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The Purpose of Senior Phase Learning

• Provides progression from BGE and builds upon prior attainment

• Provides specialisation and depth

• Prepares young people to achieve formal qualifications

• Builds progressively over S4, S5 and S6

• Provides different routes or pathways to get the qualifications and 
experiences you need to go on to a positive destination



S4 Curriculum

ALL S4 LEARNERS 
STUDY ENGLISH 

AND MATHS PLUS 
4 SUBJECTS

ENGLISH –
4 PERIODS

MATHS –
4 PERIODS

SUBJECT CHOICES 
– 5 PERIODS

RE – 2 PERIODS PE – 2 PERIODS



S5 Curriculum

ALL S5 LEARNERS STUDY FIVE SUBJECTS

ENGLISH & MATHS ARE NOT COMPULSORY BUT 
WE RECOMMEND THESE SUBJECTS ARE TAKEN TO THE 
HIGHEST LEVEL SUITABLE FOR EACH LEARNER

SUBJECT CHOICES – 6 PERIODS

RE – 2 PERIODS



S6 Curriculum

ALL S6 LEARNERS STUDY 
A MINIMUM OF 4 

SUBJECTS

ENGLISH & MATHS ARE 
NOT COMPULSORY BUT 
WE RECOMMEND THESE 
SUBJECTS ARE TAKEN 

TO THE HIGHEST LEVEL 
SUITABLE FOR 
EACH LEARNER

SUBJECT CHOICES – 6 
PERIODS

RE – 2 PERIODS



Our Curriculum

Accounts
Administration 

& IT
Art & Design Biology

Business 
Management

Chemistry Computing
Computer 

Games 
Development

Criminology Dance
Design & 

Manufacture
Engineering 

Science



Our Curriculum

English Geography
Graphic 

Communication
Health & Food 
Technology

Health Sector History
Laboratory 

Science
Maths

Media Modern Studies Music
Music 

Technology



Our Curriculum

Musical Theatre Painting
Personal 
Finance

PE

Physics Politics
Practical 
Cookery

Practical 
Electronics

Practical 
Metalwork

Practical 
Woodworking 

Skills

Religious, Moral 
& Philosophical 

Studies

Scottish 
Studies



Our Curriculum

Spanish
Sports 

Leader
Sport & 

Recreation
Travel and 
Tourism

Web 
Design

NO... WRONG... PATH.



School/College Partnership

Senior Phase pupils also have the 
option of a vocational college course

S4 – Wednesday afternoon (13:30 –
16:30)

S5/6 - either Mon/Wed or 
Tues/Thurs (13:30 – 16:30)



A Word of Caution

Not all of the subjects on the previous slides are available to 
all Senior Phase pupils – some are S5 and/or S6 options only

Not all of the subjects on the previous slides will necessarily 
be part of our timetable – this is dependent on 
uptake/demand

Not every combination of subject will be available. Again, this 
will be dependent on uptake/demand



Our Qualifications

National 4 National 5
National 5 (Skills 

for Work)

National 
Progression 

Awards (levels 
4/5/6)

Highers
Advanced 
Highers



National Progression Awards (NPAs)

NPAs are aimed at assessing a defined set of skills and knowledge in
specialist vocational areas — linking to National Occupational Standards,
which are the basis of SVQs.

Available at SCQF Level 5 & 6 within NDHS, NPAs are successfully delivered
in partnership between schools, colleges, employers and training providers in
a variety of sectors.

NDHS NPAs:

▪ Criminology

▪ Computer Games Development

▪ Musical Performance

▪ Musical Theatre

▪ Painting

▪ Scottish Studies



COMPETITIVE







GATEWAY
SUBJECTS



HIGHER 
ENGLISH



MATHS (N5)



Two Maths 
Pathways

• N5 Maths
oMedicine, Engineering...

• N5 Applications of Maths

oNon-Maths based courses

oMr O'Donnell: Principal Teacher of 
Maths



Traditional Curriculum:

English and Maths every year





University of 
Strathclyde:
Law





Senior Phase
S4 - 6



Key Dates

29 Jan

Week beg: – Positive Pathways 
Assemblies 

5 Feb

Positive Pathways Evening and Info 
Sharing

15 Feb.

SP Options process begins

1Mar.

All options must be completed



Meet the 
Departments
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