
Disciplinary Literacy in practice (Secondary)
• A curriculum that purposely provides explicit teaching of reading, writing and listening and 

talking in the subject disciplines

• Read aloud complex texts

“Too often, we assume that a session of reading aloud to groups is only for young children. We 
should instead consider read-alouds for every classroom, as it allows us to read complex texts that children 
would normally struggle to read independently, whilst surrounding such reading with rich talk”. Quigley, 
2018:148

• Model disciplinary literacy- before, during and after reading at word/ passage level e.g. typical 
vocabulary, sentence structures, text organisation, discourse markers, reading strategies

• Explicitly teach reading of modes e.g. reading graphics, tables and charts

• Build knowledge of vocabulary/ morphemes specific to subject.

• Provide listening and talking opportunities to use language specific to disciplines

• Use of sentence stems to scaffold and model language for talk and writing

• Model disciplinary writing – text types/ purposes ( I do, we do, you do)



Studies that compare expert 
readers with novices e.g., 
Wineburg’s (1991) study of 
history reading found that 
historians engage in

Sourcing: considering the author 
and author perspective
Contextualizing: placing 
documents within their historical 
period and place
Corroboration: evaluating 
information across sources 

(‘What is Disciplinary Literacy and 
Why Does it Matter?’ by Timothy 
and Cynthia Shanahan (2012))

Disciplinary Literacy in practice ( Secondary)



Disciplinary Literacy in practice (Primary)
• Disciplinary literacy depends on disciplinary knowledge ( E's and O's across the curriculum)

• Provide breadth and range of texts (Informational texts should have a wide range of text 
types, modalities, and purposes​)

• Informational texts used while learning to read as well as reading to learn

• Use informational texts in ‘read alouds’

• Comparing non-fiction/ fiction

• Locating information, how informational text is organised,

• Comparing information across multiple texts (scaffolds to support e.g. DARTS, graphic organisers)

• Explicitly teach reading of modes ( e.g., Sounds, Words, Images, Movement –SWIM)

• Build knowledge of vocabulary/ morphemes specific to subject.

• Teach disciplinary writing ( text types/ purposes ) related to learning experiences in different 
curricular areas



Disciplinary Literacy in practice (Early)
• Provide breadth and range of texts (across different learning spaces)
• Link non-fiction texts to fiction texts e.g. Lost and Found by Oliver Jeffers linked 

to Penguin Chicks by Ruth Owen
• Through interactions, stimulate children to think, question and learn through 

back-and-forth conversations e.g.
• K -What do you know-or think you know?
• W -What would you like to know?
• F -Where will you find out?
• L -What have you learned?

• Following the child's lead by linking to prior knowledge or experiences and then 
identifying their questions ensures that they are actively listening for 
information and are engaged in finding the answers.

• Children's questions can be displayed and shared so that conversations and 
enquiry can be continued at home



Reflective Questions

• How might you promote Disciplinary Literacy across early, primary and 
secondary sectors?

• What support might subject specialists need to understand their 
discipline’s reading strategies?

• How do the different disciplines talk, read, write?

• What implications would this have for teaching vocabulary? 

• Are any schools/ practitioners developing this area of literacy in your 
LA?
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