MVP: Beyond the School Gates
Context
Edinburgh Youth Action has been leading social action across communities in Edinburgh. Young people’s voices are central to these conversations. Their views are respected, heard, and acted upon. Young people are the architects of initiatives relating to matters that affect them, and Edinburgh Youth Action amplifies the voices of those who are motivated to explore their lived experiences and contribute to positive social action.
Edinburgh Youth Action goes beyond the school gates and into local communities, where, for some young people, abuse and violence are an everyday reality. Edinburgh Youth Action understands that young people are not a homogeneous group. They are diverse, have a wide range of lived experiences, and are the experts in their own lives.
Background
Since 2024, a group of young people from Craigmillar in Edinburgh has been exploring issues surrounding gender-based violence. Their sense of urgency was heightened by their lived experiences, through which gender-based violence affected their daily lives and appeared to be deeply rooted in historical and social structures.
The group was keen to implement a range of informal learning opportunities where they could discuss their hopes, fears, and concerns, while encouraging people to pledge their support to help end gender-based violence.
More recently, the young people joined in solidarity with the Equally Safe Committee, which was responsible for organising Edinburgh’s 16 Days of Action against Gender-Based Violence campaign. They were enthusiastic about identifying and offering an approach that placed young people at the centre of the educational experience.
The young people wished to share their own views, concerns, hopes, and fears about gender-based violence while challenging others to reflect on the issue. “Making Injustice Visible and Justice Unavoidable,” the young people hosted a range of learning opportunities.
This NNS 16 Days of Activism report captures participants’ learning, experiences, and the impact of the project. 
It includes:
· Youth-led “Conversation Couch” sessions, where staff were invited to discuss gender equality and healthy masculinity, and to commit to creating a more gender-equal world for future generations.
· “Men in Power” conversations, during which the young people spoke with senior male leaders within the Council about their hopes, fears, and concerns. They also asked leaders to sign a pledge committing to help end gender-based violence. This included conversations with Edinburgh Council’s Chief Executive and the Lord Provost.
· Deploying art as activism the young people working independently created artwork which functioned as a springboard for a collaboration with Castlebrae High School.
· A social media campaign which amplified and extended their message and reach through “Place Your Pledge.”
· Peer-led educational sessions- The group identified relevant activities that they had sampled and then delivered sessions across community-based youth work.
Voices from the Front Line
By placing young people at the heart of the educational process, the project enabled them to reshape how people understand and respond to violence. They were able to influence others by bringing a youth-led perspective to important conversations.
The group also offered a lens through which to view historical and contemporary issues that continue to be shaped by gender-based violence. They highlighted the influence of peer pressure and cultural norms, while encouraging others to consider how these factors can contribute to harmful attitudes and behaviours.
Where To Next
One of the group member stated that ‘If GBV doesn’t stop then neither do we’. 
Through their work, the group created opportunities for dialogue, reflection, and positive action. Their contribution demonstrated the importance of listening to young people and recognising their expertise in understanding and challenging the issues that affect their own and so many other people’s lives.
The group continue to meet on a weekly basis exploring and plotting new and more youthful ways to bring about positive social change by raising awareness and acting so as to end GBV.


