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Cost of the School Day Policy



Introduction
Article 28 of the UNCRC states that children and young people have the right to
education no matter who they are: regardless of race, gender or disability; if they’re
in detention, or if they’re a refugee. It states that Primary education should be free
and compulsory.

While ‘education’ may be free, school is so much more than acquiring knowledge.
The Curriculum for Excellence makes clear that to develop the whole child and
enable them to become Confident Individuals, Successful Learners, Effective
Contributors and Responsible Citizens schools need to offer a wide range of
experiences and opportunities.

We acknowledge that the reality is there can be many aspects of the school day
which do cost families, even in Primary. Here in Newton Farm Primary School, we aim to ensure that all of our pupils will receive the same opportunities in their
educational journey regardless of their social-economic background.  We recognise the need to reduce the Cost of the School Day for all our pupils and particularly for our pupils who are already experiencing poverty.  Money should pay no part in how any of our children/young people achieve and experience their education.  We aim to pay close attention to the Cost of the School Day.  We will be clear with our parents and carers about any possible financial cost which may come up in the course of the school year and ensure that anyone who cannot afford a particular cost e.g for a residential trip, will have our full support in ensuring their child can still take part, regardless of cost.  No child/young person will miss out on any aspect of their school life because of a lack of money. Families will never need to prove their financial circumstances before help is given.  Our staff always keep at the front of their minds that we are here to help the children in our care.
While our school is not responsible for all aspects of a families life, we will try to help out when we can.  If anyone is struggling we would always encourage them to speak to us so that we can try and point them in the right direction for the most appropriate help.  If you family is under stress this will be affecting how your child is managing at school so it is important that we can work together.  If any parent/carer requires help in paying for anything in school they can contact Mrs Meechan (Head Teacher) or Mrs. Calder (DHT)  who is our Cost of the School Day Lead.
Communication with Families
We try very hard to be non-stigmatising in all our communications and do not presume that we know all the families who may be in need of help.  We would encourage anyone to contact us in person, through email or telephone if they need help or advice on any matter.
Fundraising
Our Cost of the School Day/Participatory Budget Group, led by Mrs Calder works with our Parent Council to ensure that we do not have too many events that cost our families money.  For school fun events where there may be a cost, this will be collected in a ‘chuck it in the bucket’ manner so that any child who may not have enough money is not made to feel embarrassed by having to say they can’t pay.



We will have very limited non-uniform days in any school year as we recognise this can be difficult for some children or young people who may feel under pressure to wear ‘trendy’ clothes.  Again, these will usually be free events but if any money is collected, it will not be done by targeting individuals.
We do not fundraise by selling your child’s work as we recognise the pressure this can place on parents.  
We will try and access grants from charities and commercial organisations rather asking parents for funds.  If any parent works for an organisation who offers grants we are grateful when they let us know and we welcome any parent who is willing to help complete bids.
The Cost of the School Day
We examine the School Day through the following headings; Uniform, Travel, Learning, Friendship, School trips, Eating, Fun, Clubs and Home learning. 

Uniform
Our current uniform is navy blue trouser/ skirt/ pinafore with a white shirt/ polo shirt and purple sweatshirt/ cardigan. Families can purchase uniforms from the Scotcrest shop in Hamilton or online.  We do not insist on badged sweatshirts/polo shirts, therefore families can purchase their uniform from any high street store also.  Each session we use uniform feedback from parents to make change of supplier when necessary, e.g. if there were concerns about high delivery charges or quality of garments from our a supplier. We have good quality second-hand uniforms available and encourage all families to make use of these during parents’ nights and open days and have a bank of items available each day in our foyer to ensure we are recycling as much as possible.  We will ask for donations of any items we are short of throughout the school year. Parents can contact Mrs Meechan at any time to request help with items of uniform and all requests will be treated confidentially.  

Travel
Most of our children travel to school by car or walking. Transport by bus and taxi is provided for children living further away by the Local Authority. We are aware that this could mean many children are not able to attend after school clubs and we therefore ensure that we have before school and lunch time activities as well as after school clubs. 
We actively encourage walking, cycling or ‘parking and striding’ to school in order to minimise congestion. This also promotes healthy living. 
Children and families are encouraged to apply for the Under 22 free bus travel - https://www.southlanarkshire.gov.uk/nec/ 







Learning
We recognise that the cost of materials for school activities can soon add up for families.  Children at Newton Farm Primary do not need to pay for resources for any core learning activity. Stationery and jotters are provided so that young people do not need to bring their own pencils, rulers, rubbers etc.  We have developed resources such as Maths Sacks to be used at Family Learning Events which are provided for learners free of charge to borrow. We will continue to develop resources for pupils to access in other areas of the curriculum. We also provide free of charge learning opportunities during Health Week, World of Work Week and Autism Awareness Week.   
Friendships
[bookmark: _Hlk12470667]We ensure that any pupil experiencing poverty-related bullying has a way of reporting this in confidence.  We teach young people about poverty related issues as part of regular PSE and financial education programmes. We gather the views of our young people and families on the Cost of the School Day and involve them in decision making around this.
School Trips
Any trip that takes place during the school day and is linked to the curriculum will not have
any charge.  We may occasionally ask for a donation to help with the cost of transport for a whole department or school trip e.g. to the Pantomime, but this will be done through Parent Pay and no child will miss out because a donation has not been given. At Newton Farm Primary School we will always ‘shop around’ before booking any school trip to
ensure we get good value for money.

