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Can Outdoor Learning Enhance Questioning SRills In
Primary 4?

Kirsten Irvine, King'’s Oak Primary School, @Miss_Irvine_

“The outdoor area is a complete
learning environment, which caters N5

for 24 shiickenys neec: & connithvx, S99 National and Giobal |nﬂueno;\
linguistic, emotional, social and

.
‘Fi' physical.” (Bilton, 2010, p.1)
3

-

Relevance and Importance

* Froebelian theory highly values Outdoor
Learning due to the impact it has on child
creativity, problem solving and confidence
(Conkbayir and Pascal, 2014).
* Frobel believed that the outdoor
environment could transform the
development of children living in poverty
and disadvantage. Additionally, Outdoor
Learning has been a staple in Nordic
education for decades (Conkbayir and
Pascal, 2014).
* Teachers in Scotland are required to have a

The National Improvement Framework outlines
the need to improve children’s mental,
emotional and physical wellbeing (Scottish
Government, 2019).

10 LR

Aims
* Utilise available outdoor spaces to allow
for rich learning experiences.

Research has shown that children play outdoors
! *  Encourage the skill of ‘questioning’ in a

less than they used to. Data recorded by The
National Trust in 2012 showed that children play
outside for an average of just over four hours a
week (The National Trust, 2012). Despite the fact
that there has not been updated data about
children’s relationship with playing outdoors, the

RAT-.

post-COVID world, a skill which my
Primary 4 class find challenging.
* Allow children to ‘question’ through child- {
led play outdoors to stimulate observable

a4
|

discussions, comparing this with the |
: research from 2012 is enough to reiterate the I traditional classroom setting. Sompeshensys ut}ders_tandlng ST
i importance of outdoor learning in schools. » Engage In discussions with children about Leaa:nlng, i:!d"t:mgld"e? exp;::;:nce:f o
ij their learning outdoors, using open b " u;e a:o ‘: ber Za".l nf ?(’i-rcsn ;321
Taking learning outdoors (particularly learning k questions to encourage and develop the b, 0:"7;"95 5 :
through pl vides children with the i % i f
Opmnurgtlvﬁowe,ofn?nunlm about the natural = SRR pivpendur ustin e » * The CFE Outdoor Learning document
world and solve problems that the classroom " \ highlights the many benefits that learning
{  does not provide (Bilton, 2010). After all, “one of The Enquiry Steps \ outdoors can bring to children across the
"4 thia Primaty Tunctions of pley 1 to develop : entire primary curriculum (Scottish
2 children’s language” (Bilton, 2010, p.59). ' Government, 2010).
Bpuee 1 P f Sep! ! * The rise in child obesity and obsession

* Through random sampling, | selected four \ (
different childran every week during |2 with video games suggests that children \

Some of the benefits of outdoor learning indlude: i
e need to get outdoors more.

* Creative freedom to explore multi-sensory Outdoor Learning to provide a concise I . ==
environments that the classroom cannot ¢ -
provide (Quibell et al, 2017). six weeks (Hall and Wall, 2019). o Data Collection Tools
* Children being more active outdoors than * The four children had autonomy to choose a-*

indoors ~ positively impacting on their health
and wellbeing (Bilton, 2010).
* Developing a deeper understanding of the
natural world and appreciation for Scottish

who they worked with during Outdoor Using the ‘Analysis of Talk’ tool outlined by
Learning. | observed the children and took i Hall and Wall (2019) would allow for a
brief notes about the types questions N specific analysis of children’s questioning

f
]
|
i analysis of questioning over the course of
|
I they were inclined to ask whilst engaging when learning outdoors. It is worth noting

by

landscapes (Scottish Government, 2010). with play-based Outdoor Learning ] that this approach is time consuming and
(mastery play, imaginative play etc.) required transcribing and repeated listening
to be successful (Hall and Wall, 2019).
Step 2 However, in my view, this method was the
+ After Outdoor Learning, the four children most reliable way to analyse the
were invited to engage in group talk with development of questioning outdoors.

Impact and Implications of

: me about their experiences outdoors.
Enquiry

+ | asked the children open questions about ) This approach can be broken down into three
thelir learning outdoors to stimulatethe || steps: content analysis, interaction analysis
use of language. For example, “what and discourse analysis. The figure below
made you choose to forage in the plant 3 shows some of the key points | considered

tidl

* The final data gathered during my
enquiry found that the children in my

class were 80% more likely to use the pots?” and then recorded their responses. % when collecting my data.
skill of questioning during Outdoor * Afterwards, | consolidated and extended :z',
= Learning in comparison to learing & language development through modelled | Content Analysis
4 within the traditional classroom setting. [ [RAponaEs
we¥| + This enquiry allowed my class to develop  Ffi What is said?
g their skills in questioning, which they T Step 3 [
i ? initially found difficult due to the social . ?:sﬂer mtehdisf:usld«:;an seta ::ne 'n:k = |
o observe the four ren each we © v .

] g ::::,:ii:b oo working in the traditional classroom E Interaction Analysis 5

*  As a practitioner, this enquiry allowed : f" setting with a play-based approach, 5 Who speaks, how long do they .

me to fully appreciate both the academic B focusing on their use of questioning. - speak for? ;

and social benefits of Outdoor Learning. [  * Theinformation | gathered from both What about the outdoor

» Additionally, undertaking this enquiry 5 Outdoor Learning and classroom-based : environment encourages IS

project allowed me to experiment with tak: learning (in relation to how often they questioning? 5

various types of play pedagogy and how * used the skill of questioning) was i \ A

the outdoor environment can snhance ij recorded in a spreadsheet and updated y ] o

children’s play. Importantly, it forced me [ T week, for six weeks. Eg. 3 Discourse Analysis .

to consider how the traditional classroom ::‘: Observation 1- Child A asked eight open E How are children’s ideas developed g

setting can be adapted to encourageand [ questions outdoors and two closed K collaboratively through questioning? L

develop children’s questioning. $ questions in the classroom.’ '

! P = At the end of the six-week period, the ‘5 3

73l information was examined, and a Lo\ Figure 1.1 (adapted from Hall and Wall, 2019)

conclusion was determined. \.,,g s
- o P : §.4 € "'hf"'"‘ ~ T - .8 -~ ‘\G
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