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Dear Parents/Carers,

Time is passing very quickly and it is hard to believe that we are into September already. The staff and pupils have settled well and are familiarising themselves with the new routines. I would like to thank all parents/carers for their support as we work together to ensure that this year is a very successful one.

Primary 1 & Nursery Pupils

I am delighted to say that the new Primary 1 pupils continue to settle in very well. They looked wonderful in their uniforms as they posed for the Greenock Telegraph photo. They will also team up with their buddies to be supported in the canteen and at play. Our new Nursery children have had a wonderful start to the year and have settled very well. We look forward to the contributions they will make throughout this year.
Parking At St John’s Primary
In line with Health & Safety Guidelines, I have been asked to ensure that all cars parking near St John’s Primary School and Nursery demonstrate a safe approach and a high level of respect for our neighbours. Many thanks for your cooperation in this matter.

Reporting to Parents
Parental Interviews take place in the school hall on Thursday 10 October 2019 from 3.15pm – 5pm and 6pm – 8pm. Times are allocated to parents/carers and staff will be delighted to discuss pupil progress at this time.  Further information to follow.  We look forward to meeting as many parents/carers as possible.

Health Promoting School 

In St John’s Primary we pride ourselves on being a very healthy school with lots of sporting activities on the go. We also take great care over what we eat and drink. We encourage healthy snacks and it is nice to go into the canteen and see so many of our children eating very healthily. Please note that cost of a school meal is £2.05 – as we are now a cashless establishment all payments should be made via ParentPay.
Breakfast Club
The Breakfast Club has already started and is available from 8am – 8.45am, (Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday). We look forward to as many pupils attending as possible.  Pupils who attend the Breakfast Club will now have access to a programme of wellbeing activities delivered by Mr Mullan (Health & Wellbeing Coach) on a Tuesday and Wednesday morning. Pupils will enter the playground at 8.45am where they will be supervised by School Support Staff. It is only through continued use of the Breakfast Club that we will be able to offer this service.

Please note that the cost of the Breakfast Club is £1 per day, payable via ParentPay. Any child who is in receipt of a clothing grant will gain access to the Breakfast Club for free.
Wet Days

Please note that pupils will be allowed into the school building at 8.45am on wet weather days. This is to ensure that a member of staff is on hand to supervise the pupils. During wet days pupils remain in class at break times. Pupils should bring in a puzzle book or similar to ensure that they can be actively engaged in a quiet activity during this period.

Lost Property

Could I also ask that you check that your child has their own jacket with their name clearly marked on it? Some items of pupil clothing have gone missing recently and the support staff have to spend valuable time to locate them. It is the responsibility of the pupils to care for their belongings. Items of Lost Property will only be stored within the school for a short period of time.

Sacramental Dates

P4 – 1st Communion – Saturday, 2 May 2020 – 10am Mass

At present we do not have a date for the Sacramental Informational events or the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Confirmation. I will inform all parents once these dates have been agreed.
Attendance & Parental Contacts

We have received further guidance on attendance and timekeeping from the Education Authority. It is important that if your child is absent for any reason that:

· a text is made to the school explaining the absence using this contact number:  07860004806
· and that a letter of explanation is sent to the school upon your child’s return to school. 

In our efforts to care for the children it is sometimes necessary to contact parents/carers to collect a child who is unwell. Please ensure that any changes of contacts or numbers are reported to the office staff. It is through speedy contacts that we can reduce the distress to pupils.
Parents/Carers of children attending the Nursery can also send a text to the above number to inform us of an absence.  No letter required for Nursery children who have been absent. 
Parent Council Meeting – Wednesday, 25 September 2019 @ 6.00pm
The Parent Council will hold their 1st Meeting of the session on Wednesday, 25 September 2019 at 6.00pm in the school hall. The Parent Council works tirelessly on your behalf for the good of the school and its community. Parental Involvement in the school is very important and without your support many activities could not take place. 
The Parent Council are always looking for new members, so if you can give up a little of your time it would be very much appreciated?

It would be great to see as many parents/carers from both the Nursery and the School supporting this important event. 
September Holiday Weekend

Please note that the Primary School and the Nursery will be closed on Monday, 9 September 2019.
We will re-open on Tuesday, 10 September 2019 at the normal times.
Yours sincerely

Mark Coyle

HEAD TEACHER
Forthcoming Activities
September 2019:

Thursday, 5 September 2019 – P4 attend swimming lessons at Port Glasgow Swimming Pool

Friday, 6 September 2019 – P2 – 7 Pupils attend 1st Friday Mass

Monday, 9 September 2019 – September Weekend Holiday – School & Nursery Closed

Tuesday, 10 September 2019 – School & Nursery Re-open at the normal times

Wednesday, 11 September 2019 – P7 Visit to St Stephen’s High School

Thursday, 12 September 2019 – P4 attend swimming lessons at Port Glasgow Swimming Pool

Monday, 16 September 2019 – P7 pupils attend Mass at St Mirin’s Cathedral – Relics of St Therese of Liseux

Monday, 16 September 2019 – Primary 5 Pupils visit the Library

Wednesday, 18 September 2019 – P7 Visit to St Stephen’s High School

Thursday, 19 September 2019 – P4 attend swimming lessons at Port Glasgow Swimming Pool

Wednesday, 25 September 2019 – P7 Visit to St Stephen’s High School

Wednesday, 25 September 2019 – Parent Council Meeting @ 6pm in the School

