Engaged Readers
Characteristics of an engaged reader

Choose to read when given free choice of activities

Go into a world of their own in the middle of the hurly burly

Listen to stories with intense concentration

Intent on reading to understand

Focus on meaning

Avoid distractions

Use strategies such as self-monitoring and inferencing with little effort

Exchange ideas and interpretations with fellow readers
Engaged Readers
Strategies used by engaged readers

Young readers who engage with enthusiasm and pleasure in reading find it difficult to analyse the strategies they use. This is because the strategies used to comprehend meaning have been practised regularly and rigorously until they have become automatic skills. These skills are so deeply embedded in practice that it is difficult to tease them out but thankfully, extensive research reveals the skills employed by engaged readers.  Having read the reflections on their reading by the pupils above, can you predict what research tells us are the main strategies used by skilled readers?

Strategies used by engaged readers

Prepare the mind

Use prior knowledge

Visualise

“Hear” the text

Re-phrase

Summarise

Hold thoughts as they read on

Question and clarify  

Can deduce implicit information

Make personal response

Predict

If you don’t understand: re-read; identify the problem; find out

Engaged Readers
What do “engaged readers” say about themselves?
An “engaged reader” reflects upon their own reading habits. Can you predict the sort of things they say?

Second level reader says:

“I often look a bit ahead in the book I’m reading. I look for landmarks – a landmark might be a new chapter or a big change in the way the text is written – maybe capitals instead of small letters. I sometimes read up to that landmark and then I know which is probably going to be the next landmark......

Today when I started reading, I was looking for chapter nine which was yesterday’s landmark for stopping reading. As I was looking, I was trying to remember what was going on, like I remembered two cousins were arguing, stuff like that.

When I started reading a few things fell into place, like the argument was Brian’s fault as he told both the cousins things they were supposedly saying about each other. I was remembering past events at the same time as I was reading and it was helping me to understand new things.

After 2-5 pages, I’m pulled into the book and it is as if I am the person who is talking in it. It’s like I’m in there and if something scary happens, it’s scary for me --it’s like a dream sort of. I can see what’s going on as if it’s a play sort of. I’m not really aware that there’s any words. You can kind of hear them, see them talking when you see the speech marks. 

When someone speaks to you, you kind of get pulled out. When I’m really pulled in, it can take someone 2 or 3 times to pull me out again.”

