New Higher English Critical Essay 
POETRY
Sample Essay Plan
Choose a poem which encourages you to think differently or to understand something in a new way. Discuss how the poet’s ideas and techniques led you to change your thinking or understanding.

Relevance to Shooting Stars
Poem is about Holocaust --- Poet writes from point of view of woman  experiences it – allows reader to experience it in a new way and helps understanding of such a horrific event
Introduction

“Shooting Stars” by Carol Ann Duffy is a challenging and thought-provoking poem which through the poet’s ideas and techniques allows the reader to develop and deepen their understanding of the holocaust. Duffy adopts the persona of a Jewish woman who details  her horrific experience during the Holocaust. Through clever techniques such as word choice and imagery, Duffy allows the reader to empathise with the woman and therefore gain a deeper understanding. 
Quotes

	Context
	Quote
	Analysis
	Relevance

	From the beginning of the poem. 

Establishes the savage and brutal way they are treated
	After I no longer speak they break our fingers
to salvage my wedding ring. 


	· After I no longer speak

· Break

· Salvage my wedding ring
	Deepens your understanding of just how brutally the victims of the holocaust was treated – like rubbish or something to be thrown away 


Conclusion 

In conclusion, “Shooting Stars” and the persona created by Carol Anne Duffy allows the reader to develop a better understanding of the horrors of the Holocaust. Literature as powerful as this can help people understand exactly what the dangers of 
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