        Child Led Play
All of our Primary One Classrooms are set up with a table and chair for each learner to provide a safe base. Around the room there are three distinct areas to facilitate different aspects of play. 
Social area
· Role play
· Library
· Small world
· Dressing up

Construction area
· Lego
· Blocks
· K-Nex
· Loose parts

Creative area
· Loose part art materials
· Paint
· Free drawing
· Free no pressure opportunities for writing
· Junk modelling

Our classrooms are shared spaces and created with our learners’ voices at the centre. 
We develop our areas based on learners’ interests and change our resources regularly to ensure an exciting and inspiring environment. 

‘Playful Pedagogy is a way of integrating children’s play experiences with curricular learning, giving pupils the flexibility to find their own solutions to both new and existing problems. It engages children in personally meaningful activities, learning about themselves and others, and encourages autonomy and their independent motivation-to-learn.’   Taken from Play Scotland 
Through implementing the play triangle model, we have noticed these benefits to our learner’s development:
· Deepens children’s understanding and allows them to make more real-life connections. 
· Promotes their physical and mental wellbeing.
· Develops/ strengthens communication skills. 
· Children are leading their own learning.
· Promoting children’s choice. 
· Encouraging independence.
· Allows children to make decisions and assess risks. 
· Motivating children to learn.
· Increase in interest and engagement. 
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Play the Newton Farm Way
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  Adult Initiated Activities
Child Led Play - Children given freedom to explore environment and resources for their own pleasure. Children guide the play and the outcome. Adults act as a facilitator and observe play and will become involved to model play/ skills or to extend learning where appropriate. 

Adult Initiated Activities – Also known as active learning. The adults spark an idea for learners to explore. Activities/ games are set up to revisit or consolidate prior learning. 

Adult Led Teaching - Adult focuses children’s thinking. Adult delivers directed input and follow up activities. Learners work to achieve specific outcomes.




Adult Led 
Teaching

We continue to follow structured programmes for our Literacy and Numeracy lessons.
In our Literacy lessons: [image: Reading Child Cartoon Images – Browse 122,405 Stock Photos, Vectors, and  Video | Adobe Stock]
We learn our alphabet and some double sounds which helps us to read, write and spell. We also learn 3 ‘common exception words’ which are words we see, hear and use lots. We practise reading and writing these words in class. 
We have Guided Reading sessions where we read copies of books in small groups. Teachers read with their learners to develop their reading and comprehension skills. Learners take their reading books home each week to allow them to share their reading with family and friends at home. We also use an online reading resource called ‘Bug Club’ which focuses on our blending skills and identifying our common words. 
We learn to write by using the sounds and words we know to create words, sentences and stories. We develop our imagination by creating our own characters and storylines. 

In our Numeracy and Mathematics lessons:         [image: Dragonbox Math Apps - Empower Kids!]
We learn about numerical patterns using shapes, colours and manipulatives. We learn to identify, count, order and form our numbers to count to 20 and beyond. We learn mathematical vocabulary so we can explain our thinking and improve what we know. We learn about length and width by using objects to measure. We also use sand and water to explore maths in different ways such as capacity and fractions. Where possible, role play is used to link numeracy and maths to everyday experiences. We learn how to distribute quantities evenly and are encouraged to apply mathematical language to role play situations. 
All other areas of our curriculum (Expressive Arts, R.M.E., Science, Social Studies, Technologies and Health and Wellbeing excluding P.E.) are explored through play. 
We develop our class topics through questions from our learners. We plan our topics together and link these to outcomes to ensure we are covering all aspects of the curriculum. 
We use relevant current events and lifelike resources to make our learning real and relatable for our children. We aim to provide fun, engaging, flexible and challenging opportunities for play to allow our learners to be inspired and learn alongside their peers. 

We asked our parents this year to share their views on play and how they feel this has impacted their learners’ development. We were so pleased with the response and wanted to share some of our current parents’ comments: 
“(learner’s name) has learnt to work with others, improve his communication and boost his confidence.”​

“Play has helped (learner’s name) learn and explore at their pace.”​

“We have noticed (learner’s name)’s imagination improving and going beyond what we have seen at home.”

“(learner’s name) loves his freedom to explore and learn, it’s really helped his independence.”

“Helped massively with my son’s anxiety with the transition from nursery to big school.”

“Excellent engagement and talks more about what she has learned and why.”




Some useful links to explore:
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Play Scotland

Care Inspectorate 
Play Strategy for Scotland
Education Scotland – Learning Through Play
UNICEF
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