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Children’s author Michael Rosen 

has just released a new book 

named The Missing: The True Story 

of My Family in World War 2, 

discussing his investigations into 

his family’s history during World 

War 2, and it feels like something 

that he’s truly passionate about. 

The book mainly follows his 

investigation into two of his family 

members – Oscar and Martin – 

who lived in France during World 

War 2. This story serves as an 

introduction for children into the 

atrocities that the Nazis 

committed during the time period, 

yet Rosen tries not to traumatise 

them. The book feels specifically targeted towards children with definitions of longer words 

appearing frequently, but I still managed to enjoy the book and learn a thing or two about 

what happened in France during the war. The novel also contains many poems written by 

Rosen himself. 

 However, the aim at children does prop up a few issues within the book, with many of the 

most interesting details feeling glossed-over due to them either being too mature for the 

demographic or Rosen deciding to cut them out for the pace to keep up with a child’s shorter 

attention span. However, the aim towards kids is not necessarily an inherently bad thing. The 

shorter length of the book lends to it never overstaying its welcome and the faster pace can 

mean less interesting points quickly fade away to be replaced by new and more interesting 

ones. 

The book contains an almost Sherlockian feel as the mystery of Rosen’s family unravels 

throughout the book as new evidence and other titbits come to light. We learn more about 

the author’s past, as well as his family’s, as humorous stories from his childhood coincide with 

the rest of the novel. The poems as mentioned previously are entertaining and well written 

and serve to break up any shreds of monotony. 

Overall, it’s an interesting read and I would recommend it to anyone interested in learning 

more about World War II.   

Callum Reilly (S2) St Andrew’s and St Bride’s High School, East Kilbride 



 

Review of The Missing: The True Story of My Family in World War II by Michael Rosen 

(Walker Books, 2020) 

I first read The Missing when Michael Rosen was seriously ill in hospital after contracting Covid-19. 

It struck me then, as checking for updates on his progress on Twitter became part of my daily Covid-

19 news gathering, just how important this little book would be to the Rosen family and how personal 

and intimate it was. Thankfully, Rosen has since made a good recovery. 

The poet and former children’s laureate spent years researching what happened to his ‘missing’ 

relatives, his Polish and French Great aunts and uncles who survived the Holocaust only in name and 

were rarely spoken about within his family afterwards. He has said himself he decided to write a book 

following a conversation with a pupil during a school visit who believed the Holocaust didn’t happen.  

In response to that conversation, Rosen has written this book for children and, in its straightforward 

and conversational form, it provides a useful personal legacy that could be used at upper primary level 

within the wider study of the Holocaust. The power of this little book lies in Rosen’s ability to be honest 

– about the process of investigating and the patience needed for that, both within and outwith his 

extended family and also the silences maintained (through grief, shame or guilt?) within a particular 

generation.  

The book is interspersed with extracts of poems he has written, perhaps in his own way to connect 

more deeply with the experiences of his missing relatives in the best way he knows how. In addition, 

the inclusion of photographs of those relatives whose journeys Rosen sought to document, alongside 

extracts from original letters kept by relatives in the States, adds to the intimacy, human experience 

and the sense of loss of real people. The index and extended reading list would also prove of use to 

teachers and students.  

Rosen is keen, even in the introductory pages, to remind the reader that even within their own family 

they would likely not need to look too far back to find a story or experience of migration. He also 

hopes The Missing can become part of ‘a bigger conversation about the refugee crisis’.  

The first edition does contain several typos, odd given the brevity of the text, which will hopefully be 

corrected in future editions.   

Susan Brownlie (Teacher of English) St Andrew’s and St Bride’s High School, East Kilbride 

 


