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	Dear Friend,
[bookmark: _GoBack]I would like to take this opportunity to let you know that audition application forms for the National Youth Jazz Orchestras of Scotland (NYJOS) and information about next year's activities are now online. I would be most grateful if you could pass this information on to any colleagues or students who may be interested. Please note the deadline for applications is 16 November, but I would encourage everyone to apply sooner rather than later!
 
Any student who has previously attended a Summer School and who does not wish to audition for NYJOS Access or the flagship NYJOS ensemble may apply to attend again without an audition (although they must still return their form).
 
Auditions with Artistic Directors, Malcolm Edmonstone and Andrew Bain will be held in Orkney and Shetland at the end of November and in Glasgow, Edinburgh, Perth and Aberdeen from 3-6 January 2013. Depending on demand, we may hold auditions in Dumfries and Inverness too. During their audition, applicants will be asked to play 2 contrasting jazz standards of their own choice and they will perform this with a rhythm backing (piano, bass, drums). Those auditioning for NYJOS or NYJOS Access will be expected to demonstrate their level of improvisation within these pieces. Applicants will also be asked to sight read from a chart and will have the opportunity to informally discuss their progress and aspirations with the Directors.
 
2012 has marked the 20th anniversary of jazz at the National Youth Orchestras of Scotland. It has been a very exciting year and our 21st anniversary will be a year of celebrating achievements as we continue to support a comprehensive portfolio of projects directed by Malcolm Edmonstone and Andrew Bain, supported by an excellent team of carefully chosen tutors from across the UK. At the heart of our ethos is the provision of opportunities that are designed to support children and young people with a shared enthusiasm for jazz from point of access through to pre-professional level.
   
I hope you enjoy reading about our 20th anniversary year below and if you would like any further information about future opportunities please don't hesitate to contact me on 0141-332 8311 or via email. 

Thank you and best wishes,

Corinna Gregory
Jazz Ensembles Manager
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	NYJOS Access

NYJOS Access is a training ground for the next generation of top jazz musicians, giving
[image: ummer School Pianist]up to 25 students aged 12-18 from across the whole of Scotland the opportunity to refine their improvisation and key solo and ensemble skills, as a step along the pathway to participation in the flagship NYJOS ensemble. Recent NYJOS Access performances have taken place at venues across Scotland, including the Edinburgh Jazz Bar, Paisley Grammar, Birnam Arts Institute, Eden Court and the National Museum of Scotland.
 
Aspiring students are identified by the NYJOS Artistic Directors through the annual auditions, and are then invited to take part in 2 residential courses; a long weekend in March and the Summer School in July. These courses provide an opportunity for students to build upon their learning throughout the year, offering opportunities to work in small and large groups and both involve preparation for public performances. Repertoire includes traditional big band standards through to challenging modern repertoire; through this the students also learn key jazz history. 
 
Back in March, NYJOS Access enjoyed an intensive period of workshops and rehearsals, honing their improvisation and ensemble skills in preparation for a performance of repertoire based around Miles Davis' studio album Kind of Blue, played to a packed Jazz Bar in Edinburgh. We are delighted that NYJOS Access has been invited to take part in the 2013 Aberdeen Jazz Festival (from 15-17 March 2013).
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	The NYJOS Summer School
 
All students who audition for NYJOS will receive an invitation to Summer School. Those who have not been invited to join the main NYJOS flagship band are informally re-assessed at the beginning of the course and placed in the appropriate combo group, to enable their education to be tailored to suit their level. Through a carefully thought-out and structured timetable of warm-up, instrumental, combo and skills sessions, as well as the nightly jazz club, the students develop their musical proficiency, including instrumental and improvisation techniques, performance/audience awareness, transcription, learning new repertoire and creating new music. However, just as important as this is their development of life and social skills: personal responsibility and responsibility towards other players/peers; collaborative working towards a common goal and learning from each other; confidence, individuality and discipline.
 
[image: ummer School combo]In recognition of the 20th anniversary of jazz at NYOS, three previous soloists with NYJOS ensembles formed part of the teaching faculty: Mark Lockheart, Julian Arguelles and Chris Batchelor. For the first time too, three 'NYJOS Ambassadors' were chosen from NYJOS Collective students to act as associate tutors. They shadowed and supported the Directors and other experienced tutors during instrumental, combo and NYJOS Access sessions, thus gaining valuable feedback and teaching experience for their future portfolio careers.
 
