
It is with the greatest of sadness that I have to report that Mr Gerry 

McHugh passed away this afternoon. His family cared for him 

deeply and are very proud of him and what he achieved. This loss 

will have a devastating effect on our entire school community, our 

mathematics department who loved him dearly, the wider staff 

who found him a rich source of experience and knowledge as well 

as our pupils and parents (past and present) all of whom respected 

him so highly. 

  

Every teacher hopes that they can make a connection with young people - Gerry had a unique 

gift in being able to inspire every single pupil who walked through his classroom door. Pupils 

at Notre Dame High School loved learning mathematics because of him. Gerry had a kind 

word for everyone he spoke to, he was also funny, committed and caring in everything he did 

for our School - a true gentleman. 

  

Faith was particularly important and even in his very private way he was able to demonstrate 

this to pupils. This is a very important aspect of our School. We have been overwhelmed by 

the messages of support which have all had to be outwith the community of Notre Dame High 

School due to restrictions at this difficult time. I would ask everyone to hold on to this faith as 

we come to terms with such a sad loss. 

  

Gerry was cared for tremendously by staff at Inverclyde Royal Hospital and at the Queen 

Elizabeth University Hospital. Some of these staff were former pupils, parents of our pupils 

and relatives of our staff. We are truly indebted to them all and when it is safe to do so, our 

School community will thank NHS staff for the work they have done in very difficult 

circumstances for Mr McHugh. 

 

Gerry’s family would like to thank all staff and pupils for their condolences 

and would ask that it would be the greatest tribute to him for pupils to 

aspire to be the type of caring person he was, to work hard and to make 

him proud of whatever they achieve in their life. 

 

 

 


