils in downstairs classrooms; P1, P1/2, P2, P3 and P3/4 should come to the double doors in the infant playground (nearest the infant gates) where they will then make their way to their own classrooms.  
· Pupils in upstairs classrooms; P4, P5, P5/6, P6, P7A and P7B should come into the building via the same door as the infants (the double doors in the infant playground nearest the infant gates) or via the main door at the P4-P7 playground (gym hall end of the building).  
· During wet plays and wet lunch times pupils remain in their classes supervised by Support Staff, assisted by P7 Wet Play Monitors.  Pupils should bring in a puzzle book, colouring book, or something similar, to ensure that they can be actively engaged during wet plays.
· We will allow children to stay out to play at intervals and lunch times when it is raining, if it’s not too heavy.  Please ensure children come to school prepared for the unpredictable Scottish weather so they can be outside playing as much as possible.



[image: 3 o'clock and students - Download Free Vectors, Clipart Graphics ...]Home Time
P1 and P2 Pupils
· P1 and P2 pupils should be collected by a responsible adult at home time.  School staff supervise this and will only dismiss P1 and P2 children at home time to a responsible adult who is known to the children.  
· Pupils in the P1 and P1/2 classes are dismissed by school staff at the infant gate (see attached map).  Parents/Carers of children in Mrs Sinclair’s P1 and Mrs Anderson’s/Mrs Elder’s P1/2 class should stand in the paved area between the school office and the carpark from 2:55pm to be visible to their children (see attached map).
· Mrs Sinclair’s P1s will line up in single file at the infant gate, at the side nearest the building.  Children will be dismissed one at a time so that our staff can ensure children go to the correct adult.
· Mrs Anderson’s and Mrs Elder’s P1/2s will line up in single file at the infant gate too but they will be at the side nearest the road.  Children will be dismissed one at a time so that our staff can ensure children go to the correct adult.
· This takes time and will get quicker as children and families get used to the system.  In the meantime, I ask you for patience and understanding.  I realise that our families are very busy and keen to collect their children quickly but safety is more important to us than speed of dismissal.  Please stand back from the gates.  Please don’t shout your child’s name, as this just becomes a racket above the noise of the traffic.  Please wave to your child when they get to the front of the line and they’re looking for you with their teacher.  It might also be helpful if you stand in roughly the same place every day as children get used to where to look.  As I said, this will get quicker and I apologise for the inconvenience but I hope you’ll understand our priority will always be our children’s safety.
· Pupils in Miss Clark’s P2 class are dismissed by school staff from the canteen.  Parents/Carers of children in Miss Clark’s P2 class should stand on the mono-blocked area outside the canteen windows to be visible to their children from 2:55pm (see attached map).  Gates allowing access to the mono-blocked area will not be opened until 2:55pm.  Adults collecting children from Miss Clark’s P2 class must exit the school grounds via the canteen gate and back to Pathway 3 or Pathway 1 (see attached map).  Please note that Pathway 1 is safer than Pathway 3 as there is no need to cross the carpark if using Pathway 1.  Adults will not be permitted to walk through the P4-P7 playground at home time.  This is a health and safety matter to ensure the safety and welfare of our pupils and I thank you in advance for your support.  I realise it may cause some inconvenience to adults who live nearer the Prospecthill Street access but children’s safety is always our priority.
· Only pupils from Miss Clark’s P2 class are permitted to leave school by the canteen gate (see attached map).  No other child will be permitted to use this gate to exit the school grounds at home time.
· It is best if children know who is collecting them after school.  If there are changes you would like your child or staff to be aware of then please phone the school office to let us know.

