New Higher English Critical Essay – Essay Practice One Walkthrough
SHOOTING STARS
Answers to questions on poetry should refer to the text and to such relevant features as word choice, tone, imagery, structure, content, rhythm, rhyme, theme, sound, ideas . . .

Step One – Select the right essay task
On your paper write down which question you are choosing from the two below:

1) Choose a poem in which humour is used to convey a serious message. 

Discuss how the poet uses humour to convey the underlying seriousness of the poem. 

2) Choose a poem in which the poet explores one of the following emotions: anguish, dissatisfaction, regret, loss.
Show how the poet explores the emotion and discuss to what extent he or she is successful in deepening your understanding of it.

Step Two – Identifying key words

On your paper, highlight the key words in the essay task you have selected.

Then using a thesaurus write down alternatives to these key words. You should use these throughout your essay
Step Three – Identifying your points

On your lined paper, write down the 4-5 points you will be making. Leave a line between each point. 
Step Four – Matching quotes to your points

On your lined paper, underneath each point write down what quote(s) you will be using for each point. 
Step Five – Writing an introduction

Must have...

·  Title

· Author

· Focus of the essay

· Short summary

Should have...

· Evaluative language

Write your introduction on your lined paper

Step Six – Link your paragraphs

Use the linking words to link each of your paragraphs. 
	Adding on similar
point to previous one
	Making different point from previous
	Putting points in order of importance
	Drawing a conclusion

	In addition to
Moreover

Furthermore

In the same way

Similarly

likewise
	However
Nevertheless

On the other hand

In contrast

Alternatively

Conversely 

Yet

Despite


	Above all
More significantly

Of greatest importance

The most significant factor
	Thus
Therefore

In conclusion

To conclude


Step Seven – Improve your vocabulary 

Throughout your essay use different and varied words for your analysis and evaluation
1 Make use of alternative words to “show” your analysis

Hints 


Underlines


Foreshadows

Demonstrates

Implies



Conveys

Illustrates


Exemplifies


Portrays

This is not an exhaustive list and you can use synonyms for these words.

2 Make use of evaluative language throughout your essay (this is essential!)

Significant


Moving


Horrifying

Thought-provoking
Pivotal



Skilful 

Striking


Powerful


Compelling

Step Eight – PEAR Paragraphs

Now write your essay

Step Nine – Write your conclusion 

Must have...

·  Title

· Author

· Focus of the essay

Should have...

· Evaluative language
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