Annan Academy Parent Council AGM Minutes

Date: Tuesday 15th September 2026 at 6:30pm in the Learning Plaza
In attendance: Heather Smith, Sarah Vallance, Allan Hogg, Ewan Murray (HT), Fiona Robson, Amy Hoffman, Wendy Hamilton, Jamie Brand (PT), Kevin Armstrong, Tania Armstrong, Megan Martin and Ava Wylie (School Captains).
Apologies: Isobel St John-Claire, Amanda O’Donnell, Liane Simpson, Rachel Nicholson, Amy Hoffman, Julie Hogg, Stacy Wigham and Vicky Kier

AGM
The election of office bearers took place at the beginning of the meeting.
Chair – Heather Smith was re-elected, proposed by Fiona Robson and seconded by Wendy Hamilton.  Heather is willing to continue the post for a second year.
Secretary – Sarah Vallance was re-elected, proposed by Fiona Robson and seconded by Wendy Hamilton.  Heather is willing to continue the post for a third year.
Treasurer – Vacant
Allan Hogg stood down as treasurer after 4 years in the role.  The parent council expressed their thanks to him for taking on the role during this time.  
Social Media Secretary – Fiona Robson proposed by Heather Smith and seconded by Wendy Hamilton.  
This is a new role on the Parent Council, but it was decided that it is necessary, to help promote the school to the wider community and to share successes.
Once the election of office bearers was complete, AH shared with the people present what the role of the treasure involved.  No-one present was willing to take on the role, so it is going to be shared on the Parent Council Facebook page to see if anyone in the school community would be willing to take on the role.

Minutes from Previous Meeting
The minutes from the previous meeting were discussed and everyone was in agreeance that they were an accurate representation of the meeting.
Chair’s Report – HS
HS shared her thanks to the members for their hard work over the last year in helping promote the school and the fundraising efforts.  The Hidden Treasure Hunt especially took a lot of commitment; thanks were given to WH and FR for their tireless efforts.
HS shared her thoughts for moving forward: meetings will be termly this was agreed on by all members present.  The Parent Council will continue to support the school throughout the year.
HS shared that the fundraising brought in by the Amazon Wishlist and the Acorns was successful and that this would continue this year.  Details are to be shared on Parent Council Facebook page by FR to insure S1 parents are aware of both.
HS welcomed Megan Martin and Ava Wylie (School Captains) to the meeting. They were asked about their plans for the year.  They highlighted as it is an all-girls captaincy team that they are planning to do some events for Breast Cancer Awareness to coincide with the Wear it Pink Campaign. HS stated that this was a very good cause, but they should perhaps also think about fundraising for the school.  The girls thought this would also be possible and said they would provide an update at the next meeting.
Treasurer’s Report
AH advised that there is currently £2270.65 in the account.  This includes £500 from Chapelcross Snowball fund that must be shared equally between the wider school community and those learners with additional support needs.
Other funds from the Chapelcross Snowball fund are still awaiting to be deposited, these include £500 toward new football goals for the playing field and £2000 for Capital Investment for the school show – letting the hall, sound and fixed equipment.
Mr Brand
Requested support from the Parent Council in completing an application to the Arnold Clark Foundation to help fund residential trips, to help keep the costs down for students.  Each year he applies for grants towards these trips to the value of £30,000 - £35,000.  Without his hard work and dedication these trips would not be possible, and the pupils would miss out on valuable experiences.
Headteacher’s Report – EM (HT)
Update of capital works
Toilets
The toilets in the technical corridor are now open to pupils.  MM and AW stated that since these toilets opened the toilet situation seems to have improved. EM also reported that more work is to be done on the toilets in the foreseeable future and hopefully plans will be available for the next meeting.  A list of accessible toilets throughout the day is going to be made available to parents by the school.
Security Gates
The gate at the Hecklegirth end of the fencing, is meant to be locked and opened by the janitor at Hecklegirth.  Unfortunately, this has not been done and members of the public have been accessing the grounds during the school day and verbally abusing staff when they are unable to exit at the swimming pool end, this has caused an increase in people walking through the school campus, impinging on the safety of the school, the whole reason the gates were put in place.  Larran Foss and Dr Gillian Brydson have been contacted with regards to this; they have stated that due to the public entering they are not fit for purpose and that they can be locked and left locked all day.
There is also an increase in people walking through the staff car park with dogs in order to access the field, therefore the council are looking into solutions to make the site more secure at this point of access.
As a parent council it was decided collectively that from now on the gates and security fence issues are between Annan Academy, Hecklegirth Primary School and the Dumfries and Galloway Council and that if any complaints are to be made, they have to be taken directly to Mr Murray (HT) as he is aware of the council legalities on this case. Whilst the Parent Council are there to support the school, they are no longer taking an active part in the debate as what they set out to achieve has been completed and site security is now achievable due to the erection of the gates and fences.
  
Next meeting
The next meeting will be held on:
TBC early November 2026 at 6pm in the Learning Plaza at Annan Academy.  
