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What is a composite class?
Primary schools have pupils at seven broad year stages, primary 1 to primary 7. A composite class is composed of children from more than one stage/year group, e.g. a primary 2/3 composite class has children from both primary 2 and primary 3.
Does the Education Service have the authority to form composite classes? 
Yes. The Scottish Government acknowledges composite classes as a method of class organisation available to Head Teachers. Nationally, there is an agreement that composite class size should not exceed 25 pupils.
Why are composite classes necessary? 
There are three main factors that affect the class organisation within a primary school. 
1. Staffing complement

The number of teachers allocated to a school generally depends on the number of children on its roll. 

2. Class size limits In Scotland, class sizes are limited as follows: 
Single Stage Classes: 
• Primary 1 25 pupils 
• Primary 2-3 30 pupils 
• Primary 4-7 33 pupils 
3. Accommodation 
The number of classes formed can be affected by the number of rooms or bases available for teaching purposes.
When numbers are very small or slightly higher in any year group, composite classes may be formed.

How do we form composite classes?
The Head Teacher will form a composite class based on guidelines issued by the education authority. Schools are staffed to agreed standards based on the total number of pupils within the school irrespective of the number of children in each year group. Head Teachers organise their classes to make the best use of available staff, resources and space. 25 is the maximum number of pupils in any composite class.

When making decisions on which children will be included in a composite class, the Head Teacher will form classes using their professional judgement taking account of a range of criteria to best meet the educational, social and emotional needs of children. 
The range of criteria to be considered include the following:
· Levels of attainment and achievement 
· Pupils’ dates of birth
· Additional support needs
· Gender balance
· Working groups (for instance, groups of children who are together for the greatest part of their curricular experience)
· Social groups
· Family circumstances
When will a composite class be formed?
Composite classes will be formed towards the end of an academic year in preparation for the following academic year i.e. May/June for August.
When will your child be in a composite class?
At any time during their primary school career. However, only in exceptional circumstances will a composite class be formed after the start of the school year, e.g. if there is a significant increase or decrease in the school roll.
How are pupils taught?
In primary schools, children are mainly taught in groups or individually, according to their needs. This principle is central to the development of each child, regardless of whether they are in a single stage or composite class. Teachers are trained to adapt their teaching to meet the needs of the pupils under their charge. Every class contains children at different ability levels. 
How is the curriculum taught in a composite class? 
In every Scottish school the curriculum is based on the experiences and outcomes within Curriculum for Excellence. Children will work at different levels and progress at different rates depending on their ability. Progress through the curriculum is not determined by the child’s class but by their stage of development.
Can I refuse to have my child taught in a composite class? 
No. The management of class organisation in schools is the responsibility of the Head Teacher. Head Teachers consult regularly with parents regarding their children’s progress. Where there are specific concerns about a child’s learning or progress, schools have in place systems for consulting or communicating with individual parents on a more frequent basis, if this is necessary. 
When will I be informed if my child is to be in a composite class? 
The Head Teacher of your child’s school will inform you with the class your child will be in as soon as the class organisation for the school has been finalised. Normally this will be from mid-June; however, circumstances may arise where the Head Teacher will have to adjust the classroom organisation to accommodate an unexpected intake of pupils. This can happen at any time of the school year and, by law, the school must provide places if there is the capacity in the school. 
If my child is placed in a composite class, will he/she continue in that class throughout his/her primary school education? 
Schools cannot guarantee whether placing a child in a composite class will continue for successive years or not. As mentioned before, there are many factors that affect the class organisation of a school, including the overall school roll, the school’s staffing complement, class size limits and the availability of rooms or bases for teaching purposes
How do the children maintain contact with children from their own year groups? 
Schools take every available opportunity to maintain peer group/ social relationships. Your child will continue to meet and interact with previous classmates at social times during the school day. Children, when appropriate, may also attend their own year group events and assemblies. 
How do teachers feel about composite classes? 
Composite classes have existed nationally and in Inverclyde for many years. Teachers are trained to provide for a range of ability, maturity and personal and social development needs within any one class. His Majesty’s Inspectors of Education and school review reports confirm that effective learning and teaching takes place in composite and single stage classes across Scotland.
If you require additional information, please contact the Head Teacher or a member of the management team at your child’s school.
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