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All My Sons
Critical Essay on Turning Point


Introduction
· Title

· Author

· Refer to question 

· Theme(s)

· Summary - keep this brief!


Points to consider:
· Quote Kate here: "your brother's alive, darling, because if he's dead, your father killed him." Explain what she means here and how this reveals the truth about Joe's involvement. Her statement changes everything: explain.

Points to consider:
· Before this turning point, Keller has been protected by his wife and fully believed and supported by his son.  

· Chris respectfully describes him as “Joe McGuts” when discussing how his father coped with being released from prison. He also tells Ann (p.45?) “The man is innocent”, when defending his father after Sue Bayliss has criticised him.  Although we have seen some criticism from George Deever and Sue, we largely see Keller through the eyes of Chris. 
· Quote and explain how important family is to Joe: the turning point reveals just how far he is willing to go to ensure wealth and comfort for them. (discuss theme of social responsibility). This is shown early on through his words and the setting - explain.
· The turning point also allows us to understand why Kate has earlier so firmly clung on to the idea that Larry is still alive (this should only be a brief point). 


Points to consider:
· Use a quotation from Keller’s point of view during the argument between him and Chris which follows the revelation of the truth highlights what he believes.

· Now use a quotation from Chris’s point of view during this argument which shows his opposite point of view from his father: you must comment on their contrasting views on social responsibility and on. His relationship with his father is in ruins.
· In Act Three we clearly see Chris's disillusionment now that everything he believed about the world has been shattered: quote and explain here, showing how he is full of self-hatred because he has decided to compromise his moral principles. Consider including some of Jim Bayliss's comment on 'every man has a star'.

· Keller has convinced himself that he has done nothing wrong: quote and explain here (Act 3)
· It is only when he learns the truth about Larry that he finally comprehends the importance of social responsibility and realises what he has done: he is blind to the truth until it affects him personally. (Quote and explain).
· He takes his own life, thus paying for his crime, restoring some of his honour, and freeing Chris from guilt to ‘Live’.  

Conclusion
· Summarise the importance of the turning point to your appreciation of the play as a whole: it largely changes our view of Keller and reveals the truth and causes conflict between father and son, which causes the family to breakdown and leads to a tragic chain of events. 

·  The turning point also leads to the argument about responsibility between Keller and Chris, which effectively allows Miller to reveal the theme.
· Give a personal response.
2004


Choose a play in which there is a scene which provides a clear turning point in the drama.





Explain why it is a turning point and go on to discuss the importance of the scene to your appreciation of the play as a whole.








Topic Sentence 1 - create a Topic Sentence to introduce the topic of the paragraph and link back to the question. For example: 


 Miller creates the turning point near the end of Act Two. Suspicion about Joe Keller's involvement in the incident when the cracked cylinder were shipped out has been growing in the audience's mind, but Kate's bitter, delusional words reveal the real truth.





Topic Sentence 2 - create a Topic Sentence to introduce the topic of the paragraph and link back to the question. For example: 


Miller  has clearly created this turning point to change and develop our understanding of the characters and to cause the positive relationship between father and son to irreparably change.  








Topic Sentence 3 - create a Topic Sentence to introduce the topic of the paragraph and link back to the question. For example: 


The importance of the turning point is obvious because Miller effectively uses Kate's admission of Keller's guilt to cause the façade of normality, and the relationship between father and son, to rapidly deteriorate.








Topic Sentence 4 - create a Topic Sentence to introduce the topic of the paragraph and link back to the question. For example: 


The climactic, tragic ending of the play is a direct result of the turning point: after this the relationship between Joe and Chris is full of conflict and Joe, realising that he has lost both his sons, ends his life. 
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