[image: 3 o'clock and students - Download Free Vectors, Clipart Graphics ...]Home Time
P3-P7 Pupils
· P3-P7 pupils are dismissed from school doors and are not required to be collected from school gates by an adult.  School staff do not supervise the collection of children from P3-P7.  Pupils in P3-P7 are allowed to leave the school grounds by the infant gate (Pathway 1 on the attached map, leading to Broomhill Street) or by the back gate (Pathway 2 on the attached map, leading to Prospecthill Street).
· Adults collecting our P3-P7 pupils should not enter the school grounds at all but meet children on Prospecthill Street or Broomhill Street.
· Please remind your child that they should come back to the School Office after 3pm if they are expecting to be collected and no one has come for them.  
· It is the parents’/carers’ responsibility to make sure that children in P3-P7 know their home time arrangements.  
· Please make sure children know their home time arrangements before they come to school so they’re not worrying during the school day.
· If parents/carers are relying on other family members to collect children at home time, then please make them aware of the information shared here.
[image: ]Playground Supervision
Our playgrounds have adult supervision from 8:45am.  Mr Harkness opens the school gates before 8:45am but children who come to school before 8:45am will be unsupervised in the playground.  Children are not allowed in the pitch before 9am.  When it’s a dry day, our Pupil Support Assistants supervise children playing in the playground and pitch during intervals and lunch times. 
PE
This session children should continue to come to school wearing their PE kits on PE days; 
· [image: ]School polo shirt
· Navy Blue Jumper / Sweatshirt / Cardigan
· Black / navy / dark leggings or jogging trousers
· Trainers suitable for outdoors and indoors (Converse and Crocs are not suitable)
· Jacket suitable for outdoors in light rain
Please note that PE kits are only allowed to be worn on PE days.  Children should wear school uniform on the other 3 days.  Each class has 2 sessions of PE a week.  Please see tables below for PE days…
P4 – Mrs Campbell & Mr Osborne
Wednesday
Friday
P5 – Mrs McGeehan & Mr Osborne
Tuesday
Thursday
P5/6 – Mrs McDade & Miss Swinney
Tuesday
Thursday
P6 – Mr McGregor
Monday
Friday
P7A – Mrs McLean
Monday
Wednesday
P7B – Mrs Harvey
Tuesday
Thursday


	P1 – Mrs Sinclair
	Wednesday
Friday

	P1/2 – Mrs Anderson & Mrs Elder
	Wednesday
Friday

	P2 – Miss Clark
	Tuesday
Thursday

	P3 – Miss Nelis
	Monday
Friday

	P3/4 – Miss McCormick & Mrs Duffy
	Monday
Wednesday



Class Visits for Parents/Carers in September
[image: ]In the next few weeks, before the September weekend, one parent/carer (or one family member) will be welcome to visit your child’s classroom for a chance to see where your child learns.  Children will be delighted to welcome you to their classes for a visit and to chat to you about their new class.  Dates for each class are below.  Please arrive at the school canteen entrance (same entrance as Breakfast Club.  At the top of Pathway 3 on the attached map) for 2:10pm on the date below.  We are sorry to restrict this visit to only one adult per child but I’m sure you understand that our classrooms are very full and would be too cramped.
  P4 – Mrs Campbell & Mr Osborne
Thu 14th Sep
P5 – Mrs McGeehan & Mr Osborne
Tue 5th Sep
P5/6 – Mrs McDade & Miss Swinney
Mon 4th Sep
P6 – Mr McGregor
Fri 1st Sep
P7A – Mrs McLean
Mon 11th Sep
P7B – Mrs Harvey
Thu 7th Sep


	P1 – Mrs Sinclair
	Wed 6th Sep

	P1/2 – Mrs Anderson & Miss Arkley
	Tue 12th Sep

	P2 – Miss Clark
	Fri 8th Sep

	P3 – Miss Nelis
	Wed 13th Sep

	P3/4 – Miss McCormick & Mrs Duffy
	Fri 15th Sep




P4 and P7 Sacraments
[image: A picture containing icon

Description automatically generated]I met with Fr Gerry to begin planning this year’s Sacraments.  Parents of pupils in P4 and P7 will be sent an email soon to complete a Form so we know how many families wish their child to receive the Sacraments in P4 and P7.  Once we have collated those responses, I will be in touch with proposed dates for the Sacraments.  Details specifically for P4 and P7 pupils will be emailed separately – keep an eye on your emails.
[image: ]Annual Data Check Forms
Your child will be bringing home some forms to be completed.  Please ensure that you return all forms necessary to the school as soon as possible.  These forms are essential to the work we do in the school and to ensure the safety and wellbeing of our children.
Proposed Primary 7 Residential Trip to Millport
[image: ]Mrs Ogilby has provisionally booked a residential trip to Millport for our P7 pupils for the end of February 2024.  Please look out for a Form via email so that we can determine our families’ interest to decide whether the trip will be booked or not.


