









ADULT SUPPORT AND PROTECTION (SCOTLAND) ACT 2007





Jeff Taylor is 77 and is currently in a respiratory and gastric ward. Normally he lives alone in his 3 bed roomed home, along with dog Casper. Jeff is a retired green keeper, working previously for a local golf course. He was married to Ellen for 46 years until her death nearly 4 years ago. The couple had two children. Their oldest, James died in a car accident in 1982 and daughter Margaret lives locally. Ellen had various health problems including diabetes and was later diagnosed with bowel cancer. After surgery to remove a part of her bowel she died.








Jeff has chronic obstructive pulmonary disease - “I never smoked all my life and got COPD... lucky white heather” He has a persistent cough, chest tightness, and tiredness and uses an inhaler. He walks with a stick and rarely leaves the home. He has a private carer who shops, prepares meals and does domestic tasks. Jeff prepares some meals himself, has a trolley for transporting food to his living room and uses a walk in shower, installed years ago for Ellen. 





Jeff was admitted to hospital 5 days ago. His GP, Dr Stevenson found his breathing rate to be quick, he was wheezing and Jeff said his inhaler was “not enough” and he was struggling for breath. Dr Stevenson added Jeff seemed “unusually low in mood”. Also that Jeff has appeared low in mood since Ellen’s death four years ago but has refused any treatment for this. Jeff has remained in hospital for observation. He had chest pain on his first night but not since. 





There are two concerns about Jeff. He was visited two nights ago by his friend Mick Johnston. A nurse overhears Jeff telling Mick he had “had just about enough” and is “sick of everything”. The nurse asks Jeff about this later and he gives a complicated answer – saying “…. old age…..being old…. my family…Margaret…. it’s always Margaret…. “.





Today a Staff Nurse Michael Ward is discussing home discharge with Jeff. He says he is not looking forward to going home. He has tears in his eyes and says his daughter Margaret and her husband “pester me” for money and to let them move into his house. He says he doesn’t want this but “they don’t listen…maybe they need the house more than me”. He says Margaret is “at war” with their current neighbours. Jeff says if they and their children move in they will “take over”. He says he sometimes prays at night he won’t wake up in the morning.  





Referral and initial actions: The staff nurse Michael consults his Charge Nurse. They decide Jeff is at risk and not able to protect himself currently. An AP1 is sent to the social work service. Inquiries are made (referrer, SW records, GP and District Nurse consulted) and an IRD is held with Police and Health. The decision is taken at this stage social work will investigate and will proceed to interview Jeff. 








