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Dear Parents/Carers
Time is really flying by and the first term has been a very busy term for both the staff and pupils.  Many thanks to all those who have supported the school in any of the activities that have taken place.  Without your support these activities may not have happened.
Attendance & Parental Contacts

We have received further guidance on attendance and timekeeping from the Education Authority. It is important that if your child is absent for any reason that:

· a text is made to the school explaining the absence using this contact number:  07860004806
· and that a letter of explanation is sent to the school upon your child’s return to school. 

In our efforts to care for the children it is sometimes necessary to contact Parents/Carers to collect a child who is unwell. Please ensure that any changes of contacts or numbers are reported to the office staff. It is through speedy contacts that we can reduce the distress to pupils.

Parents/Carers of children attending the Nursery can also send a text to the above number to inform us of an absence.  No letter required for Nursery children who have been absent. 
School Developments:
The School Improvement Plan is an annual plan in which a school reaffirms its aims and objectives, reports on its audit, and outlines future action for the coming year.  For Session 2019/2020 the main priorities for 
St John’s Primary School are:
1. Learning & Teaching 

a. Continue to develop Moderation of Learning

b. Continue to develop Moderation of Writing

c. Participate in West Partnership Practitioner Enquiry – Writing at 2nd Level

d. Moderation of Maths – Cluster

e. Review RE Curriculum

f. Further develop Robust Quality Assurance Procedures

2. Relationships

a. Continue to embed the Nurture Principles

3. Leadership

a. Continue to develop Staff 

b. Provide further opportunities for Pupils

4. Digital Literacy

a. Supporting Staff Development

b. I-Pad Project

5. Nursery

a. Continue to further develop Outdoor Learning

b. Continue to develop Moderation of Learning

c. Further embed Story Grammar/Reciprocal Approaches

d. Further develop Numeracy skills

Reporting to Parents

Parental Interviews took place on Thursday, 10 October 2019. It was fantastic to welcome so many parents to the school to provide information regarding pupil progress. Many thanks also for your feedback on the questionnaires. Many positive comments and ideas to improve have been provided. I will collate the responses and let you know the key messages in the November newsletter.
Halloween Pageant

Our Halloween Pageant will take place in the school hall on Thursday, 31October 2019.  Pupils should wear uniform to school in the morning and will be allocated time to change into their Halloween costume after Lunch.  Primary 7 pupils will assist the infants in getting prepared.  Parents/Carers may uplift pupils at lunchtime (12.15pm) to get them changed at home, a note should be provided to confirm this.  Please ensure that pupils return to school by 1.15pm.  Please also ensure that your child has a suitable bag to store their uniform in as the pupils will leave school with their costumes on.  Please remember that all items should have your child’s name on it.  This event is for pupils only.  Many thanks!
Wet Plays/School Clothing

As we enter the winter months the children often have to remain indoors during play times.  In order that the children are occupied and safe during these times could I please ask that your child has a book to read or a colouring book and pencils to use?  Many thanks.
Parking – In and Around the School

I would ask that all Parents/Carers and staff demonstrate respect to our neighbours ensuring safety and consideration when parking around the school.  Can I please remind all parents/carers that the car park is for staff use only?  Many thanks!
Pupil Council Elections 

The Pupil Council Elections took place on Thursday, 3 October 2019. We hope that the new Pupil Council will embark on initiatives that will improve the school through giving the pupils an important say in what happens within the school.

Parent Council  

The next Parent Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday, 6 November 2019 at 6pm in the school. 

New members welcome!!!!

The Parent Council is working very hard at present organising and planning the many activities throughout the year that support the pupils’ education.  The Parent Council is always on the lookout for any kind of support that they can get.  If you can assist them in any of the activities please contact the school and we will ensure your details are passed on to them.

TWITTER

If you haven’t already done so please sign up and follow us @StJohnsPG.  By doing so, you will be able to get regular reminders and updates of school activities.

Nut/Peanut/Peas/Lentils Allergies

I would ask that pupils do not bring nuts/peanuts or any item containing nuts/peanuts to school as several of our pupils have nut/peanut allergies. 
We also have pupils who have allergies to lentils and would ask that you do not give your child lentil soup for their lunch. 
Thank you for your co-operation with this matter.

Yours sincerely

Mark Coyle

Mark Coyle

HEAD TEACHER

Forthcoming Activities

Monday, 21 October 2019 – In service Day – Staff only to attend

Tuesday, 22 October 2019 – In service Day – Staff only to attend
Wednesday, 23 October 2019 – Pupils return to school at 9am – Breakfast Club will restart on this day
Friday, 25 October 2019 – Sportshall Athletics Competition – Heat 1

Monday, 28 October 2019 – YMI (Youth Music Initiative) working with P5 pupils
Wednesday, 30 October 2019 – P7 Coffee Morning
Thursday, 31 October 2019 – Michael Roach, Head of Education – Visit at 9.30am
Thursday, 31 October 2019 – Halloween Pageant for pupils only – 1.30pm

Friday, 1 November 2019 – 1st Friday Mass