For the senior Residential trip we will always give enough notice to ensure that
parents/carers can ‘pay up’ small amounts of money each month. For families where this
would be difficult, we will find another way for the child to go on the trip. No child will miss
out on the Residential Experience because of money. For residential trips we will work with parents  in the months leading up to the trip to ensure that clothing is not a barrier to participation.

We are aware that there can be ‘hidden costs’ to trips and work hard to avoid these
wherever possible.  Trips during the school day will normally involve children wearing their school uniform and there should not be a visit to any shop.

Eating at school 
We all work better when we aren’t hungry and our body is fuelled. South Lanarkshire
Council have an automated system for families to get free school meals meaning that it is
only children and young people who live in another Authority who would need to actually
apply for this.
We are aware, however, that there are still families struggling who may not qualify for free
school meals and we encourage families to speak to us if they are struggling to provide a
lunch. We will never see a child go hungry.
As with all South Lanarkshire primary schools, our Cook in Charge shares any food that has
not been used. Any left over fruit will be used either at lunchtime or collected by the school
to use for snacks.


Breakfast Club
Our Breakfast Club takes place in the school dinner hall and is open from 8.30am until 9am
and is free for all.

Break Time 
If any child has forgotten to bring a snack with them can help themselves to a piece of fruit from our fruit bowl in the library area.

Fun Events 
In Newton Farm Primary School, we believe fun should be free wherever possible and not all fun events need to have additional expense. We want to make sure our children don’t miss out on fun things so we still take part in special events. Each year we will take part in World
Book Day but this will not involve dressing up since fancy dress costumes have nothing to do with our love of reading. We will celebrate the joy of books by having fun reading activities instead.

Each year we will have a Halloween parties, but during the week before Halloween we will
encourage our families to hand in old costumes that no longer fit and allow our children to
swap for a different costume. 

For Christmas Jumper Day we do not take part in the charity fundraising but we do have fun
in our seasonal jumpers. Again, we will have a ‘swap shop’ to allow parents to recycle
jumpers that no longer fit. 
Charity events in our school are limited and often aim to raise awareness rather than ask for donations.  When there is a cost, it is done through “chuck it in the bucket” or through donations on Parent Pay rather than asking for or collecting a set amount.  
Any fundraising events, such as Christmas Fayres, run by the Parent Council or the school will always have activities that children and families can take part in which are free of charge. 
At Christmas, we often receive donations from local businesses and charities to help families in need at this busy time of year.  We know our families well and through informal private chats, we can arrange to help in a variety of ways with toys, vouchers and food hampers as required.  
School Clubs
At Newton Farm Primary School, we organise a variety of clubs each session for example; Football, Athletics, Shinty, Hockey, Netball, Multisport, Cross Country, and Choir.  These are all free for every pupil to attend. We have forged great partnerships with SLC Active Schools and Uddingston Hockey Club who provide free of charge clubs. We apply for grants to provide equipment needed to run specific clubs, e.g. Food for Thought Grant to buy cookers, making it free of charge for pupils and families to attend.




Home Learning
We try to reduce the cost of learning at home as much as possible by providing children with equipment necessary to complete home learning.  Homework is issued on Google classroom for pupils from P3-7.  If any family has difficulty due to lack of Internet access, they can contact Mrs Meechan and she will arrange a time after school when they can use 
the school computers with a parent or carer there to supervise. Chromebooks are also available at lunch time for any child who needs to use the school computers to complete homework.

Understanding attitudes towards poverty.
Parental views are taken into account and we aim to work in partnership to alleviate any issues for pupils.  The Parent Council and wider Parent Forum as well as pupils and members of staff have been consulted in the development of this policy and their suggestions integrated into our final document.  
Parents/ Carers are signposted towards help and support through a variety of forums:
· Letters
· Information displayed on our noticeboard
· Information leaflets in our foyer
· Parent Portal
· School Blog
· Telephone consultations with the school management team
· Meetings with school staff / management team
All school staff receive professional learning opportunities on child poverty and CoSD periodically.
A CoSD survey has been sent to all families, pupils and members of staff.  We use the information gathered in these responses to inform our next steps.
All pupils and parents / carers are encouraged to speak to a trusted member of staff if they feel they are at a disadvantage from a financial situation.  Staff will the work confidentially to help and support and remove any barriers to learning.  

Conclusion
We believe all of our children should have the same experiences at school and are determined to make this a reality.  Money will never be the reason a child does not achieve or experience all the benefits of their time at Newton Farm Primary.  Partnership between home and school and the relationships we build together are vital for everyone and we believe that when we have open and honest communication everyone succeeds. 
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