Parent Council
[image: ]Our first Parent Council Meeting of this school year will be held in the Staff Room in school on Monday, 11th September at 7pm.  We would love to see as many new faces as possible at our PC Meetings.  I hope our parents/carers who are new to us will join us.  Our meetings are very friendly and a great opportunity for discussions about how to improve our school.
Sunday Mass 
[image: ]Just a reminder that Mass is celebrated in St Patrick’s Church on Saturdays at 5:30pm and Sundays at 9:30am and 11am.  Children’s Liturgy is during 11am Mass.  On the first Sunday of each month our children lead the Liturgy of the Word at 11am Mass in St Patrick’s Church – we hope to have lots of P5-P7 children volunteering.
Homework
[image: ]I have asked teachers to begin giving homework on the week of Monday, 11th September.  Homework activities are designed to help children practise/reinforce their learning, provide parents with an opportunity to engage with children and their learning, and also to develop self-regulation skills in our children.  Activities should take around 20 minutes per night, Monday-Thursday, for pupils in P1-P3, and around 30 minutes per night, Monday-Thursday, for pupils in P4-P7.  Homework is not usually given for over the weekend.
[image: ]School Lunches
All children in Primary Schools in Inverclyde can have a canteen lunch at no cost.  I have attached a Lunch Menu to the end of this Newsletter.  Please read over it with your child so they know what is on offer each day.  Only the food on the menu is available.  The school canteen is unable to provide anything else.  If your child does not like anything on the menu then please send them to school with a packed lunch.  Children are required to order their lunch in class each morning.
Children’s Rights
[image: ]All classes are busy learning about Children’s Rights and discussing their Class Charters for the new year ahead.  In the coming week, ask your child about the rights they have chosen as the priorities for their class. 
[image: ]Summer Reading Challenge
Challenge ends on Saturday, 26th August.  Pop into any Inverclyde Library to return or borrow books.  Children who complete the challenge will be invited to a celebration in Greenock Town Hall in Sep.
Tempest Photographer
[image: ]On Friday, 15th September, a photographer will visit the school to take individual photos of the children.  There is also an opportunity for siblings who attend the school to have photos taken together.  You may wish pupils to come to school wearing their shirt and tie.

Twitter
[image: ]Please follow us on Twitter.	  @StPatricksPS15	

Thanks for taking the time to read our Newsletter.  Please remember to check your emails regularly and Twitter for updates.  As ever we love to have feedback from our families.  Please use the link below to send us any suggestions or feedback…
August 2023 Newsletter Feedback

Kind regards,
Mrs Kirsteen Doherty
Head Teacher

[image: ]DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Mon 11th Sep			Parent Council Meeting & AGM – 7pm – School
Wed 13th Sep			P7 to St Mary’s Church for 10am Mass with Bishop John
Fri 15th Sep			Tempest Photography – Individual and sibling photos

Fri 22nd Sep			HOLIDAY – School closed for September Weekend
Mon 25th Sep			HOLIDAY – School closed for September Weekend
Tue 26th Sep			Pupils and staff return to school for 9am

9th – 11th Oct			Authority Review of School

Mon 16th Oct – Fri 20th	HOLIDAY – School closed for October Week
Mon 23rd Oct			In-service Day – School closed for pupils
Tue 24th Oct			Pupils and staff return to school for 9am




