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Housekeeping

• Turn off your camera

• Mute your microphone

• Post comments, questions and thoughts into 

the chat window

Twitter: @STEMedscot #STEMnation

Welcome everyone!
Please take a moment to introduce 

yourself in the chat box – name, 

school and local authority
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SQA Alternative Certification Model

Five stages

Understanding Standards resources

New SQA Academy Course on 19 April

QA from April to May

Final QA from end of May to June

QAd results submitted by 25 June

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/96760.html

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/96760.html


www.sqaacademy.org.uk
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SQA Alternative Certification Model

Environmental Science - SQA

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/45726.html


SQA - Understanding 
Standards: FAQ

Plus further ACM FAQ 
section: 
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sq
a/72074.html

https://www.understandingstandards.org.uk/Subjects/Physics/AdditionalGuidance/EvidenceEstimates/FAQ
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/72074.html
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Session aims

Education Scotland is supporting the 

SQA Alternative Certificate Model by: 

• Supporting local and national 

curriculum networks to share 

practice and quality assurance 

approaches. 

• Provide signposting for 

practitioners to support them to 

network with practitioners for 

quality assurance purposes.

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/96760.html
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Sessions for Sciences

 5-6pm, Wed 31st March – informal discussion and 

matching

 5-6pm, Wed 28th April – Biology/Human Biology

 5-6pm, Tuesday 4th May – Chemistry

 5-6pm, Wednesday 5th May – Physics

 5-6pm, Monday 10th May – Environmental Science.
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National e-learning offer

Supported resources 

 23,000 resource links across 28 subject spreadsheets

 5000+ resource links for sciences NQs 

 BBC, West OS, e-Sgoil & Scholar resources

 18,000 users and 45k+ pageviews

 45 practical science videos published, 150 projected, 

266 in total including online videos

 Online database in development

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/glowblogs/nationalelearn

ing/resources-2/

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/glowblogs/nationalelearning/resources-2/
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West OS have created 

learner revision resources 

for Higher Biology: 
https://www.westpartnership.c
o.uk/download/2946/

And Higher Chemistry:

https://www.westpartnership.

co.uk/download/2967/

https://www.westpartnership.co.uk/download/2946/
https://www.westpartnership.co.uk/download/2967/
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STEM Grants Programme

 Focus on professional learning

 £400,000 funding available

 £200k ring-fenced for bids with Numeracy & 

Mathematics focus

 Two funding streams:

 Leadership and Collegiate Professional Learning 

(£3k max bid)

 Regional and National Partner Fund (£10k max bid)

 Closing date 11.59pm on Monday 24th May

 Potential funding over two years

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/glowblogs/stemnatio

n/stem-grants-2021/

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/glowblogs/stemnation/stem-grants-2021/
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Break out rooms 

Could one person in each break out 

room facilitate discussion – thank 

you.

1. What QA approaches are you 

using?

2. What solutions have you 

identified to help with quality 

assurance process?

3. What approaches are you taking 

to setting of grade boundaries?
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Digital Quality Assurance of National Qualifications

• Digilearn.scot blog outlines one possible digital 

solution for a quality assurance process when 

reviewing leaner evidence

• Interactive summary

• Suggested stages with supporting videos:

Step 1- Identify Staff Groups

Step 2 – Set up a PLC Team in Microsoft 

Teams

Step 3 – Invite/share the team code with the 

group of teachers. Adding learner content

Step 4 – Carrying out Quality Assurance 

activities. Examples of use cases*

https://bit.ly/3cA2SjA

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/glowblogs/digilearn/2021/02/19/digital-quality-assurance-of-national-qualifications/
https://bit.ly/3cA2SjA
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Discussion & next steps

• Secondary Sciences Network (MS Teams) 

• We have set up a channel to network/share 

approaches/discuss QA within the MS 

Teams Glow Secondary Sciences Network: 

https://bit.ly/2SeKntg

• If anyone requires support to be matched 

with another school please contact us on: 

stem@educationscotland.gov.scot

https://bit.ly/2SeKntg
mailto:stem@educationscotland.gov.scot

