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Protocols:

• Mute your microphone

• Turn off your camera

• Post comments, questions and 

thoughts into the chat window

• The chat will be facilitated

• The first part of the event will be 

recorded.

• Pin the presentation to the screen to 

enlarge it

Twitter: #LearnOutdoors

@STEMedscot

Please note the protocols for the session

Please take a moment to say hello in the 

chat box and tell us where you are and what 

the weather is like there
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Why Outdoors?

• Mess

• Risk

• Space

• Noise

• Artefacts

• Authenticity
• Health benefits

• Connections to nature 

• Multi-sensory experience
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Exploring some of the benefits of 

developing literacy outdoors
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10 Reasons Why…
…the value of reading, writing, talking and listening outside for children and young people of all ages is significant.

• It makes the learning and teaching of spelling and grammar fun, relevant and interesting

• CYP can sculpt and shape their imaginative thoughts…helps them understand about creating a setting with words

• …inspiration for writing poems…results are consistently of a better quality

• As we move from place to place, our thoughts, feelings and actions change. This helps us understand that this happens to characters in a story too. We can 

make our character descriptions more authentic

• …nothing like reading a ghost book or horror story in a creepy place…The setting doubles the atmosphere created

• Functional writing has additional purpose and relevance

• Real life experiences help us develop our vocabulary and comprehension…Sometimes concepts that are read about in a book do not make sense until 

they are seen, felt or experienced for real

• We’re not reading at our desks…Reading for pleasure should be at leisure

• The art of naming, describing and knowing about the world around us matters.

• Children engage with their learning outside and this has a knock-on effect back in the classroom.
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Natural England evidence briefing - links between 

environments and learning

• Substantial evidence of a positive association between learning in the natural environment and delivery of learning 

processes and outcomes e.g. cognitive outcomes and attitudinal, social and developmental outcomes

• Body of evidence demonstrating positive associations between multiple forms of learning in the natural environment 

and a range of educational, social, developmental, and mental or physical health outcomes.

• CYP learning in natural environments have higher achievement in reading, mathematics, science and social studies, 

P.E. and drama

• Longer term and ‘progressive’ experiences result in the greatest benefits - children with below average achievement 

make the most progress

• There is some evidence of an association between high levels of ‘connectedness to nature’ in children aged 10-11 

and higher achievement in English examinations

• Extra attention should be paid to supporting participation of those with low incomes to ensure parity in opportunity to 

participate.



For Scotland's learners, with Scotland's educators@STEMedscot #LearnOutdoors #STEMnation

Wilderness Schooling: a controlled trial of the impact of an outdoor 

education programme on attainment outcomes in primary school pupils

Key research question: Does Wilderness Schooling have a positive impact on educational 

attainment in children aged 8–11 years old compared with conventional schooling?

• Study explores the educational impact of a structured curriculum-based outdoor learning 

programme for primary school children

• Results indicate that children who participated in the outdoor learning programme increased 

their attainment in English reading, writing and maths significantly more than children who 

received conventional classroom-based schooling

• Uniformity of the attainment gains: in each curriculum area, the data show children in the 

intervention group learning at a faster rate than the controls, evidenced by greater increments 

of scores over time…particularly in English reading.

https://www.ltl.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/wilderness-schooling.pdf

https://www.ltl.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/wilderness-schooling.pdf
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How can exploring sounds outdoors help children’s early 

reading skills?
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How can exploring sounds outdoors help children’s 

early reading skills?

Building auditory discrimination 

skills

Early level benchmarks

• Hears and says the different single 

sounds made by letters.

• Hears and says patterns in words.

• Hears and says letter blends/sounds made 

by a combination of letters.

LIT 0-01a / LIT 0-11a / LIT 0-20a

ENG 0-12a / LIT 0-13a / LIT 0-21a

v w

hat

cat

bat

b - e - d

ba - na - na
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How can exploring nature help children’s early reading 

skills?
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How can exploring size, shape, colour, pattern and texture 

of natural objects help children’s early reading skills?

Building visual discrimination skills

Early level benchmarks

• Knows the difference between a letter, word and 

numeral.

