University of Edinburgh family programme at the Museum, 2013
Discover science with real scientists from University of Edinburgh. Visit the Learning Centre for free, family-friendly drop-in activities, workshops and shows from 23 March - 6 April. Drop-in activities run 10am - 4.30pm daily and most are suitable for age 5 to adult. Details of free ticketed events are below. 
Drop-in activities 
The Energy Challenge

Chemists at the University of Edinburgh are working on new types of renewable energy. Find out what they’ve discovered and experiment with new technology like solar power and electrochemistry. Can you compete against solar power and keep the future bright?

23 - 27 March, Level 2
Discover Our Earth

Geoscientists at University of Edinburgh are leaders in investigating the awesome forces which shaped our world. Discover how the Earth was formed and find out how we can follow changes to the planet that are happening right now.

23 - 27 March, Level 2
Pop-up Engineering 

Pop-ups are ingenious engineering mechanisms where flat cardboard shapes are designed to spring into exciting 3D models. Choose your favourite design, then make your own and amaze your friends with these magical devices.
23 - 27 March, Level 2
Exciting times for the Higgs Boson
Right now is an amazing time for particle physics. Scientists have just discovered a tiny particle that could be the Higgs Boson, first predicted by University of Edinburgh scientist Professor Peter Higgs many years ago. Our particle physicists can barely contain themselves… come along and hear all about it!
23 March – 1 April, Level 2
The SCI-FUN Road-show
An exciting range of over 50 interactive science activities including controlling lightning, seeing a hole in your hand, solving a crime, making a human electric circuit, “relaxing” in our ever-popular spinning chair, and many, many more. Pop in for a minute – and stay for hours! 
28 March - 1 April, Level 2 and 4
Bio-Discoveries

Biologists at University of Edinburgh are investigating everything from how to fight tropical diseases, to how butterflies avoid being eaten and how plants tell the time! Find out about some of their recent exciting discoveries and make some yourself by using a microscope and more.

28 March - 1 April, Level 2
Secrets of Symmetry

Amazing mathematical patterns and symmetries are all around us, in man-made buildings and in the natural world. Come and find out how to spot these patterns, understand them, and create your own patterns to take away.

28 March - 1 April, Level 2
Human and Animal Medicine

How do scientists keep humans and animals healthy? Come and meet the University of Edinburgh's medical and veterinary scientists and see for yourself the cutting-edge work that they do. Discover how a human heart works, how amazing your brain is, what vets do, and much more. Get hands-on with a range of activities and chat with real scientists.
2 - 6 April, Level 2
Workshops
Powerful Patterns 



How can we use mathematics to help us create interesting and clever patterns? Join in this free and fun workshop to explore the symmetries of shapes, and use tiles of different shapes and colours to make your own fantastic designs.

29 – 31 March, 11am and 2pm 
Age 7-12

1 hour

Learning Centre Level 4

Free but tickets required
Intelligent Robots 



Robots are all around us. Humanoid robots really push the boundary between humans and machines. Find out what it takes for them to intelligently interact with people. You may even get the chance to put your skills to the test, in a human verses machine face-off! 
2-5th April, 2pm 
Age 9+, family groups welcome
1 hour

Learning Centre Level 4 
Free but tickets required
Shows
The Chemistry Show

How could we have environmentally-friendly cars? Why might a farmer taste a field, and why might someone from Germany know the answer to this? Paul Murray and Robin Andrews return with a vibrant chemistry show, jam-packed full of experiments. Prepare yourself for bangs, colours, flames, foam and possibly learning something! 
30 March and 1 - 4 April, 11am
All ages
45 minutes
Auditorium

Free but tickets required
George Square Theatre
Dr Bunhead’s Poo and Goo Show
TV Scientist, Brainiac’s Dr Bunhead explores the world of gross, smelly, loud and messy stuff.  Discover the science behind fart-powered rockets and flammable shampoo; see the biggest bogey in the world; meet the Ninja Jelly Babies and race the world’s fastest chips.

23 - 24 March, 11.30am
Age 7+
1 hour
George Square Theatre
£5.50 child, £4.50 adult
Presented by University of Edinburgh 