GENERAL INFORMATION AND PROCEDURES
School Uniform
[image: ]We are very proud that our school uniform is plain and simple and so can be easily bought in a local store, including items with the school badge.  Most items are also available in local supermarkets too.  This is to keep the cost down.  We are always very mindful of the financial constraints on our families.  I ask for your support with our uniform policy, not only because it is a great way to help maintain our St Patrick’s identity, but it is also a huge help to us in our work to promote social justice.  We want to avoid the division that can be caused when children wear branded goods.  Our children should never feel concerned about their families’ financial status and we don’t want our children worrying about keeping up with wearing expensive, branded items of clothing.  Our school is based on equity and inclusion where everyone should feel free from unnecessary worry.  Our children look very smart in their uniforms.  Our uniform helps our children feel a sense of belonging to the St Patrick’s Family and has always been supported well by our families.  Please remember we’re happy to take any school uniform items that no longer fit your child for our eco-friendly uniform bank.  Unwanted items of uniform can be handed into the school office.  Please make sure pockets are empty and items are clean.
The uniform for the school is outlined below:
· 
· Blue Shirt / Blouse for wearing with a tie, and on special occasions
· Blue Polo Shirt for PE days and any other day that a tie is not required
· Navy Blue Skirt / Pinafore
· Grey Trousers
· School Tie
· Navy Blue Jumper / Sweatshirt / Cardigan
· Black shoes

