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End of Term

It is hard to believe that we have less than a week left of our school session. It has been a year that
has brought both challenge and great reward. This last term we have seen our COVID restrictions
being removed in school and it has been a real pleasure to have families back in the school. For
some of our newer families, the last few weeks have given them opportunities to be in the school
for the very first time. As we look forward to the new session, | am sure we will have many more
opportunities to be together.

Congratulations and Best Wishes to Primary 7
‘ : " Our Primary 7 pupils have very recently received the

= Sacrament of Confirmation. This was a most beautiful evening
where the children were supported in prayer by their

" sponsors, their families, school staff, parishioners and Father

™ Laurent. They have also completed their transition visits to

| high school which UL s :

have been very

Ty T = ., positive indeed.

On Tuesday evening they had their beach themed (their
choice) leavers’ disco which was a great success. On Friday
morning they will have their Leavers’ Mass which our whole
school will attend. The families of our P7 pupils are also
invited to join us at this Mass at 11am. As this is a special

occasion we ask that all pupils wear their shirts and ties.
We wish our P7s the very best as they take their next steps as young adults.
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Our new classes

All of our pupils now know who their class teacher will be in August. Moving on is always exciting
but can bring a few nerves too. With the introduction of six

composite classes in the new session, all pupils will find that = ‘s B0
they have new people to get to know in their class. Our J ?T."‘“; AR\ "l; ,
teachers will take time in the new session to ensure that - T I

everyone gets to know one another. With our playground zones = o ‘ﬁ
remaining in August, the children will meet up with friends from 77wl e» &w - o
their year group that may be in the other composite class. There e "—;' L2l will

be seven play zones in total; one for each year group. P1-P3 pupils will have their play zones in the
infant playground and P4 — P7 will have their play zones in the senior playground. Each year group
will also come together to have lunch eg the P5 pupils from P6/5 and P5/4 will be called to sit and
eat together in the canteen. This allows the children to maintain existing friendships.

Staffing for the new session
Our teachers for the new session are as follows

Primary 2/1 Mrs McGachy

Primary 3/2 Mrs Moses

Primary 4/3 Mrs Rose

Primary 5/4 Miss Kearns

Primary 6/5 Mrs McColl

Primary 7/6 Mrs McEnaney and Mrs Williamson (Mrs Williamson will also provide planning time for
teachers from P4/3 classes up to P7)

Primary 7 Mr Marrone (new to our staff team next session)

Miss Donnelly will continue as our nurture teacher and also provide planning time for our P2/1 and
P3/2 teachers. Mrs Harkins will continue as our Support for Learning teacher. Mrs Deacon has been
with us on a supply basis since January and will return to us as a permanent member of staff in
August. She will provide additional support for identified groups of learners to help them reach
their milestones. Miss Friedlein joins us as our recovery teacher this session and will also provide
additional support for identified groups of learners to help them reach their milestones. Our Pupil
Support Assistant team will be joined by Ms Wilson.

Sadly at this time of year we always have goodbyes to say to staff and
this year is no different. On Tuesday we will have to say goodbye to
Mrs Coughlan, Mrs Bateman, Mrs Felgate, Miss Docherty, Mr Hemphill,
Miss Black, Mrs Coulter and Miss Beaton. We sincerely thank them for

their service to our school and their commitment to our children and
families. We wish them the very best as they move on to the next
exciting chapter in their careers.
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Jubilee Tea Party

Thank you to everyone who came along to our Jubilee Tea Party on 1t June. We had 97 visitors on
the day! Thank you to everyone who donated baking or raffle items. The total raised on the day
was £335. Our P7s used this money to present £100 to Missio at their Confirmation with the
remainder being used for their leavers’ party. Some photographs from the event can be viewed at
https://twitter.com/SMPG1964/status/1532060058242420738?s=20&t=UVgoLIlvD3XvYidtsliqylA

Family Barbecue

Where do we begin? WOW! What a night this turned out to be! The turnout on the evening was
beyond anything we could have hoped for. It was wonderful to see so many of our families coming
together for a fun evening. None of it, of course, would have been possible without the support of
our Parents’ Group and the volunteers who worked tirelessly before and during the event to make
the evening such a wonderful event. Through everyone’s combined efforts the magnificent sum of
£1495.27 was raised. In addition to this our P7 lucky number and Aunt Sally stall raised £226.50.

