Questions on ‘You’re’
From ‘Ariel’  published 1965 

Written 1960 (Frieda Hughes born 1st April 1960)

1. What do you notice about the title of the poem?  Why is this an appropriate title? (think about content)
2. Who is auditor in the poem?

3. Comment on the form of the poem.  Why is this form appropriate?
4. What do you notice about the structure of the poem?

5. Note down any words/phrases/lines/sentences which describe the position of the baby in the womb.  Choose one of these and comment on its effectiveness.

6. Note down any words/phrases/lines/sentences which describe how the baby looks.  Choose one of these and comment on its effectiveness.
7. Note down any words/phrases/lines/sentences which describe or suggest the speaker’s pride in the baby.  Choose one of these and comment on its effectiveness.

8. Note down any words/phrases/lines/sentences which describe or suggest the speaker’s affection for the baby.  Choose one of these and comment on its effectiveness.

9. Note down any words/phrases/lines/sentences which describe or suggest a negative view of the pregnancy or the baby.  Choose one of these and comment on its effectiveness.

10. ‘Mute as a turnip from the Fourth/Of July to All Fools Day,’  Explain these lines as fully as you can.  Comment upon the dates mentioned and the simile used at the start.

11. Note down any words/phrases/lines/sentences which describe or suggest the baby’s experience of the womb (as the speaker imagines it) and the physical experience of pregnancy for the speaker.  Choose one of these and comment on its effectiveness.

12. Comment on the tone and the effectiveness of the final line.
 Notes

A monologue (or monolog) is an extended uninterrupted speech by a character in a drama. The character may be speaking his or her thoughts aloud, directly addressing another character, or speaking to the audience, especially the former. Monologues are common across the range of dramatic media (plays, films, animation, etc.).

A 'dramatic monologue' is a piece of spoken verse that offers great insight into the feelings of the speaker.

Features of the Dramatic Monologue
M. H. Abrams notes the following three features of the dramatic monologue:

1. A single person, who is patently not the poet, utters the speech that makes up the whole of the poem, in a specific situation at a critical moment […].

2. This person addresses and interacts with one or more other people; but we know of the auditors' presence, and what they say and do, only from clues in the discourse of the single speaker.

A soliloquy is a literary device often used in drama characterized by a character's divulgence of his or her thoughts or emotions to the audience. This is different from a monologue primarily in that it is specifically spoken to the audience, as opposed to another character.