[image: ]Inhalers/Medicine
· Occasionally children are prescribed medication that are required to be given during the school day.  A family member is welcome to come to the office to administer medication to children, or if necessary, medicine can be administered by school staff.  If your child requires medicine to be administered in school please bring the medicine to the school office where a form should be completed with the appropriate information.  All medicines should be in their original bottle or packaging with the dispensing chemist label specific for your child clearly visible.
· Pupils who need an inhaler should have an inhaler with them at all times (for example, out in the playground or down at the pitch at playtimes) and must know how to use them by themselves.  Please also provide an additional inhaler to the school for storage in class, just in case of emergencies.  This includes spacers to be used with inhalers.  All inhalers and spacers should be in their original packaging with the dispensing chemist label specific for your child clearly visible.  
· If your child requires medicine to treat a condition or illness that requires urgent action or urgent administration of medicine eg an EpiPen, then please contact the school immediately, if you have not already made us aware and provided the medication.
· Please note that it is the responsibility of parents/carers to make sure that all inhalers and all medicines are in date.    
Attendance and Timekeeping
[image: ][image: school attendance]Attendance and good timekeeping are very important to us in St Patrick’s because we know our children learn better when they are at school (see attached Attendance Matters! leaflet for your information).  If your child is absent from school, for any reason, phone the school to notify us of the absence and the reason for the absence between 8:30am and 9:15am on the morning of each day of absence.  In line with Inverclyde’s Attendance Policy, I monitor attendance and timekeeping very closely.  I will contact you if your child’s attendance or timekeeping is causing concern.  If attendance falls below 90%, a letter to inform you will be sent to you.
It is important that children arrive in time for school beginning at 9am.  It helps them prepare for class starting and the day ahead.  It gives them a chance to meet their friends and is essential for progress in learning to be made.  I do understand that lateness is inevitable on occasion but this should not be a regular occurrence.  If late-coming exceeds 5 occasions in a school year this gives me cause for concern.  Children who arrive after the bell rings at 9am are marked late.  It is important that if a child is late to school, he/she enters the school via the main office, as the other entrance gates and doors are closed at 9am, this includes the gate accessed on Prospecthill Street (Pathway 2 on the attached map).  Younger children should be escorted by a parent/carer to the office if they are late.  
Illness
[image: ]Children should not attend school if they are unwell.  Please notify the office if your child is unwell and can’t attend school.  Please keep us informed if your child is suffering from an infectious illness eg chicken pox.  We ask parents and carers to remember that if children are absent from school because of vomiting or diarrhoea, that they do not come back to school until 48 hours after the last time they vomited or had diarrhoea, even if they feel well and look better.
Appointments
[image: ]It is sometimes necessary for children to be absent from school for medical or dental appointments.  Please do your best to make these appointments outwith school hours, if possible.  If your child has a medical appointment within school hours please phone the school office beforehand with details.  Your child must be collected from the school office at the agreed time. 
School Security
[image: ]All visitors to the school must report to the office.  To notify our office staff that you are there, please push the button marked “School Office” located on the wall at the right-hand side of the main door.  Please note that the only adults allowed in our playground are school staff, this is to ensure the safety of our children.  I would also like to remind all of our families that they should not approach the school fence if they are walking past when children are out playing or learning.
Parental Contacts and Annual Data Check and Consent Forms
[image: ]Please ensure that you return all forms necessary to the school as soon as possible.  These forms are essential to the work we do in the school and delays in returning them can hold us back in organising events for our children.
· [image: ]Annual Data Check forms must be returned immediately so that we can update our records.  It is important that contact details are always up-to-date to ensure we can contact you quickly in the event that your child is unwell.  It is also essential that you keep us informed of any medical conditions that may affect your child so that we can ensure the health and wellbeing of your child.
· Changes of address or phone numbers must be communicated to the school office as soon as possible.
School Funds
[image: ]In St Patrick’s, we are very mindful of the financial constraints and pressures that can face our families.  This is why we do not ask our parents to pay for individual activities or events that we arrange for our children (with the exception the optional P7 Residential Trip).   Our Parent Council have always been very supportive of our endeavour to be mindful of the cost of the school day, and still to provide the best learning opportunities for our children.  They have made it clear that parents would prefer to pay a small donation weekly rather than pay a larger cost to fund a specific event eg a school trip.  
· Parents/carers can pay a suggested donation of 50p per week (a total cost of £20 per year) or £1 per week for a family of more than 1 child in St Patrick’s (a total cost of £40 per year).
· This is a voluntary payment and can be paid in lump sums or from 50p at a time through ParentPay. 
· School Funds allow us to pay for events and treats for our children throughout the year without any additional cost to families.  Using School Funds we are usually able to fund a whole school trip to the Beacon Panto in December, and for each class to have an educational outing at some point in the year.  It also allows us to get wee treats for the children at different times in the year eg Hallowe’en, Christmas…  
· This is only possible if our families, who can contribute, do.  The rise in cost of bus hire, for example, has meant we have no savings to fall back on.  Some of our families have already donated School Funds this year – thanks for your support.
Communication
[image: ]Here at St Patrick’s we really do want to get it right for all of our children, and we hope that our parents/carers know that we appreciate your input and support to help us get it right.  We value the opinions of our parents/carers and work hard to promote a kind atmosphere in our school.  It is important to us that you know that we want to work in partnership to provide the best experiences and outcomes possible for our children.  If you feel we could do something better, want to voice a concern, or tell us a positive, then we’re happy to hear from you directly.  Please don’t use social media to voice concerns or complain.  I don’t monitor social media and therefore your concern or complain would go unfixed and serve only as poor publicity for the school.  As a school we endeavour to do our best to continually improve and so parents/carers should never be worried about sharing any feelings of concern or complaint, if they arise.  If your communication is specific to your own child then please telephone the school office to arrange a phone call back or meeting with myself or a member of the Leadership Team.  In the Newsletter each month, there’s a direct link to a Form for you to communicate with us about more general comments.  
Health Promoting School
[image: A group of fruits

