Of Mice and Men

By John Steinbeck
Notes: Literary Techniques

1. Animal metaphors and symbols:

(a) Lennie is often described in animal terms:

“he walked heavily, dragging his feet a little, the way a bear drags his paws.”

“snorting into the water like a horse” (simile)

“Lennie dabbled his big paw in the water” (metaphor)
“like a terrier who doesn’t want to bring a ball back to its master” (simile)

these suggest that the relationship between George and Lennie is that of a master and his pet

rabbits – a symbol of Lennie’s soft heart

2. Foreshadowing (where a writer gives a hint early in a story of something that might happen later or at the end)

“I’d pet ‘em, and pretty soon they bit my fingers and I pinched their heads a little and then they was dead – because they was so little.”

“Jus’ wanted to feel that girl’s dress – jus’ wanted to pet it like it was a mouse …”

“This ain’t no good place. I wanna get out here.” 

Carlson’s shooting of the dog with his Luger foreshadows the scene between George and Lennie in the final chapter. “I ought to of shot that dog myself.”

3. Dialogue

Usually after brief description at the start of each story the weight of each chapter is dialogue. The story is told through the voices of the characters, “Of Mice and Men” is written like a drama in four acts (one for each day).

4. Colloquial and slang language

pants rabbits

grey backs

5. Description
Description is usually kept very brief. 

6. Symbols:

rabbits – symbol of Lennie’s soft heart

High heeled boots show that they are above the labourers, but not necessary on a grain farm

Curley’s glove: symbol of his vicious nature and his control over his wife

Light – symbol of good

Dark – symbol of evil

When Curley’s wife appears “the rectangle of sunshine in the doorway was cut off”

Beginning of chapter 3 “Although there was evening brightness showing through the windows of the bunkhouse, inside it was dusk.”

7. Parallels


George and Lennie


Candy and his dog


Curley and his wife

