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Dear Parents
It gives me great pleasure to be welcoming everyone back to St John’s Primary and Nursery Class after a very long and difficult journey. We are looking forward to meeting up with pupils and families again and welcoming our new pupils and families. School will be different, as we have made changes to ensure the safety of pupils and staff is paramount. We are excited to begin our learning journey together again and look forward to reconnecting with everyone. 

The information in this newsletter will outline some of the key safety measures are in place to support the safe return to school for all pupils and staff. 
Inverclyde Council have issued a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) information sheet to all parents/carers covering many aspects of the reopening of schools and nurseries and should be read in conjunction with this newsletter.
Proposed Class Structure Session 2020/2021
Further to the announcement from the First Minister regarding school reopening and Inverclyde Council guidance being communicated, I can now confirm the Class Structure for Session 20/21:
Primary 1a – Mrs Walker

Primary 1b – Mrs McSherry

Primary 2 – Mrs Paul

Primary 2/3 – Mrs McNeil

Primary 3 – Mrs MacDonald

Primary 4a – Mrs Coll

Primary 4b – Miss McGachy

Primary 5 – Miss Sinclair

Primary 5/6 – Mrs Gilmartin

Primary 6 – Miss Wilkins

Primary 7 – Miss Polonis

NCCT – Mrs Scott & Mr Craig

Nurture – Miss Anderson

Support for Learning – Mrs Smith

You will receive an email on Friday, 7 August 2020 to inform you of the class your child will be in for the coming session and the teacher they will have. 
Phased Return

Inverclyde Council Education Department has recommended a short phased return for pupils to ensure a smooth transition back to school. Please see table below:

	Day
	Action 1
	Action 2

	Tuesday, 11 August 2020
	In-service Day
	Pupils should not attend

	Wednesday, 12 August 2020
	Primary 1 pupils should attend at 9am – 3pm
	Only 1 parent/carer per pupil should bring their child in to the playground where staff will be there to welcome them in to the school building. The same applies for uplifting your child.

	Thursday, 13 August 2020
	All Primary 1 pupils and all Group A pupils (P2 – 7 pupils - as identified via email at the end of last session)at 9am – 3pm
	Pupils will meet their new teacher in a relaxed transition

	Friday , 14 August 2020
	All Primary 1 pupils and all Group B pupils (P2 – 7 pupils - as identified via email at the end of last session) at 9am – 3pm
	Pupils will meet their new teacher in a relaxed transition

	From Monday, 17 August 2020 
	All pupils attend school following the staggered start times indicated below
	Staggered entry times and exit Times – see below for details


Organisation for Returning to School

In order that we can ensure the safety of pupils and staff, the following protocols have been put in place to support the safe return to school.

· Unfortunately, parents will not be able to accompany their child into school on their first day as the Scottish Government guidelines do not allow for this. 
· Parents/Carers of Primary 1 pupils will be allowed to drop off and uplift their children from the playground, socially distanced and only one parent/carer per child. Staff will assist in collecting your children from you and bringing them in to the school
· No other adults will be allowed in the playground before or after school. 

I am aware of the concern that parents/carers will have regarding picking up their children at the end of the school day. A staggered start and end to the day should assist in reducing congestion around the school. I would encourage a park and stride approach from parents/carers to ensure the access and egress points from the school are kept as clear as possible.
	Staggered Times

	Primary 1 – 4 pupils
	8.45am
	Pupils should enter the playground as close to the start of the school day as possible and proceed directly to their class – there will be opportunities for pupils to hand sanitise on entry to the school

	2.45pm
	Pupils will exit the building and should proceed to an arranged meeting point to be uplifted by their parent/carer. 
Only P1 parents/carers will be allowed in the playground to uplift their child following the guidance outlined above
Pupils should be aware of their arrangements for getting home at the end of the school day.

	Primary 5 – 7 pupils
	9.00am
	Pupils should enter the playground as close to the start of the school day as possible and proceed directly to their class – there will be opportunities for pupils to hand sanitise on entry to the school
	3.00pm
	Pupils will exit the building and should proceed to an arranged meeting point to be uplifted by their parent/carer. 

Pupils should be aware of their arrangements for getting home at the end of the school day.