Description automatically generated with low confidence]We are proud to be a health promoting school.  We encourage physical activity in our children and provide opportunities daily for children to get active.  Our catering staff provide lunches in line with Scottish Government guidance to ensure children receive options that are appropriately nutritionally balanced.  
· We recommend that children come to school with a healthy snack for playtimes.  A piece of fruit, such as an apple or a banana, is ideal.  Lots of sugary snacks or snacks with additives are not good for our children – they can impact energy levels and can cause disruption to concentration.  
· All children should bring a reusable bottle of water to school every day, and take it home at the end of every day to be properly cleaned.  We have cold water taps for our children to refill their bottles during the day.  Children are encouraged to drink their water in class throughout the day.  Hydration helps learning!  No other drinks are permitted in class.  If you wish your child to drink milk, diluting juice or a carton of fruit juice these must be kept for play time or lunch time.  
· Fizzy drinks, of any sort, in any kind of container, are not permitted and should not be brought to school at any time by any pupil.
[image: ][image: ]Outdoor Learning
We engage our children in learning outside as much as possible.  Please ensure that your child is prepared for the ever changeable Scottish weather (all seasons in one day might mean they need a rain jacket and a hat or sun cream!).
Car Park
[image: ]Parents/Carers and families should not park in the school car park or use it to drop off or collect children.  There should be no parents or family members in the school carpark at any time during the school day.  The car park is for staff use only.  This is for the safety of our children and I strongly urge you to support this rule.  Very often parents and family members are tempted to use the car park on rainy days – please don’t.  It is far safer, albeit wetter, to park safely further away and walk.  
Please note that you may not get a space close to the school and may need to park further away and walk to collect your child.  Please do not be tempted to park on zig zag lines or double park to collect your child.  Double parking is illegal and dangerous. I would urge anyone in the school community who witnesses any dangerous or illegal parking to call the police and report the registration number of the car involved.  Our children’s safety is paramount.
Nut Free School
[image: no nuts]Please remember St Patrick’s is a nut free school as we may have pupils with nut allergies.  Please help us keep our children safe and healthy and do not give your child any snacks or food containing nuts, this includes sandwiches with nut spreads such as peanut butter or chocolate nut spreads.
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Dear Parent/Carer
Inverclyde Education ‘Health and Safety in PE Code of Practice’ instructs staff that all jewellery, watches, belts with metal buckles, etc may cause injury to the wearer or others taking part in PE and that they must, therefore, be removed – it is not enough to cover the jewellery.  It is absolutely essential that your child complies with this instruction or they will not be able to participate in practical PE lessons to ensure that he/she does not suffer unnecessary injury or cause injury to others.
This is a particular difficulty where jewellery is worn as a result of body piercing for several reasons; as jewellery worn in this way may be difficult, or impossible, to remove; such jewellery may be worn on parts of the body which the teacher would not see, normally covered by clothing.
I would ask that you give serious thought to the medical implications of the body piercing process; if you are certain that you wish your child to undertake this you should then ensure that it be done in such a way that jewellery inserted can be removed.  It would also be helpful if you could ensure that if your child undertakes this process that it be done during a major holiday period to avoid disruption to your child’s classes.  A child cannot undertake PE until healing is complete.
Finally, I would ask that before you decide to allow your child to undergo body piercing, that you contact your child’s Head Teacher so that the possible consequences of such a step can be discussed.
I look forward to your help and co-operation in this for the sake of your child’s all-round education.
Yours sincerely
[image: ]

Tony McEwan
Head of Culture, Communities and Educational Resources
Enquiries To:  Michelle Twaddle / Lynn Roberts
Secretary to Head of Culture, Communities and Educational Resources
Tel:  01475 712828
	Why is school so important?  





School supports our children and 
young people

To grow confidence and self esteem
To experience success in their learning
To understand responsibility
To learn the benefits of contributing to school/community life
To have fun and make friends
To experience new things
To gain qualificationsDid you know?
Interesting Fact *
Unsettled friendship groups, emotional and behaviour difficulties, unsuccessful learning and lower employment opportunities can result from  poor attendance.
*  'Included, engaged and involved part 1: promoting and managing school attendance' 2019

	Every Day Counts 



Attendance percentages can be misleading.
 Consider the following: 
	%
	Days missed equivalent to
	Impact

	100%  
	  0
	Excellent
Gives your child the best chance of success and gets them off to a flying

	95% 
	9 days
1 week & 4 days
	Good
Gives your child the best chance of success and gets them off to a flying start

	90% 
	19 days 
3 weeks & 4 days 
	Poor
Less chance of success. Makes it harder to progress.

