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Spotlight on.......
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At the heart of Cost of the School Day is the meaningful involvement of key stakeholders (parents, staff and pupils) in planning and
identifying possible financial burdens to remove/reduce possible cost barriers. As a school, we will ensure that all procedures we implement
and any activities/events that we plan are fully accessible to all children. At Riverbank Primary and Nursery Class, we are fully committed
to supporting our pupils, parents and carers by reducing the cost of the school day wherever possible. Please note a copy of our ‘Cost of
the School Day policy’ can be found on our website: Cost of the School Day — Riverbank Primary School

We attempt to minimise the hidden cost of the school day through the following ways:

P Eating
Our breakfast club is open to all
pupils from 8.15-8.45am. We
signpost our parents/carers to
eligibility of free-school meal
provision via our school website,
newsletters, NLC website and links
shared on X and the school app.
We provide packed lunches for
trips for those children with free
school meal entitlement. Fruit will
also be provided for any children
who come to school without snack.

Wy

Uniform

We do not insist on badged
sweatshirts/ polo-shirts. Our families
can choose their preferred and most
affordable uniform supplier, including
local supermarkets. We continue to
build up a bank of pre-loved uniform
stock which can be accessed from our
Pre-Loved rails at the main entrance.
We have a small supply of jackets,
school bags and packed lunch boxes.

Learniug

Children at Riverbank Primary do
not pay for any materials required
in class. Pencils, rubbers, colouring
materials etc are all available and
we do not ask our families to
provide their own equipment. Any
pupils requiring a specific resource/
craft material can be made
available upon request.

Friewdships

Our staff have strong pastoral care
and knowledge of our pupils and
families. We promote equality through
our school uniform code to remove any
peer pressures. We work hard to
ensure that any families experiencing
poverty-related issues have a way of
reporting this in confidence. Our Parent
Council group will be reminded of the
Cost of the School Day as part of
agenda items for meetings.

Extra-Curricular Clubs

We offer a variety of lunch time
and after school clubs throughout
the school year. We ensure all
pupils from P1-P7 have an
opportunity to participate in
extra-curricular activity (without
any additional costs). We also
hold taster sessions led by our
Active School's coordinator
during our Health and Wellbeing
Week.

Learning at Home

We ensure resources required for
homework are kept to a minimum. If
extra resources are required for
learning at home, we will provide or
allow work to be completed in school.
If access to ICT resources are required
and not available at home, we will
ensure children are given additional
time in school to complete learning
tasks.



https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/glowblogs/riverbankpsnc/cost-of-the-school-day/
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Attitudes Towards Poverty

We aim to reduce the stigma of
poverty for our families. We have
an open-door policy and use our
Community Larder and supplies
from the local foodbank to support
families experiencing difficulties
with poverty.

Annually we gather views of our
pupils and families on the Cost of
the School Day and Participatory
budget spend. We also commit to
participating in Challenge Poverty
week to raise awareness among
our children.

School Trips

We organise one trip per class, per year. In the
event of school trips not being covered by a
portion of the Pupil Equity Fund, we will set a

maximum limit to cover the cost of school trips.

This will be communicated to parent/ carers in
as much advance notice as possible. We also
try to reduce costs by subsidising the cost of
the bus/ trips that offer discounts. In Primary 7
we have a 3-day residential visit to Lockerbie
Manor. Parent/ carers are given notice of
average costs in advance of the visit and
payment plans are available to spread costs.
We are able as a school to offer financial
support when required.

Fun Events

Special days, events and activities are a
fun part of school life but we do not want
our families to feel any unnecessary
pressures as a result of these occasions.
Please see the parent calendar overleaf for
advance notice of such events. Prior to
Parent Council events we appeal for pre-
loved Halloween costumes and Christmas
jumpers. We will continue to have non-
uniform days, as requested by our pupils,
and have planned occasions where a small
donation can be made.

We recognise that fundraising events
planned for enjoyment and raising school
funds, can actually put added pressure on
families. We keep any fundraising events to
a minimum and all children take part in
events, regardless of any donations.

Travelling

We encourage pupils to walk, cycle or scoot to school. Our families are encouraged to apply for the ‘Free Bus Travel
Scheme’ which allows all young people ages between 5-21 to apply for a card which entitles them to free bus travel

throughout Scotland. Pupils can apply for their card by accessing the Transport Scotland website for more information:-
https://www transport.gov.scot/concessionary-travel/young-persons-free-bus-travelscheme/#overview

In Primary 7, as part of transition to Secondary school, all children are encouraged to apply for their Young Scot card,
which provides free transport by bus. Our new JRSO’s promote healthy travel to school and safe parking.

Our ‘Cost of the School Day’ policy can be found on our school website: Cost of the School Day — Riverbank
Primary School

We understand that the rising cost of living is a concern for many of our families. We are committed to doing
what we can to understand the cost of the school day and relieving financial pressure where possible. We are
very aware that this area requires constant vigilance and will therefore continue to feature as part of school
improvement planning.

If at any time you need any help, advice or have any further ideas/ suggestions on how we can help with the
cost of the school day to develop our existing practice, please talk to the Senior Leadership Team or contact
our school office on: enquiries-at-riverbank@northlan.org.uk.
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