The school day has also had to be altered to support safety measures. These measures are outlined below:
	The School day

	Primary 1 – 4 pupils
	10.15am – 10.30am
	Break time – 

· Primary 1 and 2 pupils will access the rear playground

· Primary 3 and 4 pupils will access the front playground
· Pupils can have snacks however they must not share these snacks with others and must dispose of any litter in the bins provided
· Pupils will be supervised in the playground 
	11.45am – 12.30pm
	Lunch Time –

· Pupils will eat their lunch in class prior to accessing the playground for their break
· Pupils can bring a packed lunch or order a meal (hot or cold) from the canteen which will be brought to the classroom
· All rubbish will be removed after pupils have eaten their lunch
· Pupils will be supervised in the playground

	Primary 5 – 7 pupils
	10.35am – 10.50am
	Break Time – 

· Primary 5 – 7 pupils will access the front playground in zoned areas for their breaks
· Pupils can have snacks however they must not share these snacks with others and must dispose of any litter in the bins provided
· Pupils will be supervised in the playground
	12.30pm – 1.15pm
	Lunch Time –

· Pupils will receive their lunch in class prior to accessing the playground for their break
· Pupils can bring a packed lunch or order a meal from the canteen which will be brought to the classroom
· All rubbish will be removed after pupils have eaten their lunch
· Pupils will be supervised in the playground


	Hygeine

	All aspects of hygiene such as washing hands and using hand sanitizer will remain in place. At a minimum, pupils will need to wash their hands as they enter and exit the building, before and after eating and after visiting the toilet. The latter two should be common practice. Schools and ELCs will promote personal hygiene and encourage pupils to take responsibility for this. Relevant Risk Assessments have been completed to ensure safety measures remain a priority.

	Response to Co-Vid 19

	If a staff member or pupil becomes unwell due to suspected coronavirus, they must wait in a ventilated space until they can be collected or get home safely. They will then need to get tested for coronavirus and they and their household must self-isolate. If they test positive for coronavirus they’ll be asked to continue to self-isolate for 10 days and their close contacts, identified through contact tracing, will be asked to self-isolate for 14 days.

If other staff or pupils need to self-isolate as a result of coming to contact with them, the school, nursery and Local Authority will consult with public health professional and the NHS who will decide if the rest of the class need to self-isolate. You can find out more about the test and protect scheme here: 
https://www.nhsinform.scot/campaigns/test-and-protect


	Resources

	Pupils can bring in a school bag and a small amount of their own resources such as stationary. We will provide learning resources for pupils to use in an allocated tray. Pupils must not bring in additional things such as soft toys. Pupils should not share any of the things they bring into school. Where reading books are sent home these will be quarantined on their return to school and cleaned before being used again by other children

	Learning & Teaching

	On the initial return to school, we will plan activities which will provide opportunities for children to reconnect with school, their teachers and staff and their classmates and to explore their experience of lockdown. Supporting mental health and wellbeing of pupils and staff will be our key priority.

Teachers will strike a balance between offering experiences and learning focused around health and well-being with a focus on getting back to core learning.

Outdoor learning will also be a strong feature of the curriculum on offer. 

Homework will continue, however an increase in using online resources will be used to support pupil learning. Staff will use a range of ways to mark and feedback on home learning other than physically marking papers. 



	Uniform and PE


	I am aware that parents have bought or are in the process of buying uniforms and that a relaxed uniform was proposed to support outdoor learning activities as we return to school for next session. To ensure that there is no additional expense, parents will have the option of wearing the full school uniform or a relaxed uniform, if that is what has already been purchased. We are very proud of our uniform and will, over the course of the year, see a gradual return to full uniform. On PE days, pupils should wear appropriate clothing for physical activities indoors and outdoors.



	Contact Details

	It is important that we have the correct contact details for parents/carers and emergency contacts as we may need to contact you urgently. If your details have changed, please let us know via the school email address:

INStJohns@glowscotland.onmicrosoft.com
As we need to manage and minimise parents and visitors going into schools and nurseries any contact should be via email or phone call. 

Telephone No: 01475 715728

Email: INStJohns@glowscotland.onmicrosoft.com



Yours Sincerely

Mark Coyle

Mark Coyle

HEAD TEACHER
Respect
Honesty
Patience
Love 
   Ambition