Thank you to everyone who came along and made the night such a success.

Reporting to Parents

Thank you to everyone who completed the survey in our last newsletter. Your feedback was most
helpful and will support our improvement planning next session.
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School Uniform
As families start to plan for the new session, here is a reminder of our school uniform

white polo shirt or shirt
grey skirt, pinafore, trousers or shorts
maroon knitwear or sweatshirt

= =4 4 A

school tie

Please remember that it is not necessary to have the school logo on polo shirts, sweatshirts and
knitwear. We simply ask that families respect the colours of our school uniform.

There will be a local uniform recycle and swap shop during the holidays. Please keep an eye on
your Parish bulletin and social media for further details.

Over the last two years we have had a relaxed approach to uniform. This will continue in the new
session but only on PE days. On PE days, pupils may wear dark leggings without patterns or
tracksuit trousers with their white polo shirt and maroon sweatshirt.

Branded sweatshirts, t-shirts, tracksuits etc are not part of our uniform and therefore should not be
worn to school at any time. Football colours are not permitted at any time; this includes after
school clubs.

Hoodies do not form part of our school uniform and have traditionally been reserved for our P7
leavers. We know that companies will make hoodies with our school logo but we ask that these are
not purchased.

We have recently received a safety alert in relation to Leavers’ hoodies which reads as follows:

i Ihas been brought to our attention that, across Scotland, smaller sized adult hoodies, which had
been ordered as part of the leavers celebrations, may have been provided to P7 pupils who are
under 14. As these were adult hoodies they are likely to have free running hood cords; these cords
are not permitted onc h i | dclothimy@ssthere is a safety risk due to entrapment and strangulation
risk, though this risk is low.

As all hoodies are now likely to have been distributed we would ask that parents are advised to
check any hoodie purchased for their child and if it has a free running cord to remove it by pulling it
from the garment and cutting it up. If hoodies are still awaiting distribution any cords should be
removed prior to issuing to any child under 14.

We are aware that many parents may prefer to purchase a small adult garment for their child so that
they can keep it and utilise it for a few years, therefore for future reference any such adult garments
purchased must have hood cords removed before issue. However preference should be for
purchase of such garments from appropriatec h i | dclottimgd s nges . 0
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P5 Fairtrade and Enterprise Events

Our P5s very successfully led our Fairtrade Assembly and
organised our Fairtrade tuck shop. The tuck shop sales
came to £241 and the profits from this will support the
work of Fairtrade UK. The children in P5 also developed a
range of skills through their recent enterprise projects.
These raised the grand total of £100. The children
suggested ways in which the money could be spent, one of

which was to buy playground games for classes. However,
they unanimously voted to donate the money to Ardgowan Hospice. We thank our P5s for having
such kind hearts and showing true compassion to others. You can view their Enterprise video at
https://twitter.com/i/status/1537563293811982338

Baby News!

Congratulations to Mrs Deegan and her husband on the safe arrival of their
beautiful baby girl, Grace Catherine. We wish them lots of love and not too many
“'.9“\‘-",@@‘ sleepless nights!

D 4

End of term Mass

Our end of term Mass takes place on Tuesday 28™ June at
10am in Holy Family Church and families are most welcome
to join us. If you would like to walk with us, please meet us
in the front courtyard at 9.40am.

Summer Holidays

Our school closes at 1pm on Tuesday 28 June for the summer

holidays. We hope everyone has a wonderful time and that the
(M% W weather is kind to us all. To all those who are moving on, we wish

you the very best and we will follow with interest your next steps,

g M E whatever or wherever they may be.

On a personal note | would like to say a huge thank you to our staff
team and partner agencies for all their hard work and support during this school year. They have
adapted and responded to an ever-changing set of guidance and regulations whilst continuing to
ensure that the children’s wellbeing and learning was at the centre of everything — thank you!

Here’s to a happy holiday for us all!
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Inverclyde Council ~ Education Services

2002-2023 School Calendar

September 2022

January 2023

. School Closed/ Holidoys

. School Open

Inservice doys -5
Teacher days— 195
Pupil days - 150

Teacher in-Service Day (no school for students)




