Questioning approaches e.qg.

‘thinking time’,

the ‘no hands’

rule and ‘phone a friend’

Strategy/approach

Thinking Time:

Consciously waiting for a pupil
or class 1o think through an
answer (before you break the
silence) a.g 15-30secs

Process

Provide time belween setling the
guestion and reguiring an answer.
Sometimas alerding pupils to the
approach and the time available to
develop an answer.

gy

Gains and benefits

Prompts depth of thowght and increases
lavels of challenge. Ensures all pupils
hawea a view or opinion o share bafore
an answar is soughl.

Time Out:
Time for thinking and talking

Time provided for thinking and talking
partners, bafore seeking answers.

Pupils hawve thinking time, actively think
and collaborale 1o form answars.

No Hands Questioning:
Uising the ‘'no hands up’ rule

Ref. AfL publication - Warking
Inside the Black Box.

Pupils aware thal thosa required o
give an answar, will be salected by
the teachear. Teachears alert them o
this as questions are asked.

Linked 1o “thinking timea'.

Improves engagement and challanges
all pupils to think. When linked 1o
Thinking Time, pupils share ideas and
‘position’ their cwn views in relation o
athers.

Basketball questioning:
Maowve questions and
discussions between pupis

Teacher astablishes movemant of
ideas and responses around the
class. Builds on other pupils' ideas

and commeants. Accepls half-formed’

ideas. MB nol ping-pong’

Emgages more pupils. Stops teacher
being focus for all questioning.
Develops connected thinking and
devalopment of ideas.

Conscripts and Volunbeers:
Using a planned mix of
‘conscripls’ and “volunieers'

Teacher selects answers from those
who voluntear an answer and an
equal amount of thosa who do naol.

Enhances engagement and challenge
far all.

Those who cannol answer ara

Phone a friend: allowed to nominate a fellow pupil o | Ereqirages whole-class listening and
Removes stress 1o anable suggest an answer on their bahalf, participation. Removes stress and
those who cannod answer to but they siill have io provide their own | puilds salf-estesm.
parlicipata answer, perhaps building on this.

A pupil is placed in the hot-seat to P _
Hot-seating: take several questions from the class | Encourages listening for delail and

G and taacher provides challenge

A wears the cloak of the axper io Bluilds sell'—es_taem throwgh opportunity
Mantle of the expert: answer guestions from the class. to share defailed knowledge.
Praview: Questions are shared'displayed

Previewing questions in
advance

before being asked, or the start of the
lasson.

Signals the big concepls and learning of
the lesson

Pairs of pupils are able to discuss

Pair rehearsal: and agree responses lo questions Encourages interaction, angagement
of an answer or a question together. and dapth
Eavesdropping: Listen in b group discussions and
Deploying specific targeted '3’5‘5_":;']:'%5""7 quasiions In grolps Facilitates informed differentiation.
questions and individuals.
Teacher models the use of Who, Emcourages students to rahearse

) What, Where, When and Why o seal anguiry and comprehension, can extend
SWs: ¥ : out a simple information gathering into reasoning and hypothesis.
Modeling simple mum response based on the infarmation Creates an inquisitive disposition and a
questions lo gather information | nroyided, thinking or self reflective appraach ta

baarning.

Eavesdropping: Listen in to group discussions and Facililates informed diffsrentialion as
Deploying specific targetad '-"EE.“'”S lo targel EF"G'E_"-"-".':I.”'E’E“‘:""E 1o | teachers use what they overhear to
questions particular groups and individuals. modify planning and further questioning.
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Strategy/approach Process Gains and benefits
i Prowvides high challenge thinking,
High Challenge: Questions must be pre-planned, as o
Phrasing questions carefully 1o | very difficult to invent during a lesson. | réquiring more careful thought, perhaps
cancentrata on Bloom's Focus questions o addrass analysis, :JD"E' bﬂfa"“ﬁ;h'”ﬁ':t? and '-'-'B“E"EW
2 i i ivi tailed answears. For
Taxanomy higher challenge synihesis, evaluation and crealivity, i
ansas based on Bloom's Taxonomy. Able, Gifted and Talented.
Staging or sequencing: Incraasing the lavel of challenge with HE"PF pupils to recognise the range of
questions with increasing each question, moving from low o P'C'EE'blEf responses and lo salect
levels of challenge higher-arder questioning appropriately.
Thasea quastions davelop desper and
Big gueslions cannot be easily more prafound thinking. Big Questions
answered by students whan the are often moral isswes or speculative
guestion is posed. They are often set | guestions such as, Where are we from?
B queetinng: at the beginning of the lesson and can | How big is the universe” What is the
The setting of a substantial only be answered by the end of the meaning of [ifa?
and thought provioking lesson, using all of the thinking based )
question on all of the contributions to the They require axtended answers and

lesss0on.

usually rely on collaborative thinking
and a parsonal interpratation of the
information provided.

Focus guestioning:
This will help students o

When students struggle lo answer
bigger or more complax quastioning,
the teacher can model or lead the
thinking by asking Focus questions to

Develops confidence and the
sequancing of small steps in thinking
and response. Allows studenis to

amswer bigger questions s ﬂ.-'Er .sludenl A R, Sl ot revaal the stages in thair thinking.
the thinking.
Pupils are not allowed o answer a Devalops speaking and reasoning skills,
gueslion using less than e.g. 15 the correct use of critical and technical
words or using a parlicular word or language.

Fat questions: phrase. They must give an extended | Fosters the phrasing of more extended

Seeking a minimum answer

answer of maka a complate
sentence/phrase.

or complex sanlances containing the
corect language or larms - Essential for
examinalion preparation.

Skinny questions

A traditional approach lo Q&A
asking evaryday questions with
a fixed or specific answer

Linked to ‘close’ questioning

In its simplest form, students can
answear yes or no lo a skinny
queslion, or give a numbar or
knowledge based responsa.

Challange level is low in skinny
guestions thal do nol seek and
extended answer or reasons for the
answear. Moslly knowledge and
comprahension based. Does not
develop thinking or reasoning.

Signal questions:

Providing signals o pupils about the
kind of answer that would best fit the
gueslion baing asked. Teachar
responds to pupils attempt lo answer,
by signaling and guiding the answers.

The essance of purposeful questioning,
maving pupils from axisting knowledge
or axparience (often unsorted or
unordered knowledga) to organized
understanding, whera patlems and
meaning have bean astablished.

Seek a partial answer:

In the contaxt of asking difficult whole
class questions, deliberately ask a
pupil who will provide only a partly
formed answer, 1o promaole collactive
angagamant.

Excallent for building understanding
from pupil-based language. Can be
used o lead into ‘Basketball
guestioning’. Develops self-estaeam,
whiilst moderating the lewvel of risk.

Developing ‘Key' Questions:

Teachers ancourage students to
idantify thair own essantial or Key'
gueslions thal should ba asked.

Encourages students to form and
prioritise the most essential questions o
b asked when analysing informalion.

Many of these guestioning sirategies and approaches are taken from the Mational Secondary Sirategy
fior School Improvement, The “‘CQuestioning” guidance from the Pedagogy and Practice Pack materials
and the Assessment for Learning Handbook, or from the work of members of the AfL team including
Paul Black and Christine Harrison at King's College. London.
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