	85% 
	27 days 
5 weeks & 2 days (Almost half a term )
	
Very Poor
Serious implications

	80% 
	36 days
 7 weeks & 1 days (Half a term)
	


Unacceptable
Serious implications on learning and progress.
Unacceptable

	75% 
	45 days
 9 weeks Almost a whole term)
	


[image: C:\Users\u444175\Pictures\animation\speech-bubble-4963618_1280.png]95% and above attendance is the target!

	We know your child can be off for a variety of reasons?

[image: C:\Users\u444175\Pictures\animation\speech-bubble-4963618_1280.png]We understand that there will be times when your child can not attend school *




Your child may be off if:  
· they are ill
· attending a medical appointment
· Going to a Children’s Hearing/Care Review or other service provider, e.g Social work 
· Religious observance/cultural issues
· Exceptional domestic circumstances
· Bereavement
· Wedding or funerals of those close to the family
· Arranged absence of Gypsy/traveller families
· Participation in activities agreed by the school
· Family holidays, only agreed in exceptional circumstances
· During an exclusion
· Lack of transport due to bad weather
· Covid isolation





*Inverclyde Attendance Policy 


	Support is available
 



If you are experiencing difficulties getting  your child into school, talk to us! 
Your child may feel anxious, worried or just not want to go.
We are here to help.  
Contact Mrs Doherty or Mrs Ogilby.


  










	Other agencies that can help:
ParentLine Scotland
At some time all parents find that parenting can be difficult or stressful. ParentLine Scotland is the free, confidential, telephone helpline for anyone caring for a child in Scotland. You can call about any problem, however big or small.
Phone: 0808 800 2222. 
On line at: www.children1st.org.uk/parentline-scotland


	
Childline
Children and young people can get confidential help about any question, concern or worry.
Phone: 08001111. 
On line at: www.childline.org.uk

	
Enquire
Enquire is the Scottish advice service for additional support for learning and operates a helpline for parents, carers and practitioners. 
An interpreter can be arranged upon request. 
Telephone helpline Phone: 0845 123 2303. 
E-mail: info@enquire.org.uk 
On line at: www.enquire.org.uk




	Knowing my child is safe! 



We need to know your child is safe if they are not at school.

What you need to do!
 Contact the office on the first day of absence by:
· Phone call on 01475 715696
· Please do this between 08:30 and 09:15




What the school needs to do if we don’t hear from you by 9:30am!
· Firstly a phone call will be made to the main contact.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]If there is no reply then we will contact your emergency numbers
· If we are still unclear as to the whereabouts of your child then we may contact other agencies who may decide to make a home visit to check all is well and your child is safe.  

Our priority in following all these steps is to ensure that your child is safe and well and are in line with Inverclyde’s attendance & child protection guidelines.
	

Attendance Matters! 
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St Patrick’s Primary School






School Name:  St Patrick’s Primary School
Absence contact/text number:
01475 715696
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Inverclyde Primary School Lunch Menu
August 2023 — June 2024

All Pupils in Inverclyde Primary schools are entitled to choose a free meal
from the menu provided.

A complete meal will comprise of a Starter, Main meal option 1, 2, 3 or 4,
and dessert when available. All meals are served with seasonal vegetables
and/or salad, fresh fruit and a drink of milk or water.

Medically prescribed dietary requirements can be catered for on request,
please ask for a request form from your child's school or your child's
dietician.

Allergen information for our school lunch menu is available on the
Inverclyde council website, on request from your child's school and
displayed within lunch halls.

School Catel

g Facility Feedback

Inverclyde Council aim to provide a high quality catering service for all
pupils. We welcome and encourage feedback in order for us to continually
improve our services. You can submit feedback at School Catering Facility
Feedback where you will find the School Catering Facility feedback form.
Menus are subject to change in unforeseen circumstances.

Inverclyde Council are proud to hold a Bronze Food for Life award. To find
out more about what this means for your child’s school meals please visit:
http://www.foodforlife.org.ul





