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What is the 

Learner Skills 

Profile?

A solution-oriented framework which can be used to identify 
support for neurodivergent learners which focuses on a young 
person’s strengths and barriers to learning.

Devised as a response to a gap in available assessments and 
interventions in the service.

Noted the increase in conversations with education staff regarding 
children with neurodivergent presentations and co-morbidity.

Acknowledgement that not all children have a diagnosis, and for 
some families this is not a route they are pursuing.

Awareness that within Scottish education, the focus is on meeting 
the needs of the child rather than providing a label.



The Learner Skills Profile as part of 

Staged Intervention

Use of environmental audit tools 

such as SCERTS or CIRCLE 

framework

Learner Skills Profile



What is neuro-

affirming practice? 

Being neuro-affirming means that you 

believe in a strengths and rights-based 

approach to developmental differences 

and aim to provide support and 

adaptations that affirm the child's 

neurodivergent identity. 

(NAIT, 2023)



Development of the 

Learner Skills Profile 

 Use of a solution-oriented framework 

consistent with service delivery  

 Ayrshire and Arran FASD document: 9 

brain domains – collapsed into 7 – 

removing brain structure and combined 

academic and cognitive skills

 Consistent with ESSENCE model (Gilbert, 

2011) which Health is moving towards

 Addition of guidance booklet with 

suggested interventions

Taken from: Ayrshire and Arran Understanding Foetal Alcohol Spectrum 

Disorder: What Educators Need to Know (2019) 
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Overview of Strengths and Challenges



Next Steps and Action Plan 



Supporting Documents



Where are 

we now?

The initial Learner Skills profile has been positively 
received within our service and our schools.

Feedback highlighted a need for a child friendly 
version to support pupils to participate and share 
their views.

My Learner Skills Profile (Children and Young Person’s 
views document) has been piloted with 6 young 
people on our caseload.

My Learner Skills Profile being piloted by EPs in the 
service.



My Learner Skills 

Profile

 Adapted language

 Reduced the busyness of the 

page

 Added visuals 

 Introduced videos 



Initial session

 How would the pupil like to be 

asked their views and share their 

views

 Introduction to the My Learner 

Skills Profile



Workbook example

 Executive Functioning

 Sensory preferences and motor 

skills

 Thinking and learning skills

 Living and social skills

 Focus and attention

 Language and communication

 Memory 



Action Plan

 Links with Action Plan in the 

Learner Skills Profile.

 Allows the child/young person to 

feed into the skills that they 

would like to develop and 

strategies that work for them.



Feedback from 
children and 
young people



Feedback from 
children and 
young people



Feedback from children and young people
What did you find most helpful about the learner 
skills profile?

it’s been 
helpful 

talking to 
someone

2 words 
‘anything 

else?'
it gives you 

time to think 
about what it 

is and how it is 
good

most of it
everything 

was helpful



Feedback from children and young people
What did you like about the learner skills profile?

colours 
and 

pictures 

don’t think 
anything 

needs to be 
changed

good to 
understand

front cover – 
awesome, the 
little pictures 

are cool 

front cover needs to 
be more colourful, 

not brown, 
strengths/challenges
/strategies - need to 

be brighter, neon 
colours



Feedback from children and young people
Do you have any suggestions about what we can 
do to improve the learner skills profile?

make the 
background a 

colour

make it more fun 
– more colours, 
cool back cover

change the 
colours



Adaptations

Changed order of sections

Different digital version for those young 
people who was to type their views 

Modified language for literal thinkers

Having options for the way they record 
things 



Thank you & any questions? 

Contact details:

mhari.greenwood@southlanarkshire.gov.uk

claire.mccaughey@southlanarkshire.gov.uk 
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