Feedback from a parent about her son who attended his first Summer School in 2012: "He was quite apprehensive about it before hand but said he settled in really quickly, the tutors were great, he played with some awesome musicians, and he loved his combo."
 
The 2013 jazz Summer School will take place from 14-18 July 2013 at Sabhal Mor Ostaig, southern Skye, which boasts excellent indoor and outdoor facilities and is at the heart of a supportive and culturally diverse community. A truly inspiring location for a truly inspiring course.
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	The NYJOS Summer Tour 
 
[image: he Groovy Jazz Orchestra at the Tollbooth]The flagship NYJOS ensemble represents the wealth of innovation and skill that Scotland's talented young jazz musicians possess. Many NYJOS alumni have gone on to achieve professional status as jazz musicians and all previous winners of the Young Scottish Jazz Musician of the Year have been members of NYJOS. NYJOS has made professional live gig and studio recordings and has performed in many venues and festivals throughout the UK, including the London Jazz Festival and the Edinburgh International Jazz and Blues Festival.
 
Each year, the ensemble is joined by a carefully chosen soloist who works with the band and Directors throughout the rehearsals. By picking soloists who not only have their own, unique performance style and repertoire but who are also highly experienced in education and composition, NYJOS has gathered a strong interest from professional musicians in the continued success of the orchestra, and each has been impressed by the standards of musicianship and discipline of the students involved.
 
NYJOS 2012 worked intensively with renowned jazz trombonist, Rick Taylor as well as Malcolm Edmonstone and Andrew Bain. They performed to sold out audiences in The Tolbooth (Stirling), The Lemon Tree (Aberdeen), Eden Court (Inverness) and Sabhal Mor Ostaig (Isle of Skye). Rick's considerable talent as a writer and player was showcased through a suite of music he wrote specifically for this ensemble and developed while working with them. This music celebrates the orchestra's wide ranging talents and also doffs its hat to composers and musicians who have had a particular influence on Rick -there are touches of Gil Evans and Miles Davis as well as music that evokes the diverse natural and cultural landscape of Scotland.
 
"the entire collective came together with funky enthusiasm...there was no doubting NYJoS made a strong case for its own persistence." Keith Bruce, The Herald
 
'Spines were tingling and the audience was in raptures as ensemble pieces, sublime solos and frankly very groovy jazz of unbelievable quality was laid in front of us' Shetland Times 

Click here to see footage of NYJOS in action at the Lemon Tree, Aberdeen
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	NYJOS Collective Summer MusicFest - Mareel, Shetland
 
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs088/1102343557660/img/290.jpg]After a somewhat uncertain lead up to this festival, Shetland Arts pulled out all the stops to ensure the opening of Mareel, a new state of the art creative hub in Lerwick. NYJOS Collective (augmented by NYOS Strings) under the direction of Malcolm Edmonstone and Andrew Bain, had the privilege of performing the two inaugural concerts there.
 
Leading up to this, they had hosted nightly open sessions and led workshops for local young musicians culminating in an incredible performance by everyone on Mareel's stage of Watermelon Man.
 
Moving beyond traditional ensemble roles, the Collective ensemble improvised and performed unique, daring repertoire, without a conductor. Its aim was to break down the traditional barriers between improvised and written music, inviting each participant to take themselves beyond their comfort zone in order to inform and broaden their musical experience.
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	The London Jazz Festival 2012
  
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs088/1102343557660/img/270.jpg]In 2011 NYJOS was honoured to be chosen to represent the cream of Scottish youth jazz at the London Jazz Festival, where they made their debut performance at this internationally renowned festival to a packed audience at the Barbican Freestage. Following this success, NYJOS is delighted to have been invited to make a return visit to perform again on the Barbican Freestage on 18th November, 2012 at 1.30pm, and this will be a fitting end to the 20th anniversary year.
 
"...Earlier in the afternoon on the Barbican freestage, Manchester stars Mike Walker on guitar and Iain Dixon on sax guested inventively with the crisply disciplined National Youth Jazz Orchestra of Scotland..." John Fordham, The Guardian
 
"NYJOS gave a polished and professional performance that never betrayed their young ages" Julia Morris, Serious 
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	Contact Information 
The National Youth Orchestras of Scotland, 
13 Somerset Place, 
Glasgow, G3 7JT

0141-332 8311
info@nyos.co.uk

Why not join us on Facebook or Follow us on Twitter
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