Potential Democracy Questions

Power and Decision Making
1. Describe, in detail, the features of a democratic society (6 marks)
2. Describe, in detail, devolved matters which the Scottish parliament can make decisions about for Scotland (6 marks)
3. Describe, in detail, the role of the First Minister (6 marks)
4. Explain, in detail, why the first minister is very powerful (6/8 marks)
Participation
1. Describe, in detail, political rights of people living in Scotland (6 marks)
2. Explain, in detail, reasons why people vote in elections (8 marks)
3. Explain, in detail, why people chose not to vote in elections (8 marks)
4. Describe, in detail, ways people can participate in politics (6 marks)
5. Describe, in detail, rights and responsibilities people have in Scotland (6 marks)
6. Describe, in detail, ways in which individuals can take part in democracy in Scotland (6 marks)
7. Describe, in detail, two ways in which political parties campaign to get their candidates elected as MSPs (6 marks)
8. Explain, in detail, reasons why some political election campaigns are more successful than others (8 marks)
9. Explain, in detail, two ways in which the media can be effective during election campaigns (6 marks)
Influence
1. Explain, in detail, why television is the most popular way for voters to get information about politics and elections (6 marks)
2. Explain, in detail, why some people think newspapers play a positive role in politics and why some people think they play a negative role (6 marks)
3. Explain, in detail, why social media is an important influence in politics (6 marks)
4. PRESSURE GROUPS  - TRADE UNIONS – THE MEDIA
Choose one of the above and explain how some believe they play a positive role in politics, and how some believe they play a negative role (8 marks)
5. Describe, in detail, methods pressure groups use to bring about a change in society (6 marks)
6. Explain, in detail, why people join pressure groups (8 marks)
7. Explain, in detail, why pressure groups are influential (8 marks)
Representation
1. Describe, in detail, the work MSPs do to represent constituents in parliament (6 marks)
2. Describe, in detail, the work MSPs can do in their constituencies (6 marks)
3. Describe, in detail, improvements made in representation in the Scottish parliament (6 marks)
4. Explain, in detail, why committees are an important part of the Scottish parliament (8 marks) 
5. Describe, in detail, the work of committees (6 marks)
6. Describe, in detail, the composition of committees (6 marks)

Voting Systems
1. Describe, in detail, features of the Additional Member System (6 marks)
2. Explain, in detail, advantages of the Additional Member System. (8 marks)
3. Explain, in detail, the advantages and disadvantages of the Additional Member System (8 marks)
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