Persuasive Writing

As the name suggests, in a persuasive essay you are aiming to persuade the reader of your point of view. You are ‘standing on a soap box’ and putting your ideas forward in a convincing and one sided way.  Your essay is therefore not ‘objective’ but ‘subjective’.  In order to make your point of view convincing and believable, you will need to do your research effectively and you will need to back up your points with evidence from a variety of sources.
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Some helpful hints

Introduction

Consider the following opening sentences:

1. Capital punishment is a topic that is rarely far from the news.

2. Capital punishment is nothing less than state sponsored murder.

3. Capital punishment is the only acceptable response to the violent and criminal society we are faced with today.

Which ones do you think would be appropriate for a persuasive essay?  Which view are they supporting?
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Formulating ideas

[image: image3.wmf]There are a number of ways to introduce and formulate ideas in your persuasive essay; the following can be used for the introduction, the main part of your essay and the conclusion.

1. Shocking statement: eg If we don’t do something now to stop the scientists, it’s highly possible that one day very soon we will have clones of Hitler, Ghengis Khan and Stalin walking in our streets again; cloning must end now.

2. [image: image4.wmf]Quotation: eg Virginia McKenna, who starred in Born Free has said “It is the sadness of zoos which haunts me.  The purposeless existence of the animals.  For the four hours we spend in a zoo, the animals spend four years, or fourteen, perhaps even longer – if not in the same zoo then in others – day and night; summer and winter… This is not conservation and surely it is not education.  No, it is ‘entertainment.’ Not comedy, however, but tragedy.”

3. Illustration: eg On a glorious autumn morning a terrified, exhausted animal is savaged to death by a pack of baying dogs while a group of expensively dressed humans encourage the dogs in their bloody work.

4. Anecdote / real life experience: eg I have always detested bullfighting since I went to one in Madrid; it was sickening to see the bull crumpled on the blood soaked ground, his coat bright scarlet, and his shoulders full of spears. 

5. Provocative statement: eg It is difficult to see how anyone could agree with capital punishment.

6. Facts, statistics or shocking information: eg From 1933 to 1945 six million Jews died in The Holocaust under the Nazi regime.

7. Rhetorical question: eg The latest move is to ban swearing in all JD Wetherspoon pubs…since when was the pub an extension of Sunday School?

8. Showing the opposite point of view then refuting it: eg Spanish and Mexican bullfight advertisers lure American tourists with mystique.  They claim the fight is festive, artistic, and a fair competition between skill and force.  What they do not reveal is that the bull never has a chance to defend himself, much less survive.
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To make your essay interesting and of a high calibre you should aim to be using a variety of these methods.

Some extra tools you could use in the process of arguing your case:

· Humour

· [image: image6.wmf]Involving the reader; using ‘you’ eg I tell you! Have you ever thought about…

· Language techniques; similes, metaphors, personification, etc.

· Exaggeration / scaremongering

· [image: image7.wmf]Exclamations

· Concluding statements

Lastly, it is always a good idea to pick a topic which genuinely interests you, as this will come across in your writing.
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