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Aims of the Current Research

To collate the Boxall pre and 

post scores from the 68 

current Nurture groups, for 

the academic session 21-22

To interpret and analyse the 

quantitative data in order to

evidence what impact 

attending a nurture group has 

on children’s developmental 

and diagnostic profiles

To explore what nurture 

groups mean to the children 

who attend them

To gather parental views on 

nurture groups

To disseminate the findings 

across Glasgow Education 

Services to inform the 

ongoing investment in 

nurture groups

To involve nurture 

practitioners in gathering and 

evidencing children’s progress 

within Nurture



Participants: 

Pupils within the 68 nurture groups across the 
city

Measures: 

Quantitative (Boxall pre and post Scores)

Qualitative data

Pupil focus groups

Parental questionnaire and information sheet

Method:



• 31 school replied with results 
(46% response rate)

• 152 children scores were 
reported 

Headline:

• 20 out of the 20 strands 
highlighted a significant change 
in the expected direction when 
comparing pre and post Boxall 
scores. 

Quantitative Results:



91 males scores were reported (60%)

61 female scores were reported (40%)

Mean scores for male and female when 
exploring the developmental and 
diagnostic stands.

Exploring Gender Differences:

Significant levels when the total 
difference in developmental and 
diagnostic scores were compared 
using an independent t-test 
examining gender differences. 

Gender F value Significance (2-

tailed)

Developmental strands 0.740 0.676

Diagnostic strands 0.457 0.779

Gender N Value Developme

ntal 

Diagnostic

Male 91 31.263 - 31.186

Female 61 32.754 - 30.196



Frequency of months pupils spent 
in Nurture

Range varied from 2 months (2 pupils) to 15 months (1 
pupil).  

The majority of pupils spent between 5 and 9 months 
(127 pupils) in the nurture intervention, with 86 pupils 
(56%) in for between 8 and 9 months

Months in nurture group Frequency 

2 2

3 8

4 5

5 12

6 15

7 14

8 47

9 39

10 4

12 3

13 2

15 1

Total 152



Qualitative Results:

Objectives
• To explore the children’s views on their experiences of being in 

a Nurture Group in school. 

• To explore children’s views on what they feel has helped them 
achieve success at school. 

• To explore parental views in regard to their child belonging to 
Nurture Group. 

Response from Qualitative feedback

Parental views represented by schools 8

Individual parental responses 24

Pupils focus group responses 10



Pupil Focus Group
Feedback



Pupil Voice:



Parental Response (n=12)

Impact of Nurture

Child

Confidence Motivation Relationships

Parent

Improved 

understanding 

Reduced 

anxiety
Partnership





• Ensure parent’s have completed ‘Child Consent Form’.

• Pre and post data template

• Word rather then PDF PLEASE

• Email scores only, by the 30th June, to Cróna Neill 

crona.neill@glasgow.gov.uk

Collation of data for this 
academic session 22-23



Implications & Future considerations:

Within the current research, the 

response rate from schools was 

46%. It will be important for 

Education Services to ensure that 

this data is routinely gathered to 

inform annual evaluations and 

reporting on the impact of nurture.

Consideration should be given to 

how these findings are shared with 

participating schools and wider 

stakeholders.  

Staff should be mindful about who 

completes the Boxall profile for the 

children and in order to ensure 

consistency in post scores results 

The current research examined the 

average duration of participation in 

a nurture group. Analysis of future 

research could help to inform the 

optimal duration.

Duration in nurture – arbitrary date 

around the academic session –

discussion with NDO re 

recommendations

Continue to gather the views of 

stakeholders in line with ASL 

legislation & good practice

Consider range of baseline scores in 

relation to practice guidelines for 

nurture groups and participants

Explore differences between strand 

and link to possible CPD / 

curriculum priorities for needs 

children 



crona.neill@glasgow.gov.uk

francesca.nagle@glasgow.gov.uk

MANY THANKS FOR YOUR 

PARTICIPATION
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