• Uses knowledge of sounds, letters and patterns to read 

words.

• Uses knowledge of sight vocabulary/tricky words to read 

familiar words in context

ENG 0-12a / LIT 0-13a / LIT 0-21a

First level benchmarks

• Uses a range of word recognition strategies 

independently.

• Decodes unknown words by locating and pronouncing 

familiar letter patterns and blends.

ENG 1-12a

big

pig

p d 9 b q

one

the
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How can building a shelter help to develop children’s 

listening and talking skills?
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How can building a shelter help to develop children’s 

talking and listening skills?

Second level experience and 

outcome

When listening and talking with others for 

different purposes, I can:

• share information, experiences and 

opinions;

• explain processes and ideas;

• identify issues raised and summarise 

main points or findings; and

• clarify points by asking questions or by 

asking others to say more.

LIT 2-09a

Share information, 

opinions and 

expereinces

Identify issues, 

summarise difficulties 

and 

communicate together

Explain 

processes and 

give instructions 

in sequence

Ask and respond to 

questions, clarify 

points
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Experiences – reading in 

context

A monster Calls – Patrick 

Ness

The Doorstep Mile – Alistair 

Humphreys

Harry Potter – JK Rowling

https://youtu.be/ToFrjAuyzxE

Wolf Brother – Michelle Paver

A monster calls

Chapter about a fight in the school 

playground. Read in context. 

Opportunities for

• Script writing

• Diary entry

• Creative writing

Literacy at Third Level
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Literacy at Fourth Level
Poetry

• Assynt by McCaig

• I wandered lonely as a cloud by Wordsworth

• Up early in the Morning by Burns

Reading for Pleasure

• Listening to stories in different settings

• Texts from different cultures and contexts

Skills for Life

• Meeting public in their work environments –

DYW increase in vocabulary 

of different contexts
• Gathering research – talking to local population 

in surveys

• Meeting members of the public – coffee mornings
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The refreshed 

narrative
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Curriculum areas and subjects

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/ea/learningoutdoorssupportteam/literacy-at-school/
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Interdisciplinary Learning

Literacy out of the box

• Identify a book-theme/message

• Read it and identify parts 

outside

• Start a mind map – add ideas 

under each curriculum area.

• Create key lessons – sparkle

• Don’t reinvent the wheel!
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Opportunities for personal achievement

RSPB Wild Challenge https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-

learning/for-teachers/schools-wild-challenge/

Heritage Hero Award 

https://archaeologyscotland.org.uk/learning/heritage-

hero-awards/

John Muir Award https://www.johnmuirtrust.org/john-

muir-award

https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-teachers/schools-wild-challenge/
https://archaeologyscotland.org.uk/learning/heritage-hero-awards/
https://www.johnmuirtrust.org/john-muir-award


For Scotland's learners, with Scotland's educators@STEMedscot #STEMnation

Ethos and life of the school as a community



For Scotland's learners, with Scotland's educators@STEMedscot #STEMnation

Quick Literacy Activities 
Minimal equipment – loose parts, found materials, 

chalk, rope, dry wipe boards and pens

• ‘Write’ phonemes in unusual materials 

• Phoneme hunt

• Write spelling words in chalk 

• Word wall ; adjectives (using senses), 

comparatives, verbs, nouns

• New vocabulary – introduce a new word in context

• Adventure story/trail



Literacy & Nature 
with The Lost Words

Rebecca Logsdon

Scotland Education Manager

Rebecca@johnmuiraward.org



The Lost Words

“Building vocabulary and 

increasing curiosity about 

language remain core to this, 

along with providing relevant, 

real-life stimuli for writing and 

increasing learner engagement in 

opportunities to write across a 

variety of genres. …The Lost 

Words can support learning in 

these areas”.  Michelle Moore, 

QIO for Literacy 



Explorers Guide - hands on

Movement poem



Explorers Guide – hands on

Ever Dreamed of 

Being…..
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Resources 

Red fox, moth, 

daisy, jackdaw, jay, 

gorse, swifts, 

goldfinch, oak, 

hare, barn owl, 

heartwood, curlew, 

egret, grey seal, 

gannet, thrift, 

woodpecker, beech, 

swallow, silver 

birch



Resources 



Links 

www.johnmuirtrust.org/initiatives/the-lost-words

Scottish Book Trust Blog: 

www.readingchallenge.scot/blog/2019-02/outdoor-reading-

journeys-lost-words

Padlet: https://padlet.com/LostWordsforSchools/lwfs

Use/share using hashtag #TheLostWords.

