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Report on the Scottish Government's "How good is our school?" (4th edition) 

Introduction 

The Scottish Government's "How good is our school?" (4th edition) provides national guidance 
on how to evaluate the impact of schools on improving outcomes for learners. It emphasises the 
importance of collaboration, effective planning, and assessment in achieving this goal. 

Collaboration 

Collaboration is essential for effective school improvement. Schools should work together with 
partners such as other schools, local authorities, and parents and carers to share expertise and 
resources. They should also involve learners in the evaluation process to ensure that their voices 
are heard. 

Effective planning 

Effective planning is essential for ensuring that school improvement activities are focused and 
have a clear goal in mind. Schools should develop a school improvement plan that identifies the 
areas where they need to improve and outlines the steps they will take to make these 
improvements. 

Assessment 

Assessment is essential for measuring the impact of school improvement activities. Schools 
should use a variety of assessment methods, including standardised tests, teacher-made 
assessments, and student self-assessments. They should also use data to identify areas where 
they are making progress and areas where they need to do more. 

Conclusion 

The Scottish Government's "How good is our school?" (4th edition) provides valuable guidance 
on how to evaluate school impact. By following the guidance in this document, schools can 
ensure that they are making a positive difference in the lives of their learners. 

Specific references to collaboration, effective planning, and assessment 

The document emphasises the importance of collaboration throughout the school improvement 
process. For example, it states that schools should "work collaboratively with partners to identify 
and address the needs of all learners" (p. 2). It also states that schools should "involve learners 
in the evaluation process to ensure that their voices are heard" (p. 4). 

The document also emphasises the importance of effective planning. For example, it states that 
schools should "develop a school improvement plan that identifies the areas where they need to 



improve and outlines the steps they will take to make these improvements" (p. 5). It also states 
that schools should "use data to identify patterns and trends in learner achievement" (p. 6). 

Finally, the document emphasises the importance of assessment. For example, it states that 
schools should "use a variety of assessment methods, including standardised tests, teacher-
made assessments, and student self-assessments" (p. 7). It also states that schools should "use 
data to measure the impact of school improvement activities" (p. 8). 

Overall, the Scottish Government's "How good is our school?" (4th edition) provides a 
comprehensive and valuable guide to school improvement. By following the guidance in this 
document, schools can ensure that they are providing their learners with the best possible 
education. 

 

GTCS Standard 

 
 

• Collaboration is mentioned as an important aspect of teaching. The article states that 
student teachers should be able to "work collaboratively with other professionals to plan, 
deliver and assess learning experiences." 

• Effective planning is also mentioned as an important aspect of teaching. The article states 
that student teachers should be able to "plan and deliver learning experiences that are 
effective in meeting the needs of all learners." 

• Assessment is mentioned as another important aspect of teaching. The article states that 
student teachers should be able to "assess learners' progress and achievement and use this 
information to inform their planning and teaching." 

Overall, the document emphasises the importance of collaboration, effective planning, and 
assessment in teaching. These are all important skills for teachers to have, and they are essential for 
providing high-quality instruction to all learners. 

 
 

Ken Muir Report 
 

This is an article about the Scottish government putting learners at the centre of education. It 
discusses the need for a new curriculum and assessment agency. The article also details how the 
Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) and Education Scotland will be reformed. 
Specifically, here are sections that are relevant to your query: 
The document discusses the importance of collaboration, effective planning and assessment in 
section 7. 
The section on collaboration discusses the importance of working together to achieve shared goals. 
It states that "collaboration is essential for effective teaching and learning." The section also states 
that "schools should work together to share resources and expertise." 
The section on effective planning discusses the importance of having a clear plan for teaching and 
learning. It states that "effective planning helps to ensure that teaching is focused and that learners 
are making progress." The section also states that "planning should be flexible and adaptable to 
meet the needs of individual learners." 



The section on assessment discusses the importance of using assessment to inform teaching and 
learning. It states that "assessment should be used to identify learners' strengths and weaknesses." 
The section also states that "assessment should be used to track learners' progress over time." 
Overall, the document emphasises the importance of collaboration, effective planning and 
assessment in achieving the Scottish government's vision for education. 
 

GTCS Standard for CLPL 
 

This is an article about the standards for teachers in Scotland. It discusses the different professional 
standards that teachers must meet. The article also details what is expected of teachers in terms of 
their knowledge, skills, and values. Collaboration, effective planning, and assessment are all 
important aspects of teaching. Teachers should work together to create a positive learning 
environment for all students. They should also plan their lessons carefully to ensure that they are 
meeting the needs of all learners. Finally, teachers should use a variety of assessment methods to 
track student progress. 
Here are some specific examples of how collaboration, effective planning, and assessment are 
important in teaching: 

• Collaboration: Teachers can collaborate with other teachers to share ideas, resources, and 
strategies. They can also collaborate with parents and guardians to get input on how to best 
support their students. 

• Effective planning: Teachers should plan their lessons carefully to ensure that they are 
meeting the needs of all learners. They should also be flexible and willing to adjust their 
plans as needed. 

• Assessment: Teachers should use a variety of assessment methods to track student 
progress. This will help them to identify areas where students need more support and to 
celebrate student successes. 

Overall, collaboration, effective planning, and assessment are all essential aspects of effective 
teaching. Teachers who can effectively collaborate with others, plan their lessons carefully, and use 
a variety of assessment methods are more likely to be successful in helping their students learn and 
grow. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Evaluating Lesson Intentions  

+ a strong learning intention 
=  an acceptable learning intention 
-   a weak learning intention. 

LI: +/=/-  Why? 

Write a story 
  

 

Recognise multiples of 3,6,and9 
  

 

Design and write up an experiment with a 
clear hypotheses, method, data and 
conclusion 

  

 

List three positive and three negative 
effects that humans had on the 
environment in the 20th Century 

  

 

Create a character using descriptive 
phrases and sentences   

 

Complete all 10 questions on pages 23 to 
25   

 

Apply the terms ‘metamorphic”, 
sedimentary’ and ‘igneous’ to blocks   

 

Be able to sing as part of the group 
  

Know the atomic numbers of the first 50 
elements of the periodic table   

 

Read the second act of Romeo and Juliet 
  

 

 

 


