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S2 - Group book

Section 1&2
« Summary x 2
Section 3&4
 Close Reading x 2
. Theme tracking with theme visualiser
Section 5&6
« Character visualiser
Group activity of choice
Section 7&8
« Class activity of choice - word search with Close Reading
questions (completed by another group)
 Scene/chapter visualiser
Sections 9&10
« Ciritical Essay

o HW\Character & theme essay.
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“Part Three: Mein Kampf
“The Way Home”

1. Why is Liesel afraid when Hans realizes she stole another book? What
happens to Papa when he discovers the book she has stolen? What factors
are involved?

“The Mayors Library”

1. Liesel avoids on her laundry rounds because

. Why can she not avoid it anymore?

2. Infer how Liesel knows the Mayor’s wife saw her take the book from the
bonfire.

3. Liesel finds the library unusual because

4. Why does Liesel end up running back to the Mayor’s house?

“Enter the Struggler”

1. The setting changes to . Why?

2. Briefly identify Max.

3. What items does the visitor bring Max, and what can you infer from these
items?

“The Attributes of Summer”

1. How is Liesel’s summer divided?

2. Describe the protagonist, theme, and plot of Liesel’s book. Why might

the Nazi Party want to burn this book? ~

Why does Liesel want to be separated from Rudy?

4. What does Death foreshadow with regard to Liesel’s relationship with
Ilsa Hermann? '

5. Liesel finds the name inside the book. How

does he fit into the story?

What solidifies Rudy & Liesel’s friendship? What is the incentive?

What is Fritz Hammer’s role in Rudy & Liesel’s thievery escapades?

8. Briefly identify Arthur Berg. Why does he let Liesel & Rudy join his
group?

9. Are Liesel & Rudy successful fruit thieves? Explain.

(98]

N A

“The Aryan Shopkeeper”



l.

’

2.

What treasure does Rudy & Liesel discover on the laundry rounds? What
do they do with it?
What does this episode demonstrate about Frau Diller?

“The Struggler, Continued”

1.

w

What does Death’s title & introduction to this section indicate about the
division of the plot?

Max Vandenburg is reading
What number is lucky for Max?

What items are in the bag that Walter Kugler levers? Infer their
importance.

Explain the irony about the book that has saved Max & helped him to
freedom.

“Tricksters”

L.

Briefly identify Otto Strum.

2. Why is the phrase “the diabolic plan bore its fruit” an apt metaphor for

the incident?

What do Liesel & Rudy do with the goods that acquire from Otto? How
does Rudy justify the stealing?

What inference can be made about Arthur Berg in regards to the “small
tribute” that Death offers?

- How is the tone in the final passage of the chapter contradicted by the

example of foreshadowing in the last line of the chapter?

“The Struggler, Continued”

1.
2.
3.

Death opens with the metaphor st
appropriate?

How does the number 13 come into play again in this chapter?
Max grapples with the internal conflict
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Part Four: The Standover Man
“The Accordionist (The Secret Life of Hans Hubermann)

1. Which 2 questions does Max ask Hans? Why does he do this?

2. Death remembers Hans from WWI & states they have never had a
scheduled meeting, why?

3. What “small but noteworthy note” does Death offer the reader in this
chapter? Could this embody the theme for the novel? Why or why not?

4. Briefly identify Erik Vandenburg. How does Hans get his accordion?

5. Summarize Han’s political conflict. Name his major mistake.

“A Good Girl”
1. The importance of Nov. 1940 is

2. How does Liesel respond to Max’s arrival?
3. What do you believe is the “wild card” to which Death refers?

“A Short History of the Jewish Fighter”

1. Max’s 1% fighting opponent was . Where did
Max train as a child?

2. How does Max personify Death? Deaths reaction?

3. How many fights did Walter & Max engage in over the years? Did they
remain friends? Why?

4. How old was Max on the “night of broken glass?” How did he escape
capture? What happened to Max’s family?

5. What is written on the piece of paper from his mother? Importance?

6. Max is concerned about Liesel because

7. Who speaks first at the end of the chapter?

“The Wrath of Rosa”

1. What startles Liesel from her sleep?
2. Liesel finds Rosa’s reaction to Max unusual because

3. Explain the final line in the chapter.
“Liesel’s Lecture”
1. Analyze the important point Death makes in the beginning of this chapter.

2. How are Rosa’s conversation & reaction different on this day?
3. What story does Hans offer to Liesel?



4.

5.

Of what promise does Hans remind Liesel, and if she breaks the promise
what will happen?
How does Rosa uncharacteristically greet Liesel after her talk with Hans?

“The Sleeper”

L.

Why does Max sleep the first 3 days with the Hubermanns? What does he
say in his sleep?

“The Swapping of Nightmares”

1.

2.

S

8.
9.

Why does Max decide he should hide in the basement? Behind what is he
hidden?

Why does Max want to get up & walk out of the Hubermanns’ house?
What does he do, and why?

Liesel notices in the basement. What does she
attempt to ask Max?

. The only thing Mama and Papa arguc about since Max’s arrival is

According to Death, Liesel learns about
Rosa.

What helps Liesel keep her sanity?

What comparison does Death make to Liesel reading in the Mayor’s
library to Max living in the basement?

How does Hans & Liesel’s reading save Max’s life?

What change do the Hubermanns’ make in their routine in order to
preserve Max’s health & safety?

10.Max characterizes himself as . Do you agree

or disagree, why?

11.What prompts Liesel to tell Papa she does not need him to stay with her

when she has a nightmare? Why?

12.What gift does Liesel bring Max daily?
13.What gift does Liesel receive on her 12 birthday? How does she include

Max in her special day?

“Pages from the Basement”

1
L.

2.

Liesel can not go in the basement because

Comment on the importance of the book Max gives Liesel. How does he
give it her & what is her reaction?
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