Spell Songs: musical 

www.youtube.com/channel/UCmmCD0vZd2YueMgn7cv5YjA

http://www.johnmuirtrust.org/initiatives/the-lost-words
https://johnmuiraward.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=05344cf700609359c7ebc515b&id=27b642a867&e=1c37c56668
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmmCD0vZd2YueMgn7cv5YjA
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Outdoor learning/Learning for Sustainability Wakelet

https://wakelet.com/wake/dx8-511rFvLFU03clV9eh

https://wakelet.com/wake/dx8-511rFvLFU03clV9eh
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Keen for more outdoor learning professional learning?

Do luchd-ionnsachaidh na h-Alba, le luchd-foghlaim Alba 

Outdoor learning summary page https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-resources/a-

summary-of-outdoor-learning-resources/

Online teaching learning outdoors 2 hour module (SAPOE):

• https://professionallearning.education.gov.scot/learn/learning-activities/teaching-learning-

outdoors/step-1

Previous webinars:

• HT’s journey https://youtu.be/Oecsj8AXiTA

• OL across the 4 contexts https://youtu.be/CeFrR2iLy7Y

• Using digital tools to capture, create and share outdoor learning https://youtu.be/YS32oAUJL7w and 

a Sway with all the links from the session https://bit.ly/33ekdJ5

• Numeracy and Maths in the outdoors https://youtu.be/dyzhJn_M6DU

• Outdoor learning with a focus on ASN https://youtu.be/8M5pXcpmjek

https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-resources/a-summary-of-outdoor-learning-resources/
https://professionallearning.education.gov.scot/learn/learning-activities/teaching-learning-outdoors/step-1
https://youtu.be/Oecsj8AXiTA
https://youtu.be/CeFrR2iLy7Y
https://youtu.be/YS32oAUJL7w
https://bit.ly/33ekdJ5
https://youtu.be/dyzhJn_M6DU
https://youtu.be/8M5pXcpmjek
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Further opportunities

Do luchd-ionnsachaidh na h-Alba, le luchd-foghlaim Alba 

Upcoming webinars

• RME and outdoor learning 19 November

• Equalities and outdoor learning 23 November

• Social Studies and outdoor learning 25 November

Wakelet - Outdoor learning https://wke.lt/w/s/beXl3C and family activities 

https://wakelet.com/wake/KMW1WM-0qbHCxN8MJACVu

Keep in touch

STEM Nation Webinar Team - joining code kz41xx4

https://wke.lt/w/s/beXl3C
https://wakelet.com/wake/KMW1WM-0qbHCxN8MJACVu
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/channel/19%3a35e2bf6da15a4990961d8c669c7367b1%40thread.tacv2/General?groupId=90192411-bef9-407b-8b24-6e950423f722&tenantId=ccd32ca3-16ce-428f-9541-372d6b051929


For Scotland's learners, with Scotland's educators@STEMedscot #LearnOutdoors #STEMnation

Thank you Outdoor 

Learning 

Webinar 

Evaluation

https://bit.ly/2FwUZNP

Share your outdoor 

learning, and tag us at 

@STEMedscot

#LearnOutdoors

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKb-T0-6pJHhNrQVl4V0lT7tUMVRITVlCMUxLUDcwRzNIMktUTktQNDZNVy4u
https://bit.ly/2FwUZNP
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Education Scotland

Denholm House

Almondvale Business Park

Almondvale Way

Livingston EH54 6GA

T   +44 (0)131 244 5000

E   enquiries@educationscotland.gsi.gov.uk
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