
Whose Art? Our Art!  
Access and Activism in Gallery Education 
 
The 2016 engage International Conference 
 Liverpool Hope University & venues across Liverpool   
13 & 14 October; Fringe 12, 13 & 15 October 
 #engageinLiverpool 
 
The engage International Conference 2016 will explore how 
issues of access and activism impact on gallery and visual arts 
approaches to education and outreach.    
 
Taking place in Liverpool, a city renowned for its radicalism and 
creativity, at the time of the Liverpool Biennial, this year’s 
Conference programme will have a strong focus on arts activism – 
how it has changed not only society’s response to art, but also how it 
has irrevocably altered the way in which the arts world now engages 
with society at large. 
 
Conference will consider the exciting methods of engagement which 
have developed from the early days of activism, examples of how 
intervention achieves its aims and the ways in which the arts can 
create value in contemporary society. It will examine how the arts can 
effectively engage with schools and ask if the curricula, or styles of 
interaction need to change. A discussion about how best to provide 
sustainable careers for artists will bring the two days of interaction and 
conversation to a close. 
 
Conference will explore four key themes: 
Arts Activism  
What is arts activism in 2016? Would early activists recognise it 
today? What is it trying to achieve? Can the arts learn from other 
forms of activism? 
 
Accessible Arts and Social Cohesion  
What does accessible mean? Who decides the arts offer? How can 
the arts improve social cohesion? Why do the arts achieve when 
others fail? 
 
A Re-definition of Education 
Who is best placed to define arts education? Where does art stand 
within education? Can the arts offer a curriculum for life? Inspire or 
test? 
 
Sustainable Careers 
How can young people be supported to achieve sustainable careers in 
the arts and creative sector? 
  
Local, national and international speakers will bring a range of 
perspectives, engaging delegates in lively discussion and debate 
through presentations and panel discussions. Breakout Sessions will 
enable delegates to focus on aspects of the Conference themes in 
more detail, through case studies, practice and skill sharing.  
 



 

engage Scotland Bursaries 
 
Five bursary-funded places are available for representatives of Scotland-based visual arts 
organisations to attend the 2016 engage International Conference. Bursary funding will pay for the 
Conference ticket and will also offer up to £140 towards travel/accommodation. Organisations 
wishing to apply must have a commitment to a contemporary visual arts programme and developing 
audiences. Applicants do not need to be current members of engage. Freelancers may apply 
but will need to show that attending the conference will have a clear public benefit through their work. 
 
Priority will be given to applicants who have not attended an engage International Conference before 
and to those who have not received a Conference bursary before. Bursary recipients will be expected 
to attend the whole Conference and write a short feedback report which will be published on the 
engage Scotland website.  
 
To be considered, please send an email to Sarah Yearsley, engage Scotland 
Coordinator, scotland@engage.org, by 10am on Tuesday 26 July 2016, with the following details:  
- Your name, organisation name and job title 
- A short paragraph stating why you are interested in this opportunity and how it fits with your wider 

programme  
- Details of where other funding for you to attend the Conference will come from; you or your 

organisation will be expected to cover any additional expense   
- Your current CV 
Please note unsuccessful applicants will be offered Early Bird rates subsequent to the deadline. 
 
engage Scotland Bursary Places are funded by the National Lottery through Creative Scotland. No further funding from 
other Creative Scotland funding programmes is available to attend the engage International Conference.    

 
Conference tickets:  
include evening event on 13 October & lunches/ refreshments on 13 & 14 October. 
- engage Personal Members: £165 / £145 early bird* 
- engage Organisational Members: £285 / £245 early bird* 
- Non-Members of engage**: £410 / £360 early bird* 
 

* If booked by 5pm Tuesday 26 July 2016. 
** engage members receive discounts on Conference tickets, as well as other benefits. Membership must be current at the time of the event in order to 
receive discounted members rates. Membership starts from £34,  
visit www.engage.org/join for information. 
 

Visit www.engage.org/conference2016 to book your place.  
 

 


